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We are in the swing of things for this fall with Sunday School beginning 
and programs like IMAGE starting up again. The hustle and bustle has 
begun. This month we begin our Stewardship program with Consecration 
Sunday on Sunday, October 18th. (See Chairman's Letter in this issue 
also.) It will involve a guest speaker, Pastor Jim Wenger from Faith 
Lutheran in Okemos and a Catered Meal following. (Please make sure to 
register for the meal.) Pastor Jim is a dynamic preacher who I believe will 
inspire us in our mission.  
 
Many of us know the Reverend G. Travis Downs, the Yo-Yo Preacher, 
who in the past has attended here at St. Paul's and also married one of 
our members here, Dr. Elizabeth Witt. I am pleased to inform you that he 
has accepted a call to serve Trinity Lutheran Church (LC-MS). He invites 
all St. Paul members who would like to attend his Installation on Sunday, 
October 11th at 1:00 PM at Trinity located at 501 W. Saginaw Street in 
Lansing. A light lunch will follow. 
 
I know this is not an easy time for many in our community. With the round 
of layoffs coming for MSU, we may be impacted also. But I believe God is 
faithful and if we place our trust in him things can and will turn around. I 
have been hearing from some people in the congregation about some 
good news they have been a part of. I won't say it is dramatic 
improvement, but it gives me hope that positive changes are taking place 
at least for some.  
 
It seems as if we have had a number of members with health related 
issues lately. Just look in the prayers in the bulletin. But we are never 
without hope not in this world and certainly not in the life to come. 
Whether in terms of the economy or our health and well being, we can 
always look to our Lord Jesus and his Heavenly Father. In Romans 
Chapter 8 Saint Paul talks about the suffering we go through here on 
earth is not to be compared to the glory to be revealed (verse 18). Even 
though we don't know how things will work out for us, yet if we place 
ourselves in God's care and keeping God can work things out in ways we 



cannot yet imagine (verse 28). And ultimately nothing that this world or 
the Devil can throw at us is able to separate us from the love of God in 
our Lord Jesus Christ (verses 38 & 39) . 
 
As we face the challenges in our lives, whether as individuals, families, or 
as a church community, we look to our Lord Jesus, who is “the pioneer 
and perfecter of our faith" (Hebrews 12:2). I write this because of how the 
Letter to the Hebrews describes faith: "Now faith is the assurance of 
things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen" (Hebrews 11:1). Our 
faith goes beyond what we see here and now. We cannot know the 
future, but we can know the One who is our future, our Lord Jesus Christ. 
May the Lord bless you in the uncertainties of your life and give you 
Peace. 
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Mark Your Calendar 
for October  

  

 04 Pantry Offering 
 11 Finance Forum 
 16 Euchre Night 
 17  Potluck & Movie Night 
 18 Consecration Sunday 

23 Fourth Friday Friends 
26 Annual Report Submissions Due 
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Congregations that approach financial stewardship from a biblical 
perspective do not view the money Christians give to their church merely 
as a way to pay its bills. Rather, such congregations see financial 
contributions as a way to help people grow spiritually in their relationship 
with God by supporting their church’s mission and ministry with a 
percentage of their incomes. 
 
Our congregation’s Stewardship Committee has selected the 
Consecration Sunday Stewardship Program as a way to teach the biblical 
and spiritual principles of generous giving in our stewardship education 
emphasis this year. 
 
Consecration Sunday is based on the biblical philosophy of the need of 
the giver to give for his or her own spiritual development, rather than on 
the need of the church to receive. Instead of treating people like 
members of a social club who should pay dues, we will treat people like 
followers of Jesus Christ who want to give unselfishly as an act of 
discipleship. Consecration Sunday encourages people toward 
proportionate and systematic giving in response to the question, “What 
percentage of my income is God calling me to give?”  
 
During morning worship on Consecration Sunday, we are asking our 
attendees and members to make their financial commitments to our 
church’s missionary, benevolent, and educational ministries in this 
community and around the world. 
 
Every attendee and member who completes an Estimate of Giving Card 
does so voluntarily by attending morning worship on Consecration 
Sunday. We urge people to attend who feel strongly opposed to 
completing a card. The procedure is done in such a way that no one feels 
personal embarrassment if he or she chooses not to fill out a card. 
 
We will do no home solicitation to ask people to complete cards. During 
morning worship our guest leader will conduct a brief period of instruction 
and inspiration, climaxed by members making their commitments as a 
confidential act of worship. 
 
We will encourage participation in Consecration Sunday events through 
the Consecration Sunday team and council members. Since we will make 
no follow-up visits to ask people to complete their cards, we will make 
every effort to inform, inspire, and commit everyone to attend 
Consecration Sunday worship. 



Thanks in advance for your enthusiastic participation in Consecration 
Sunday events. 
 
Council President, Chuck Nelson 
__________________________________________________________ 
 

Council Highlights 
 
There will be an Open Forum to discuss the 2010 budget on Oct. 11 at 
9:45am and 12 noon. 
 
The annual congregational meeting will be held at 11am on Nov. 22. 
There will be a single service that day at 9:30am. 
 
Council agreed to hold the annual Thanksgiving service on Wed., Nov. 
25 at St. Paul. This will be in addition to the Tue., Nov. 24 community 
service at Sharey Zedek congregation. 
 
Jerry and Jamie Gray and Susan Kendall have resigned from 
membership at Saint Paul. 
 
Baptism of Charlotte Grace Collins, daughter of Paul and Tracy Collins 
will be at 11am worship on Sunday, Oct 11. 
 
Fred & Dee Hartwig's Wedding Renewal will be held at 1pm on Oct. 10. 
Reception from 2 to 4pm. 
 
In October, volunteers will begin making calls to local elementary schools 
and churches to spread the word about the Food Pantry. 
 
The IMAGE program's start date was moved to Oct. 5.  At this time, it 
looks like two clients will be returning. 
 
The council approved the snow plow contracts for the 2009-2010 season. 
 
Submitted by Blake Nyquist 
________________________________________________________________ 
 

It's Annual Report Time! 
 
It's hard to believe it's that time again already.  Anyone wishing to submit 
information for the annual report must turn it in by Monday, October 26.  
Electronic submissions are preferred.  If you have any questions please 
contact Julie in the office.  (If you need to look at last year's report, there 
are copies available in the literature stand in the narthex.)    



Treasurer’s Report for September 2009 
 

August was a good month for finances.  Income exceeded expenses by 
about $500.  We still do have a deficit for the year to date.   
 

 
 
 
Submitted by Donna Grooms 
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Health Focus Group 
In these days when talk of health care and our health seems to be 
everywhere, this fall we will be looking at ways that this congregation can 
be more engaged in promoting the health of its members and the 
community.  Being healthy is about a lot more than not being physically 
sick.  It’s about being spiritually and mentally healthy as well as physically 
well.  As part of one of my final classes for seminary, I will be conducting 
a focus group in October (date and time to be determined by the 
participants) to learn more about health ministries and to think about 
ways that this congregation can make itself healthier.  Are you a health 
provider looking to use your skills in a more holistic way?  Someone 
looking to improve their own health?  Someone concerned with the health 
of the community?  Someone who just wants to know what health 
ministries are?  This focus group is for you.  Please contact Michelle 
Werner at mmeints@gmail.com or by phone at (734) 646-4064 if you are 
interested in participating. 



CRAFT AND BAKE SALE RESULTS 
 
The craft and bake sale was a huge success!  The thanks go to the 
artists and artisans who created wondrous crafts, the bakers who made 
amazing treats, and especially the contributors…you folks at Saint Paul. 
The total from the sale was $1,725.00.  With the $250.00 grant from 
Thrivent we were able to give $1,975.00 to Lutheran Social Services of 
Michigan Child and Family Services to carry on their dedicated work. We 
congratulate you for your generosity! 
 
Marilyn Mook and Betty Velat 
 
__________________________________________________________ 
 
While growing up in northern Michigan, there seemed 
to be an instinctive drive to stock up with a little extra 
during the fall months.  The vegetable gardens were 
harvested and produce was frozen, canned, or 
otherwise preserved.  There seemed to be more food 
in the cupboards.   
 
As a child I did not seem to notice, but I remember 
we did not waste much.  It seemed like there were more people around 
the dinner table as friends and family would gather for celebrations and 
get-togethers.    There was also at least one or two days each winter 
where getting into town for groceries was just not going to happen and 
having a little extra in the cupboard never hurt.  
 
As the days become shorter and the nights cooler, we know that fall is 
arriving.  For many of us Fall is a time to celebrate God’s bountiful 
goodness and to harvest the food that has grown in the warm summer 
light.  
    
More and more people in our community and across the country are 
facing difficult times and cannot fill their pantries with a little extra right 
now.  They are struggling to meet the needs for today.  As support 
programs falter and resources dry up, they know they face the cold winter 
to come with less than what their families might need.  
 
Our service to Him through the Food Pantry is one way we can do 
something to make a difference.  We cannot solve the economy or fix 
many other things, but God only expects us to do what we can.  Thank 
you for your support of this outreach of God’s love.  
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The results of our last Red Cross blood drive, September 18th, were very 
positive. We had 34 presenting donors, (4 first time donors) and we 
received 28 productive pints of much needed blood. Our goal was 25 
pints. With these 28 pints we may have saved up to 84 lives. We would 
not have been able to accomplish this without the help of many dedicated 
members here at St. Paul.  It takes more than 12 volunteers to staff these 
blood drives. I also thank all of our members who are committed as blood 
donors. Our goal has been 25 productive pints of blood, and the last few 
blood drives we have been successful.  Beginning with our next blood 
drive we are being asked to increase our efforts, and raise our goal to 31 
pints. So I will continue to keep all of you informed of all future St. Paul 
blood drives and our results. I’ve mentioned this many times, and I will 
continue to remind everyone, this is a wonderful opportunity for us to 
serve our community. By providing this service, we are demonstrating our 
St. Paul Mission statement. 
 
 
 

Our next blood drive will take place  
Friday, November 20 th 12:30 to 6:15 pm.  

 
For information or an appointment,  

please call the church office at 351-8541  
or Terry Smith at 339-8784 (H) or  

712-1161 (C). 
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(1) Visit www.givelife.org   
(2) Sponsor code StPaulEL  
(3) Once at the site click “St.Paul Lutheran Church”. (You will need to 
register your first time in order to schedule.) 
(4) Select your appointment time. That’s it! 

�
Terry Smith, Blood Drive Coordinator 
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SUPPORT FRIENDSHIP HOUSE AND HAVE FUN!  Exercise that Gray 
Matter, Experience the World! The Executive Board of International 
Student Ministry-Lansing Area invites you to attend a Support-Raising 
Evening of Trivia and Fellowship.  This event will be held on Saturday 
October 10, 2009 from 7:00-9:00 p.m. at University Lutheran Church, 
East Lansing.  (Tours of the nearby Friendship House will be offered from 
6:00-7:00 p.m.)  Churches are invited to form teams and compete in 
answering trivia questions on a variety of topics.  A rotating trophy will be 
awarded to the winning table/congregation.  The cost per table of 2-8 
players is $100.00.  All proceeds will go toward furnishing the newly 
waterproofed “Lower Level” classroom in the basement of the Friendship 
House.  (Thrivent Financial will be matching up to $750.00!)  The evening 
will also include refreshments and entertainment.  For more information 
or to reserve your table, please contact Board President, Bill Benson at 
881-9848, bbenson@stlukehas.com or Anna Kortemeyer, Director at 
332-8050, intlstum@msu.edu����
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FALL CALENDAR 
ST. PAUL YOUTH GROUP 

7-12 GRADES 
 

Youth Advisors:  Mike Feldpausch, Megan Nyquist, and  
  Lynne Fortune 

 
 
Sat, Oct 24  Fellowship Event: Bonfire at 

Bremer’s: An evening of games, 
fun and s’mores! Weather 
permitting (Time TBA). 

 
Sat, Nov 21  Service Event:  Thanksgiving Baskets – packaging, 

delivering.  Details of event will be posted at later 
date; event typically is scheduled before 12:00 noon. 

 



Sun, Dec 6  Christmas Bake Sale:100% of the proceeds go to the 
Youth Group Fund for activities.   
 

January 2010  Fellowship Event:  Lock-in event (details posted at 
later date). 

 
Sat, Feb 6  Service Event:  9:00-11:00 a.m.  Soup Assembly for 

Souper Bowl Sunday.   Meet in Fellowship Hall. 
 
Sun, Feb 7  Service Event:  National Souper Bowl Sunday – 

Table set up in Narthex for sale; donations to benefit 
St. Paul Food Pantry and Youth Group. 

 
Sun, April 4  Service Event: Annual Easter Pancake Breakfast; 

donations to benefit Youth Group Fund. 
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Thanks to those of you who support the 
Meijer Community Rewards Program, the 
Youth Group received a check for $135.60 
in September.   
 
If you would like to participate in the 
program you can register online or at 1-

800-962-7011.  Our code is 606113.  Once you are registered, all you 
have to do is have your card swiped when you make a purchase. 
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Thrivent News  
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The Thrivent Financial for Lutherans Chapters of Barry, Eaton and 
Ingham County invite you to a social event on Sunday, October 4, 2009 at 
4:00 p.m. at Calvary Lutheran Church on W. St. Joseph Hwy in Lansing. 
Entertainment will be provided by Craig Tornquist whose 
comedy is clean, clever, and custom designed. There will 
also be food (appetizers), beverages, and time to socialize 
after the event. If you can join us, please contact Jan Hite 
(janhite@sbcglobal.net or 517-394-1675) or Connie 
Lenkowski (clenkowski@verizon.net or 517-655-5939) to 
reserve a seat. 
����



THE INGHAM COUNTY THRIVENT FINANCIAL BOARD WILL BE 
ELECTING TWO MEMBERS, A VICE PRESIDENT AND A CARE 
ABOUNDS IN COMMUNITIES DIRECTOR, TO BEGIN SERVICE I N 
JANUARY 2010.  Thrivent Financial for Lutherans was founded to help 
Lutherans care for and support one another in times of need, guided by 
the principles of the Christian faith. The Vice President assists the 
president and organizes the November election meeting. The Care 
Abounds in Community Director receives activity/funding requests and 
presents them to the board for approval. This is your chance to get 
involved with a group that allocates dollars to community and 
congregational service teams for helping individuals, families and 
qualified not-for-profit organizations. No experience is necessary. Please 
consider joining the Ingham County Thrivent Financial Board. Contact 
Jan Hite at janhite@sbcglobal.net or 517-394-1675 for more information. 
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“I cannot begin to guess at all the causes of our 
cultural sadness, not even the most important ones, but I can think of one 
thing that is wrong with us and eats away at us:  we do not know enough 
about ourselves.  We are ignorant about how we work, about where we fit 
in, and most of all about the enormous, imponderable system of life in 
which we are embedded as working parts.  We do not really understand 
nature, at all.  We have come a long way indeed, but just enough to 
become conscious of our ignorance.”  --  Lewis Thomas, from The 
Medusa and the Snail; More Notes of a Biology Watcher, published 1979. 
 
Reminder - Recycling Event  – September 30, at Van Atta’s Nursery on 
Old M-78, recycling plastic plant pots labeled #2, #5, and #6. 
 
Submitted by Barb Paff 
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                                                             The Green Team would love to hear from you. 
                                                              Contact Lindsay Cramer or Barb Paff. 
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Rally Sunday Worship @ Lake Lansing 9/13/09. 

����
����

OCTOBER READINGS 

Sunday, October 4  
Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Genesis 2:18–24 
Hebrews 1:1–4; 2:5–12 

Mark 10:2–16 
 

Sunday, October 11  
Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Amos 5:6–7, 10–15 
Hebrews 4:12–16 

Mark 10:17–31 
 

Sunday, October 18  
Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 

Isaiah 53:4–12 
Hebrews 5:1–10 
Mark 10:35–45 

 
Sunday, October 25  
Reformation Sunday 

Jeremiah 31:31–34 
Romans 3:19–28 

John 8:31–36����
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THE FAITH CLUB 
A Muslim, a Christian, a Jew 

 – Three Women Search for Understanding 
 

by Ranya Idliby, Suzanne Oliver, and Priscilla Warner 
 
I’d like to tell you about this book, in case you haven’t heard about it (it 
was published in 2006, and I finally got around to reading it!)  Shortly after 
September 11, 2001, a Muslim and a Christian in New York, who met at 
a school bus stop while waiting for their kindergarten-age daughters, 
decided to meet regularly to talk about their respective faiths, and they 
invited a Jewish mother to join them.  One of their goals was to write a 
book for their children highlighting the connections between their 
religions.  But first they had to confront the differences, including the 
fears, prejudices, and stereotypes. 
 
Some of the conversations were very uncomfortable, but in their words, 
“Somewhere along the way, our moments of conflict, frustration, and 
anger gave way to new understanding and great respect.”  They became 
close and lasting friends.  The powerful connection they discovered was 
that all three faiths emphasized loving and fearing God/Allah above all, 
and loving their neighbors as themselves. 
 
They taped their conversations, and transcribed excerpts are included, so 
the reader can “eavesdrop” on some of it, and much of the book consists 
of their written reflections.  I found it fascinating, and very helpful in 
learning about Judaism and Islam.  East Lansing Public Library has a 
copy of the book. 
 

Submitted by Barb Paff 
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St. Paul Lutheran Church Friday Euchre Night  

 
October 16, 2009  

 

Where: St. Paul Fellowship Hall.           When: 6: 30 p.m.  
 

Bring your favorite nonalcoholic drink, a snack to share and a deck of 
cards if you have it. Singles and partners are welcome.  



Potluck & Movie Night  

 
Please join us for another potluck and movie night at St. Paul, Saturday, 
October 17th. The theme this month is scary movie night and the movie 
will be chosen by popular vote. The choices are: the 1931 version of 
Frankenstein, the 1931 version of Dracula, the 1932 version of The 
Mummy, the 1933 version of King Kong, and the 1941 version of The 
Wolf Man. Most of these movies are short, so we will have a double 
feature for those who would like to stay. Look for the ballot box and 
ballots in the narthex.  Dinner will begin at 6:00 pm.  Please bring a dish 
to pass.  Table service & beverages will be provided.  (If you can't bring a 
dish to pass, please come anyway.) This is an opportunity for families to 
share food and fun, couples to have an inexpensive night out, and a 
chance to invite friends to our church.  Childcare can be made available if 
needed.  Please call ahead so we know to expect your children. 
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MCI – MICHIGAN/OHIO CONCERT CHOIR – SUNDAY 

NOVEMBER 22, 2:30 p.m.  
 

“Just Say Merry Christmas”  
 

Pre-paid  ticket orders will be taken on a first come basis. The tickets are 
available now, so if you plan on attending this event, please contact Terry 
& Char Smith immediately, at 339-8784.  We can get a special group 
price of $18.00 each, rather than the usual $20.00 per ticket. This 
wonderful and popular Christmas concert 
has been selling out the past few years. 
We must get our tickets ordered now. 
 

����
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02   Herbert Brehmer 
03   Judith Fryer 
06   Anne Smith 
07   Shirley Vincent 
   Pat Schrauben 
13   Joan Kretschman 
14   Stacy Turke 
15   Hannah Szymanski 
18   Jeanne Rogers 
19     Marjorie Yanz 
   Ethan Claucherty 
21   Chuck Nelson 
22   Audrey Shireman 
25   Kristin Hynes         30        Jim Claucherty 
   Perry Reynolds                    Sandy Miller 
   Daniel Nelson         31        Shannon McGaughey 
   

 

Anniversaries 
 

 01 Vicki & Gary Kitts 
 03 Cindy & Mark Martin 
 11 Fred & Dee Hartwig 
 20 Larry & Brenda Howser 
 24 Jim & Sandy Miller 
 30 Gerry & Suzanne Jolicoeur 
 

 
 

Please note:   If your birthday or anniversary is NOT listed and it should 
be, it is because we do not have it on file.  If you would like to have your 
day recognized in the future, please let the office know.         
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A NOTE FROM THE EDITORS:   The deadline for the November 
Newsletter is noon, Monday, October 19 th. Submissions should be in 
written format, preferably electronic.  They may be mailed to the church, 
emailed to officemanager@stpaul-el.org or placed in the office 
manager's mailbox. Due to time issues, we are unable to accept verbal 
requests unless there are extenuating circumstances.  If you are not 
sure what information is needed, a form is available in the office.  They 
are located on the wall to the left of the bulletin board.   Some editing 
may be necessary due to space and layout, but if significant changes 
need to be made, you will be contacted.  Thank you in advance for your 
cooperation.  Julie Anderson and Lindsay Cramer. 


