
� � � � � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � 
 � ���
 
 
St. Paul Lutheran Church, East Lansing, MI                SEPTEMBER 2009 
 

�

�

�����������	
�
�
�
����������
���
 �

�

 

Here comes the Fall Schedule for Saint Paul along with the rest of our 
lives.  But first I want to talk about something else. The Church-wide 
Assembly of the ELCA, of which our congregation is a member, voted on 
several issues last week.  It voted to invite the United Methodist Church  
to be full communion partners with us. It also voted to initiate a program 
along with the World Hunger program to help eradicate malaria  in the 
Third World. But the two decisions that have attracted the most interest 
are the ones that have to do with sex. First, the Assembly approved the 
Social Statement on “Human Sexuality”  by exactly 2/3rds vote. This 
document talks of the gift of sexuality in the various aspects of our lives. 
It is a document meant for discussion by members of the congregations. 
It tends to promote marriage and the life of the family.  If you have not 
read it previously, it is available at http://www.elca.org  
 
The other vote concerning sexuality  passed by 68%.  It allows non-
celibate, monogamous homosexual persons to be ordained as pastors or 
for other leadership positions in the church. Previously, homosexuals 
could be pastors or hold another leadership role in the church if they were 
celibate. This change says that such a person now can be ordained if he 
or she is living in a life-long monogamous relationship with a partner of 
the same gender.  However, no congregation will be required to accept 
homosexual clergy if they do not wish to do so. This vote was passed by 
68%.  One result is that this should eliminate the surprise of finding out 
later that your pastor is gay. That information will be right up front in the 
call process.  
 
I know this is a difficult issue for many of us. I just hope we will be open to 
communicating with each other no matter which side of the issue we are 
on. I believe we are all sisters and brothers in Christ who legitimately 
differ in our interpretation of Holy Scripture. I believe people of both views 
are trying to be faithful to God and their understanding of the Bible. It is 
not easy, it is painful, but Jesus never said it would be easy to follow him. 
In fact he pointed out there is a price to pay, to take up our cross and 
follow him. I believe he speaks to both sides on the issue and that we 



need to trust him to be with us no matter what follows. I ask and pray that 
the Holy Spirit will guide us and we will follow God's will for us, wherever 
he may lead us. May there be peace in your hearts that passes all human 
understanding, the peace that comes only from God. 
 
Now for the list of exciting autumn events at St. Paul!  The children and 
youth begin back to school soon. We look forward to Rally Sunday  on 
September 13th, at 9:30AM at Lake Lansing Park South. We will begin 
with Worship and then go on to a potluck and games for all ages. The 
following Sunday, the 20th, we begin our Fall Schedule of 8:30 and 
11:00AM Worship with Sunday School at 9:45AM. We will begin the new 
AKALOO  Sunday School program. “Akaloo” is the word in Greek, the 
language of the New Testament, which translates, “Follow Me.” That was 
the invitation Jesus gave to those who became his disciples. So we want 
to follow Jesus too. 
 
Also this month we are having a fundraiser to help pay off the money 
owed on the loan for the new furnaces. On Sunday, Sept. 20th we will 
hold an Ice Cream Social after both services, which will receive a gift 
from Thrivent of $250 if we raise that much in donations. Also that day we 
will Dedicate the Saint Paul Mission House as an extension of our 
ministry to the community. If the weather is nice we can get our ice cream 
and go over to the deck at the Mission House for a short dedication 
ceremony. If it isn't we can do the dedication in the sanctuary. 
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Mark Your Calendar for 
September  

  

06 Pantry Offering  
09 Churchwide Assembly Discussion 
11 Euchre Night 
13  Rally Sunday at Lake Lansing   
16 Servant or Sucker Study Begins  
18 Blood Drive  
20 Sunday School Resumes 
 Ice Cream Social Fundraiser for Furnace 
 Dedication of Mission House  
�
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Treasurer’s Report for August 2009 
 
Unified expenses in July were $13,064.65.  Deficit through July is 
$4112.00. 
 
A first draft of the 2010 budget was prepared and reviewed with the 
congregation on August 16th.  All items in the budget were kept flat, 
unless actual data indicated there should be an adjustment.  All 
employees were given 2% raises and Benevolence was increased by 2%. 
The result was basically no increase in unified expenses from 2009 to 
2010. 
 

 
Submitted by Donna Grooms 
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ACTION FOR LSSM COLLECTION FOR SEPTEMBER:  
SHAMPOO AND LARGE SOAP BARS  

 
The foster care program at Lutheran Social Services is in 
need of shampoo and large bars of soap.  Please place 
them in the blue bin in the coat area. If you have any 
questions please contact Betty Velat or Julie Anderson. 



IMAGE will be resuming in September and we need you r help.  
Some of our volunteers are not going to be available as regularly as they 
have in the past.  Please consider volunteering.  Without more 
volunteers, the program will not be able to continue. If you would like 
more information about what's involved and/or you would be willing to 
help out once in awhile, please call Julie in the office or at home 332-
5816. (It's not hard.) 
________________________________________________ 

 
We are looking for someone who 
would enjoy the challenge of 
researching grants and other funding 
sources for the St. Paul Pantry and 
IMAGE program. 
 

If you are interested in getting involved in this worthwhile endeavor, 
please contact Julie in the office at 351-8541 or at home at 332-5816. 
________________________________________________ 
 
”With unemployment in Michigan skyrocketing - June's rate was 15.2 
percent, the highest since May 1983 - nearly 100,000 people are 
expected to exhaust their unemployment benefits in the state between 
May of this year and January 2010, state officials say. More than 3,000 
live in mid-Michigan.”  - Lansing State Journal,  August 2, 2009 
 

This article in the Lansing State Journal is an example of why the need 
for a food and personal needs pantry continues to be an ever present 
reality in Mid-Michigan.  So far this year our Pantry has made close to 90 
distributions to a variety of families and individuals with short term needs. 
  
The Food Pantry Committee would like to offer our continuing 
appreciation for everyone’s help and assistance in offering the Love of 
Christ through these distributions.   If you would like to be more involved, 
please feel free to join us.  The Food Pantry Committee meets the first 
Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. at the church. 
 

We have made our first pickup from the Mid-
Michigan Food Bank, which is a tremendous 
resource and helps us make the best possible use 
of our resources.    We will continue to collect 
donations every first Sunday, but will accept 
donations at any time. 
 

Thank you and God has blessed what you do.  
The Food Pantry Committee 
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On August 8 and 10, ULC, together with Faith 
Lutheran and St. Paul Lutheran, held a Women’s 
Bible Study Retreat entitled Mary: a Woman for All 
Seasons.  This study was led by Kay Meints, St. Paul, 
and Michelle Meints Werner who just completed her 

year of a pastoral internship at Immanuel Lutheran in Jackson, Michigan.  
This energetic and gifted mother-daughter team guided the group 
through the study written by Pastor Christa von Zychin.  The retreat had 
about 37 participants. An offering of $150.00 was collected for the ELCA 
Fund for Leaders to help seminary students with their tuition and 
expenses. Attendees provided snacks and a potluck luncheon.  Thanks 
to everyone for the delicious potluck luncheon, snacks, and the many 
helping hands. Dian Wright, Cathy Clugston and Terrie Reinoehl were the 
set up/clean up crew. We would like to give special thanks to our great 
church staff – Linda and Ed and the pastoral staff.  
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Join us Wednesday 
nights at 7:30 pm 
beginning, September 
16. 
 
We've all been there. 
Someone, obviously 
poor or homeless, 
approaches you and 
asks for money. What 
do you do? Do you 
give money, knowing it 
may be used on drugs 
and alcohol or do you 
say "no" or even ignore 
the person as you walk 
by? No one wants to 
be a sucker in these 
situations but at the 
same time Jesus' call 
to help the poor 
echoes in our hearts 
and minds. 

 
Servant or Sucker? Wise and Compassionate Ways to H elp the Poor  
helps viewers discern appropriate, Christ-centered actions when it comes 
to addressing poverty on a personal or organizational level. Included are 
realities of poverty such as the concepts of time, relationships, money 
and values; a "poverty tour"; interviews with those who are homeless or 
poor; interviews with those who have helped and/or have been suckered; 
and steps viewers can take to be an effective servant without getting 
suckered. 
 
Session titles are:  

· The Dilemma 
· Why Do People Beg? 
· An Individual's Response 
· Making Compassionate Decisions 
· Churches' and Organizations' Response				
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FALL CALENDAR 
ST. PAUL YOUTH GROUP 

7-12 GRADES 
 

Youth Advisors:  Mike Feldpausch, Megan Nyquist, and  
  Lynne Fortune 

 
 
Sat, Sept 19  Fellowship Event (*tentative*): Bowling Tournament 

at Holiday Lanes, 8 pm – 10 pm. Meet in church 
parking lot for carpool. 

 
October ‘09  Fellowship Event: Bonfire at Bremer’s: An evening 

of games, fun and s’mores! Weather permitting (Date 
and time TBA). 

 
Sat, Nov 21  Service Event:  Thanksgiving Baskets – packaging, 

delivering.  Details of event will be posted at later 
date; event typically is scheduled before 12:00 noon. 

 
Sun, Dec 6  Christmas Bake Sale: 100% of the proceeds go to the 

Youth Group Fund for activities.   
 

January 2010  Fellowship Event:  Lock-in event (details posted at 
later date). 

 
Sat, Feb 6  Service Event:  9:00-11:00 a.m.  Soup Assembly for 

Souper Bowl Sunday.   Meet in Fellowship Hall. 
 
Sun, Feb 7  Service Event:  National Souper Bowl Sunday – 

Table set up in Narthex for sale; Donations to benefit 
St. Paul Food Pantry and Youth Group. 

 
Sun, April 4  Service Event: Annual Easter Pancake Breakfast; 

Donations to benefit Youth Group Fund. 
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Although there have been some major 
changes to the program, we are still 
participating in the Meijer Community 
Rewards program.  If you use a Meijer 
credit card, cash or a debit card to make 

purchases at Meijer, please consider signing up.  You can register at 1-
800-962-7011.  Our code is 606113.  Thank you to those of you who 
already participate. 
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12pm-6pm Plastic recycling at Van Atta's. Plastic marked #2, 
#5, #6 ONLY. 
 
Submitted by Barb Paff 
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Rally Day Sunday, September 13 
 

9:30 AM-Worship at Lake Lansing Park South in the pavilion 
 

11:00 AM-Potluck.  Please bring a dish to pass. 
Paper products & regular lemonade provided. 

 

Fun and games to follow.  
Please bring a white elephant prize for Bingo. 

 

				
SEPTEMBER READINGS 

Sunday, September 6  
Fourteenth Sunday after 

Pentecost 
Isaiah 35:4–7a 

James 2:1–10[11–13] 14–17 
Mark 7:24–37 

 
Sunday, September 20  
Sixteenth Sunday after 

Pentecost 
Jeremiah 11:18–20 

James 3:13—4:3; 4:7–8a 
Mark 9:30–37 

 

Sunday, September 13  
Fifteenth Sunday after 

Pentecost 
Isaiah 50:4–9a 
James 3:1–12 
Mark 8:27–38 

 
Sunday, September 27  

Seventeenth Sunday after 
Pentecost 

Numbers 11:4–6, 10–16, 24–29 
James 5:13–20 
Mark 9:38–50

                                                             The Green Team would love to hear from you. 
                                                     Contact Lindsay Cramer, Susan Kendall, or Barb Paff. 



 
\ 

Please update your prayer requests by filling out a   
St. Paul Prayer Request Card for anyone you would like 

to remain on the list or add to the list.    
 

 

 

In an effort to make our prayer list more meaningful and current, we are 
asking everyone to utilize our new prayer request cards. 
 

All you have to do is get a card from the basket on the ledge in the 
narthex and fill it out as completely as possible.   
 

· Indicate what you would like the prayers for: illness, spiritual 
needs, family issues, bereavement, emotional needs, or 
thanksgiving.  If you have a request that doesn't quite fit any of 
these, please feel free to include more info on the back of the 
card.   

 

· Include the name of the person we are praying for. 
 

· Put your name on the card so we can follow up with you to get 
more details if necessary (optional). 

 

· We will date the card when we receive it in the office and keep 
the name on the list for three months.  If we do not receive 
another card from you, we will assume that the prayers are no 
longer needed.  If the person only needs to be on the list short-
term, please let us know.   

 

 

· Completed cards should be placed back in the basket or on the 
desk in the office. 

 

Our intent is not to exclude people from the prayer list, but to let people 
know what they are praying for so that it can be more meaningful for 
those praying and those being prayed for. 
 

If you are not able to fill out a prayer request ca rd at the church, 
please feel free to call the office.     
 
Your support is greatly appreciated.  Please let me 
know if you have any questions or suggestions.   
 

~Julie Anderson 
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St. Paul Lutheran Church 2nd Friday Euchre Night  

 
September 11, 2009  

 

Where: St. Paul Fellowship Hall.           When: 6: 30 p.m.  
 

Bring your favorite nonalcoholic drink, a snack to share and a deck of 
cards if you have it. Singles and partners are welcome.  
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MCI – MICHIGAN/OHIO CONCERT CHOIR – SUNDAY 
NOVEMBER 22, 2:30 p.m.  

 
“Just Say Merry Christmas”  

 

Pre-paid  ticket orders will be taken on a first come basis. The tickets are 
available now, so if you plan on attending this event, please contact Terry 
& Char Smith immediately, at 339-8784.  We can get a special group 
price of $18.00 each, rather than the usual $20.00 per ticket. This 
wonderful and popular Christmas concert has been selling out the past 
few years. We must get our tickets ordered now. 
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Birthdays 
 

01  Charles Rogers      21  Bob Smith 
02  Jessica Forturne       Erich Jolicoeur 
03  Diane Riffel       22  Amy Verhoustraete 
  Elizabeth Pratt      24  Jim Cox 
  Madison Stave        Jake Smith 
06  Carol Buzzitta      25  Debra Singer 
07  Mason Kowalski       Caroline Collins 
08  Connie Severy      27  Dennis Kowalski 
09  Susan Jacobs        Rodger Johnson 
  Rheanna Goodrich    28  Lindsay Cramer 
13  Nathan Anderson     29  Julie Anderson 
14  Betty Ferry         Dan Grooms 
15  Emma Grooms        Lisa Nofzinger 
16  Garrett Shireman     30  Erin Henderson 
18  Mike Claucherty 
 
      Anniversaries 

 

02 Jim & Ardyth Claucherty 
04 Rodger & Bev Johnson 
09 Bob & Pat Reynolds 
21 Ken & Kim Brzozowski 
 Jim & Michelle D'Lamater 
30 Rick & Kathy Klingensmith 
 
 
 

Please note:   If your birthday or anniversary is NOT listed and it should 
be, it is because we do not have it on file.  If you would like to have your 
day recognized in the future, please let the office know.         

				
				

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A NOTE FROM THE EDITORS:   The deadline for the September 
Newsletter is noon, Monday, September 21 st. Submissions should be 
in written format, preferably electronic.  They may be mailed to the 
church, emailed to officemanager@stpaul-el.org or placed in the office 
manager's mailbox. Due to time issues, we are unable to accept verbal 
requests unless there are extenuating circumstances.  If you are not 
sure what information is needed, a form is available in the office.  They 
are located on the wall to the left of the bulletin board.   Some editing 
may be necessary due to space and layout, but if significant changes 
need to be made, you will be contacted.  Thank you in advance for your 
cooperation.  Julie Anderson and Lindsay Cramer. 


