St. Paul Lutheran Church, East Lansing, Ml November 2009

“Watch then, you do not know the day or hour.” So says our Lord Jesus.
At this close of the church year, we are told to watch and be alert. We
will not know the time. But what is it that we are preparing for?

Jesus says the Kingdom of heaven will be like this at that time. It is the
preparation for the great heavenly banquet, which will have no ending. It
is the wedding feast of the heavenly bridegroom and the bride who is the
church, that is you and me, all of us who put our faith in Jesus. This is
contrary to Ricky Gervais message in the movie, “The Invention of Lying.”
But we in the church are contrary to the message of the world. But it is
not only us. It includes all those who have come before us, those who
have died trusting in Christ Jesus, believing in Him and putting their lives
on the line for faith.

That is why on Sunday November 1% we observe All Saints Sunday. On

this day we remember those who have died. Not just as ancestor
worship, which it could become, but remembering those who have
trusted in God as their Savior. When it comes to death, does it make a
difference that we believe? Pastor Bruce Modahl tells of the experience
when he went to visit a person who had just been told she would soon die
of an inoperable disease. They weren't church people, but relatives of
people who were. He was asked to visit by a member of the church. The
husband and wife were staring across the room, not talking, not crying,
nothing.

When the pastor walked into the room and introduced himself the first
thing the woman said was, "We don't go to church. We wouldn't live any
differently if we did, so we don’t.” The pastor was tempted to say, "So it
wouldn’t make any difference in how you live. Would it make any
difference in how you die?”

Jesus tells us the same thing, “Your being a part of God’s Kingdom will
make a difference. It will help you be prepared for my return.” If you are
a part of God’s reign in the world, how you live your life will show in your



preparedness. Each day we live could be our last here on earth. How
will we show that we are a part of the heavenly Kingdom?

Will we look to the concerns of ourselves or will we look to the needs of
others? How do we show our concern for the eternal wellbeing of some
who may not know Jesus or God? How do we show it or are we like the
woman and her husband for whom it made no difference whether they
went to church or not in how they lived? I'm afraid she is right about
some Christians--it doesn’t make a difference in how they live. And |
doubt it will make much difference in how they die. If we follow Jesus, it
will make a difference.

Dates to Remember for November

01 Pantry Offering

03 Election Day

05 Choir Practice for Christmas Begins

08 Chili Cook-off & Pumpkin Chunkin

15 Prayers for Healing Service

18 Newsletter Deadline

20 Blood Drive

22 One Service at 9:30 am followed by the Annual Meeting;
Thankoffering Collected

24 Community Thanksgiving Service @ Shaarey Zedek

25 Thanksgiving Eve Service

26 Happy Thanksgiving!

New Wednesday Night Bible Study

"A Biblical View of Homosexuality" to be held on
Wednesdays beginning October 28" for four weeks at
7:30 PM. Seminary professors Arland Hultgren and Wally
Taylor have written the study. Please let the office know if
you plan to attend, so we can make enough copies of the
written material. Pastor Rich




Dear St. Paul Lutheran Church Members:

The church council has set the annual meeting of the congregation to
be Sunday November 22 at 11:00 AM in the sanctuary. There will be
one service at 9:30 AM and the annual meeting following at 11:00
AM. There will not be an education hour that Sunday to encourage all
to attend the meeting and eliminate the conflict for Sunday School
teachers.

At this meeting we will be holding elections for council, approving
operating and capital improvement budgets for 2010 and discussing
the general business of St. Paul. During 2009 the Council has held
guarterly forums with the congregation to be sure the lines of
communication stay open and that our communications are two-way.
At the sessions last Sunday, a total of 41 persons took part.

I look forward to your attendance and participation at this annual
congregational meeting as we continue in our service of the Lord.
Please consider the vital work of St. Paul in our congregation, our
community and our world as you look forward to 2010 and beyond.
Also, please watch for copies of the annual report and other
information prior to the meeting over the next few weeks.

In order to save on postage, copies of the annual report will be
available in the narthex by Sunday, November 8. If you would like a
copy of the report mailed to you, please contact the office.

Sincerely,

Ve din 2 Fotas

Charles M. Nelson, Congregational President



Treasurer's Report
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Expenses were $2,665 higher in September than income and so our
yearly deficit has now increased to $6,066. Our income is good, at 106%
of budgeted and our expenses our good, at 96% of budgeted. The
reason we continue to be in a deficit situation is that we passed a budget
last year that was about $22,600 higher in expenses than in projected
income. This is the fourth year in a row that we will incur a deficit and
have to pull money from our Thrivent Savings account. At the annual
meeting we will present a budget that maintains our current spending
level and also a balanced budget.

Submitted by Donna Grooms

Christmas is coming... sooner than you think!

We will begin choir rehearsals Thursday,
November 5 at 7pm.

All are welcome to come and sing some old

N ) and new music of the season! Also, if

ﬂ g\ = ), anyone is interested in sharing their musical
‘ talents as a soloist or instrumentalist for

C]’)oir Practice Advent or Christmas, please see Sue

Jacobs.




Community Thanksgiving Service
at Congregation Shaarey Zedek

1924 Coolidge Road, East Lansing, MI 48823

Tuesday, November 24, 2009 at 7:00 PM
Pastor Richard Moe will be delivering the message.

Donations are to benefit the Haven House and MSU Food Bank.

NOVEMBER READINGS

All Saints Day
Isaiah 25:6-9
Revelation 21:1-6a
John 11:32-44

Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost
1 Kings 17:8-16
Hebrews 9:24-28
Mark 12:38-44

Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost
Daniel 12:1-3
Hebrews 10:11-14[15-18] 19-25
Mark 13:1-8

Christ the King Sunday
Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14
Revelation 1:4b—8
John 18:33-37

First Sunday of Advent
Jeremiah 33:14-16
1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
Luke 21:25-36



Youth, Updeste

ST. PAUL YOUTH GROUP
7-12 GRADES

Youth Advisors: Mike Feldpausch, Megan Nyquist, ad
Lynne Fortune

Sat, Nov 7 Fellowship Event: Bonfire at
Bremer’s: An evening of games
fun and s’'mores! Weather
permitting. (Time TBA)

Sun, Dec 6 Christmas Bake Sale:100% of the pracged
to the Youth Group Fund for activities.

January 2010 Fellowship Event: Lock-in eventddstposted
at later date).

Sat, Feb 6 Service Event: 9:00-11:00 a.m. Scasgembly
for Souper Bowl Sunday. Meet in Fellowship
Hall.

Sun, Feb 7 Service Event: National Soupe
Bowl Sunday — Table set up in * é

Narthex for sale; donations to
benefit St. Paul Food Pantry and -
Youth Group.

COm

rintech

Sun, April 4 Service Event: Annual Easter Pancake
Breakfast; donations to benefit Youth Group
Fund



You can support the Youth Group by .o
participating in the Meijer Community Y-

Rewards Program. You can register Tmeljer
online or at 1-800-962-7011. Our code is °°"?Q3v%?gs¥~
606113. Once you are registered, all you

have to do is have your card swiped when
you make a purchase.

Are you involved in Akaloo?

Sunday School is off to a great start as all grades from Preschool on
up are "Discovering the Bible". Each grade has the same theme, but
use guiding questions that are appropriate for that age group to learn
more about the Bible. Our Sunday School teachers and the grades
they teach are:

Bev Johnson, Kristen Hynes & Shannon McGaughey- Preschool
Samantha Sevrey- Kindergarten & 1% grade
Julie Anderson- 2™ & 3" grade
Lynne Fortune- 4" grade
Kay Meints- 5" & 6" grade
Craig Anderson- 7" & 8" (Confirmation)
Megan Nyquist & Mike Feldpaush- High School/Youth Group

Please consider joining us on Sunday

morning from 9:45 to 10:45. GI'OWI“S

in Faith

GOSPELGIFS



The Pilgrims made seven times more graves
than huts. No Americans have been more

impoverished than these who, nevertheless, set P
aside a day of thanksgiving. ~H.U. Westermayer

As we enter the holiday season this year, we often : :
seem overwhelmed with bad news and negativity. LSf@dl/tl @anh«y

Across the country people wonder what will happen
next. Many of us are unemployed as are many neighbors and friends.

The Pilgrims who started our Thanksgiving tradition faced hardness and
deprivation and they still set aside a day to thank God for all he had
provided to them.

The St. Paul Pantry Committee is very thankful

We thank all of you for your contributions and support

We thank Fred and Dee Hartwig who asked their friends to
celebrate their 40" wedding anniversary by supporting the pantry.

We thank University Lutheran Church for contributing food from
their food drive to our pantry.

We thank Thrivent Financial for Lutherans for a $500.00 grant
from the Church and Society fund.

We thank God for the resources to provide food and personal
items to those in need.

We thank God for the opportunity to show his love through
serving others.

As we express our gratitude, we must never forgett  hat the highest
appreciation is not to utter words, but to live by them. ~John
Fitzgerald Kennedy




THANKSGIVING FOOD BASKETS

This year instead of a separate collection for Thanksgiving we are
incorporating our collection with the food pantry.

Items we will be collecting for the pantry/baskets are: canned vegetables,
dressing, yams, jello mix, canned fruit, coffee, tea, salad dressing,
desserts (mixes or freezeable), and turkeys.

These items can be brought to the church as yourre  gular pantry
offering on Sunday, November 1 * or any time between now and
November 18 .

We will be purchasing perishable items and any of the above items not
donated with cash donations.

Volunteers will be needed to assist with packing an d delivering.
Date to be announced.

- Blood Drive

For information or an appointment,
please call the church office at 351-8541
or Terry Smith at 339-8784 (H) or
712-1161 (C).

Now Available On Line Appointment Scheduling

(1) Visit www.givelife.org

(2) Sponsor code StPaulEL

(3) Once at the site click “St.Paul Lutheran Church”. (You will need to
register your first time in order to schedule.)

(4) Select your appointment time. That's it!

Terry Smith, Blood Drive Coordinator



Christmas Care Packages

The Care and Concern Committee will be putting together 11 Care
packages for members and friends of St. Paul who are unable to attend
church on a regular basis.

Donations of small items such as bookmarks, chapstick, lotion, candy,
cards, and gift bags would be greatly appreciated. Homemade gifts
would be wonderfull Cash donations will be used to purchase small
poinsettias and additional items to make a nice package. Please bring
your donations to the church by Wednesday, November 18.

If money is tight and you can't swing a donation, you could get involved
by delivering a package or two when they are ready to go in December.
If you have questions, please contact Julie in the office or Sandy Miller.

Care and Concern Committee

This committee has been recently formed with its focus to visit members
who are shut-ins, hospitalized and also to welcome visitors to our
congregation. We do have regular committee meetings for planning and
reporting or progress, and gain knowledge through special resource
studies.

During this past year we have made personal in-home visits, and in most
cases provided a brief service with communion. We use that week’s
regular Sunday bulletin so they experience the same worship format as
did our St. Paul congregation. Included in our visits were trips to some
members while hospitalized or recovering at home.

We are a committee of few, and we invite anyone interested in serving
with us, let us know.

Respectfully,

Terry Smith, Char Smith, Pastor Richard Moe, Sandy Miller

ACTION FOR LSSM

We should have the list for the gifts for foster children any
day now. They will be in the narthex when we get them.
Betty Velat
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“The Problem: Earthieeping Ministry

14 plastic bags contain enough petroleum to drive a car a mile.

380 billion plastic bags or wraps are thrown away in America each year.
Making a paper bag emits 70% more global warming gases than making
a plastic bag. 0 paper bags biodegrade in landfills, due to a lack of
oxygen. Cities spend up to 17 cents per bag in disposal costs, wasting
millions of tax dollars.”

- Source: http://www.1bagatatime.com

1 Bag at a Time is a company that makes reusable bags, so you might
reasonably suspect that the above statistics are somewhat inflated. But
even if they are, plastic shopping bags definitely waste resources, and
using reusable bags is the Right Thing to Do. They are easily obtainable,
and many stores, including Meijer and L & L, sell them at a reasonable
cost. One local grocery used to offer a few cents’ discount to customers
who brought their own bags, but that company no longer does so,
because grocery bags are so cheap for them to purchase that they were
losing money by giving the discounts. The real cost of those bags is in
the disposal of them, and that cost is not paid by the stores. Instead it is
passed on to the earth and its inhabitants. We pay some of that cost in
whatever we pay for waste disposal services, but even that is only part of
the ultimate real cost to the earth in terms of wasted resources and
environmental damage. Today’s State Journal (Oct. 20) announced that,
beginning in November, Target and CVS both will offer customers a
discount for using reusable bags. The two programs could keep billions
of plastic bags out of the environment, according to a senior scientist at
the Natural Resources Defense Council. “They are among the most
deadly forms of marine debris, lethal to threatened species of marine
mammals throughout the world.” According to the LSJ article, Target
posts upwards of 1.5 billion transactions annually -- most ending up in
more than one bag.

Submitted by Barb Paff

The Green Team would love to hear from you.
Contact Lindsay Cramer or Barb Paff.







Chili Cookoff & Pumpkin Chunkin Fundraiser
Date: Sunday, November 8 after 11:00 am worship service

Purpose: Raise funds for furnace fund. A monetary gift of $270 will be
given by Thrivent once amount has been matched.

New & Improved Trebeuche!

Chili Entries:  Must fill out entry form, provide recipe
and bring chili in a crockpot. Please provide your own
ladle. Entires to be given to Cindy Martin or Kathy
Klingensmith. Forms are on the shelf in the narthex.

Thrivent Committee will provide: Judges, prizes for 1, 2, 3 place chili
winners, tableware service, desserts, beverage.

Questions: See Thrivent Committee: Cindy Martin, Lynne Fortune, Rick
Klingensmith.

) !
St. Paul Lutheran Church Friday Euchre Night

November 13, 2009

L2

*
\J

Where: St. Paul Fellowship Hall. When: 6: 30 p.m. —

Bring your favorite nonalcoholic drink, a snack to share and a deck of
cards if you have it. Singles and partners are welcome. If you have any
guestions contact Fred Hartwig.

Fourth Friday Friends Nov/Dec Activities
November 22, 2:30 pm “Michigan/Ohio Christmas Concert " @ Holt

High School Performing Arts Building. For tickets contact Terry & Char
Smith @ 339-8784.

December 4, 6:30 pm . “Pot-Luck & Games” @ St. Paul Mission House
& "2010 event planning .”

Any questions call Terry & Char @ 339-8784.
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03 Michelle D'Lamater
12 Rick Klingensmith
18 Alexis Jacobs
19 Barb Cox
20 Gordon Oak
21 Betty Velat
Char Smith
Bailee Lamont
23 Mark Vugrinovich
25 Kay Meints
27 Daniel Asch
29 Ruth Brenneman
31 Erick Claucherty

Anniversaries

20 Dave & Anne Szymanski
21 Pastor Rich Moe & Barb Paff
22 George & Shirley Vincent

Please note: If your birthday or anniversary is NOT listed and it should
be, it is because we do not have it on file. If you would like to have your
day recognized in the future, please let the office know.

The U.S. and Political Islam: Where do we go from  here?

The Truman A. Morrison Memorial Lecture Series presents guest
speaker Mohammad Ayuoob of Michigan State University.

Friday, November 6, 2009, 7 pm & Sunday November 8, 10:00 am

At Edgewood United Church
469 North Hagadorn
East Lansing, Ml 48823
517-332-8693
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Forty years of Marriage

Dee and | would like to thank all of you who sent
prayers and cards and joined us on October 10",
Everyone had fun; Dee and | have been blessed with
family and friends from St. Paul. Your gifts to the St.
Paul Food Bank totaled over $600.00 for which we are
eternally grateful. | can't wait to see what Dee has in
store for me in the next forty years.

Thank you all so much and God Bless.

Fred and Dee Hartwig

Dee and | thank you all so much for your prayers, cards and food during
her time in the hospital and the weeks of recuperation.

Thank you and God bless.
Fred and Dee Hartwig

r—u s e e T

Happy
Thanksgiving

A NOTE FROM THE EDITORS: The deadline for the December
Newsletter is noon, Wednesday, November 18 "' Submissions should
be in written format, preferably electronic. They may be mailed to the
church, emailed to officemanager@stpaul-el.org or placed in the office
manager's mailbox. Due to time issues, we are unable to accept verbal
requests unless there are extenuating circumstances. If you are not
sure what information is needed, a form is available in the office. They
are located on the wall to the left of the bulletin board. Some editing
may be necessary due to space and layout, but if significant changes
need to be made, you will be contacted. Thank you in advance for your
cooperation. Julie Anderson and Lindsay Cramer.




