St. Paul Lutheran Church, East Lansing, Ml JULY 2009

How do we connect with God? Or, how does God connect with us? One
of the activities I've missed this summer is our own Vacation Bible
School. Not that | am against joining with another congregation in doing a
joint VBS, but somehow it is not the same. Of course | know our Sunday
School teachers need a break too, and | certainly don't begrudge them
that! They are the ones who often end up doing both Sunday School and
VBS, and that can be exhausting. Most of the time these same people
are working full-time as well. | guess maybe I'm just nostalgic for a slower
pace of life and a less structured life-style. It just shows my age. But one
thing that VBS did that | believe we will miss, is that it provided a way for
neighborhood children and their parents who had not been a part of the
congregation to have a safe way of testing out and then connecting with
Sunday School and Church.

In every congregation I've been a part of, Vacation Bible School brought
children in to be connected with the Biblical story and a possible long-
term relationship with God. In my home congregation back in lowa, one
summer | taught VBS to the older class of 6th graders. There was one
young girl in my class whose family didn't usually come to church. They
didn't have a lot of money and probably not any good Sunday clothes.
(Back then you needed them to feel like you could belong.) But she had a
strong desire to know about Jesus. Whenever we spoke of Jesus and
God's love you could see in her eyes that she wanted to know more.
Even in the 6th grade she was looking after her younger siblings and
trying to keep them out of trouble.

After | moved away and went to college | didn't get back to my home
church very often. But one summer, many years later, Barb and | were
home and went to church. It was a summer outdoor service; we have a
huge oak tree on the church property and we could get almost everybody
in the shade of that tree for one of the services. (There was no air-
conditioning in the sanctuary.) There | saw her as she was ushering,
helping pass the offering plates. And | wondered if she would have been
there had there not been Vacation Bible School for her. Now knowing



how interested she was in finding out all about Jesus, | bet she would
have found a way to get more connected with Him. But | was glad that
she had found a way to get connected with God. In her case VBS had
helped her find her way in.

The more ways people have of finding their way into church, the better.
We just need to find better ways of doing that today. With the economic
times in which we live there is not a great labor pool, which can re-
animate VBS for us. But let's think about where we can create multiple
safe entry points into the congregation for those who are on the outside.
God will help us find a way to do this. I'm happy that this young child of
God made her way into a relationship with Jesus. After all, that is what
church is all about. It is a place where you can connect with God, learn
more about the Bible, and give God praise! Have a great summer and
don't be a stranger. We all need a break, but | believe we need God
more! And it's up to each of us to help others find their way into our
church family.
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July is month!

Both Pastor Moe and Julie are taking vacations in July. Office hours
may vary during these times, so please call ahead before stopping
by. While Pastor Moe is on vacation, Pastor Dan Johnson from
Grace Lutheran Church in Lansing will be handling all pastoral
emergencies. The office phone number at Grace Lutheran is 372-
5830.

Julie's vacation is July 5-17.

Pastor Moe's vacation is July 20-26.




After discussions at council | am suggesting these approaches to follow-
up on the suggestions of the congregation about how to increase income
and decrease costs. Original suggestion is in italics, committee

assignment in bold  and discussion in regular text.

I iall .
How can we do the same but cheaper — Overall thought. Everyone will
keep this in mind.

Practical stewardship with a focus on what is most important? What is the
minimum structure of the church? What is our core? What is our role? —
This set of ideas brings into focus the need to examine our priorities. This
should be something we discuss at next congregational conversation in
early fall before budget is put together.

Refocus on the mission statement — A shorter way to get us to focus on
our core values than the above set of ideas. Goes to the same place.
Again, good for next congregational conversation in early fall.

Rent space to groups — Not going to focus on this as we currently have a
policy for donations and this may create significant concerns in regards to
insurance and liability.

Grants for activities — This is something that each committee/function
needs to deal with. For example, for Food Bank there is certainly money
out there. Same for many other aspects of the church. Need to always
remember strings attached to grants. Few are gifts with no strings.

Property Committee —  While we received these few suggestions below,

please think of all the ways we could cut property related operating costs.
Having a more efficient heating/cooling system should be beneficial, but
what are some other ways?

Cut air conditioning this summer

Eliminate cost of snowplowing by doing it ourselves

Refine the snowplow contract

. .
Make contributions through website — Strengthen simply giving as well as
general contributions through the website. Again, look at costs as well as
benefits.

Provide information and ask for donations for food bank on website —
Work with Foodbank committee and clearly understand and explain costs
to set up and maintain system as well as accept donations by credit card.



Quarterly conversations on finances — Will be done. Will need the
cooperation of Finance Committee and President. | will do my best to run
the meetings such as this quarterly. Donna and Rick are providing the
needed info so | don't think we will need to generate any additional
information to do this. It is a listening/communication function.

Keep congregation informed of unified budget — Donna and Rick are
doing this very well now with income and expenditure reports annually.
We will use these in newsletters, bulletins and the quarterly
conversations on finances.

Pass a 2010 break even budget — First challenge will be to propose such
as a committee. This may entail showing what we will need to give up to
make this happen.

Cutting small salaries will not matter — This is a true challenge as 81% of
operation costs are salaries. Hence, salaries do need to be seriously
considered if we hope to achieve a break-even/balanced budget unless
there is a considerable increase in giving.

ishi .
Concerted effort to encourage long-term thinking about estate planning
donations — Need to involve synod/ELCA expertise here.

Encourage people to use simply giving - this should be part of our
Stewardship campaign this fall.

Provide podcast on website — Steve, Pastor, Rick, Blake and others
please explore opportunities for podcasts on a variety of topics, but
especially those that relate to worship.

We have used both of the actions below as fundraisers in the past with
some success. Both are somewhat time consuming but for the right
person, they are very functional and successful. Key thing is that all such
activity needs to be approved per procedures by council BEFORE it is
announced. There is also concern that it draws away from regular giving.

Rummage sale to be a money maker
Auctions

Endowment Committee

Endowment committee become more active and flexible — Endowment
Committee needs to consider current procedures/approach and
recommend changes if any to congregation. This is not something to be
changed quickly or easily on purpose.



| look forward to each committee’s response and to fair and honest
discussion of these suggestions. | will be bringing up these specific points
for each committee representative at the June council meeting. Thanks,
Chuck Nelson

Treasurer's Report

Through May
B YearTalate
73,497 74,155
12,993
7,989
1st Mile Unified Expenses 2nd Mile Martgage
[Unified)Giving IMarigage Maiving Paymaent

May was a very good month for Unified and Mortgage giving as well as a
low expenses month. Thus, we were able to catch up on our deficit for
the unified budget. We came out of May with only a $658 year to date
deficit. In July | will be contacting the heads of committees to determine
their budget projections for 2010. The goal is to have a draft budget put
together by the end of July.

Submitted by Donna Grooms

ACTION FOR LSSM COLLECTION FOR JULY:
SOCKS AND SANITARY ITEMS.

The foster care program at Lutheran Social Services is in need of all
kinds of socks and sanitary items. Please place them in the blue bin in
the coat area. If you have any questions please contact Betty Velat or
Julie Anderson.




ACTION for LUTHERAN SOCIAL SERVICES

Do you have a hobby? What do you make? Can we have one or two for
our craft & bake sale??

Our sale will be August 30th this year. We can't have a sale without
crafts! We have a blue plastic bin under the coat rack where | collect
items for the foster children. If you put the craft item in the blue bin I will
know it is for the sale.

Questions? Contact Betty Velat 517-321-4926/755-8759 or
grammalil2132@sbcglobal.net

Food Bank ,

Congratulations to the St. Paul Pantry
Committee for being approved for

membership in the Mid-Michigan Food Bank. (S{ /Paul amf’«y

Membership gives us another source for food

supplies for the St. Paul Pantry at a much reduced cost. In order to
qualify, the Food Pantry Committee here at St. Paul met with
representatives from the Mid-Michigan Food Bank and reviewed the
operating guidelines. After making a few minor changes to our physical
setup and our processes, we were approved.

In 2007, nearly 50,000 people received 4.4 million pounds of packaged
food and 1.3 million pounds of fresh produce from the Mid-Michigan Food
Bank. In 2009, St. Paul will be there to help people in our neighborhood
with assistance from the Mid-Michigan Food Bank.

While Mid-Michigan Food Bank will provide food and supplies, we
will continue to have our regular food drive and co llections on the
first Sunday of each month. The services St. Pau  I's provides are
specific and personal, and as always, your contribu tions and
assistance are greatly appreciated.

St. Paul Pantry Committee



Again, | want to thank all of you who participated as helpers or donors,
with our Red Cross Blood Drive on May 1st. Remember, each time we
offer our facility and assist in the hosting of a Red Cross Blood Drive, we
are serving our community in a very special way. Each pint of blood we
get has the potential of saving three lives. The need for blood in our area
continues to be urgent.
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| praise and thank God for your continued commitment.

Terry Smith — Blood Drive Coordinator 7/09
339-8784 or 712-1161

We are looking for someone
7 7 who would enjoy the challenge
of researching grants and other

6 funding sources for these
$:<9 programs.
8 =12
-2 If you are interested in getting
> involved in this worthwhile

endeavor, please contact Julie
in the office at 351-8541 or at home at 332-5816.

n Don't throw those ink jet cartridges away!
Bring them in and we will recycle them for you.
‘ ’j The proceeds from this program go to support
¢ programs at Lutheran Social Services Ministries.




gj@ﬂlﬁu Update

SUMMER CALENDAR
SENIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP
9-12 GRADES

Youth Advisors: Mike Feldpausch, Megan Nyquist, an  d
Lynne Fortune

July 12 Fellowship Event: Bonding activities with ULC.
For youth attending the Gathering.
6:00 — 8:00 pm.

July 21-27 ELCA National Gathering in New Orleans.

St. Paul Youth will be traveling to and from New
Orleans July 21°-27™, where 36,000 Youth from
around the country will be ministering to the city
of New Orleans through service-oriented
projects and worship. Many activities, fellowship,
speakers and bands will also be part of the
experience.

Aug 13 Service Event: “Putt for a Purpose” at Little
Hawk Putting Course (Hawk Hollow Golf
Course). Putting course to benefit Christian
Services. Chipping Challenge, Dinner, Putting
and Prizes. 5:00 — 8:30 pm.




We are once again teaming up with ULC to offer a co
Vacation Bible School.

Registration forms and sign-up sheets for volunteer
shelf in the narthex.

mbined

s are on the
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St. Paul's
Earthkeeping Ministry

“The World is a great Library, and the Fruit-trees are some of the Bookes
wherein we may read and see plainly the Attributes of God his Power,
Wisdome, Goodnesse.

- Ralph Austen, A Treatise of Fruit Trees (1653)

The Green Team would love to hear from you.
Contact Lindsay Cramer, Susan Kendall, or Barb Paff.

Dear Friends,

The Prayer Quilt Ministry continues to grow - internationally and in the
USA. There is even a greater need for prayers in our world. | have
beautiful quilt tops, some made by Marilyn Mook, ready for your prayer
needs. Call me, 517.468.2317; or e-mail me at wilsonbw@tds.net with
your needs. Pastor Rich and Julie are able to take your requests, too.

These are the graduating seniors | know of for 2010: Alexis, Abbey,
Kirsten, Emma, and Ethan. If you know of another graduate in our
congregation, please let me know by September 2009.

The prayer quilts for high school graduates has been a rewarding and
blessed ministry. | have been blessed by the love of friends who have
helped me in the past. | appreciate Toot Kuisel for her skills and talent to
put these quilts together. She has been a blessing to work with. She
reminds me of this message from Psalm 126:3 NIV: The Lord has done
great things for us, and we are filled with joy. | thank our lord for his
many blessings.

In Christ's love,
Betty Wilson
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2009 Summer Women'’s Bible Study

This summer, women from ULC, St. Paul’s, and Faith Lutheran
will once again have a chance for an in-depth day-long Bible
study. Last year’s Bible study was so successful it was decided
to offer two different sessions on two different days. The dates
are Saturday August 8 and Monday August 10. Both days will
be from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm at ULC.

This year’s study will be “Mary: A Woman for All Seasons.”
This study was written by the Rev. Christa von Zychin, who is
serving with the ELCA Mission in Hong Kong, China with her

husband, Wayne Nieminen. Pastor Christa has long been

fascinated by Mary, the mother of our Lord, as a source of
spiritual friendship and empowerment for women of all cultures
and ages. The day-long study will be broken into three
sessions: The Annunciation; Kinships, Friendships and Holy
Encounters; and Mary Among the Disciples.

Kay Meints of St. Paul will be co-leading these sessions with
her daughter Michelle (Meints) Werner who is finishing up her
year of a pastoral internship at Immanuel Lutheran
in Jackson, Michigan.

Like last year, we will have a potluck luncheon and snacks. We are
asking the women of ULC to bring a dish to pass for lunch and the
women of St. Paul and Faith to bring something to share for a snack.

Please come and prepare to be enriched and find in Mary how a life richly
lived in faith can point you towards a fuller life in Christ throughout your
own seasons in life.

Please email Terrie Reinoehl, reinoeh2@msu.edu if you plan to attend
and on which date.
3

JULY READINGS

Sunday, July 5 Sunday, July 12
Fifth Sunday after Pentecost Sixth Sun  day after Pentecost
Ezekiel 2:1-5 Amos 7:7-15
2 Corinthians 12:2-10 Ephesians 1:3-14

Mark 6:1-13 Mark 6:14-29



Sunday _July 19 Sunday, July 26
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost Eighth Sunda vy after Pentecost

Jeremiah 23:1-62 Kings 4:42-44
Ephesians 2:11-22 Ephesians 3:14-21
Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 John 6:1-21

Introducing the St. Paul Prayer Request Card

In an effort to make our prayer list more meaningful and current, we are
asking everyone to utilize our new prayer request cards.

All you have to do is get a card from the basket on the ledge in the
narthex and fill it out as completely as possible.

Indicate what you would like the prayers for: illness, spiritual
needs, family issues, bereavement, emotional needs, or
thanksgiving. If you have a request that doesn't quite fit any of
these, please feel free to include more info on the back of the
card.

Include the name of the person we are praying for.

Put your name on the card so we can follow up with you to get
more details if necessary (optional).

We will date the card when we receive it in the office and keep
the name on the list for three months. If we do not receive
another card from you, we will assume that the prayers are no
longer needed. If the person only needs to be on the list short-
term, please let us know.

Completed cards should be placed back in the basket or on the
desk in the office.

Our intent is not to exclude people from the prayer list, but to let people
know what they are praying for so that it can be more meaningful for
those praying and those being prayed for.

If you are not able to fill out a prayer
request card at the church, please feel
free to call the office.

Your support is greatly appreciated.
Please let me know if you have any
guestions or suggestions.

~Julie Anderson
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St. Paul Lutheran Church 2 ™ Friday Euchre Niaht is takina a
break for the summer, but will resume in September.

: X Contact Fred or Dee Hartwig Jr.
2 at (517) 655-4535 if you have questions.
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“Just Say Merry Christmas”

Pre-paid ticket orders will be taken on a first come basis. The tickets are
available now, so if you plan on attending this event, please contact Terry
& Char Smith immediately, at 339-8784. We can get a special group
price of $18.00 each, rather than the usual $20.00 per ticket. This
wonderful and popular Christmas concert has been selling out the past
few years. We must get our tickets ordered now.



Attention Golfers

Here are two opportunities to have some fun and support a good cause:

Meridian Community Resour ces Commission
Emergency Needs Fund
2009 Golf Fest
Saturday, July 25, 2009
Meridian Sun Golf Club, Haslett

Christian Services/Love INC
Putt for a Purpose
Thursday, August 13, 2009
On the Little Hawk Putting Course
Hawk Hollow Golf Course

Hole sponsors are also needed for this event.

Registration forms with detailed information are av ailable for both
events on the ledge in the narthex.
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03 Raphael Mousaad

04  Christian Claucherty

05 Jane Bunge
Nicholas Wolf

06  Craig Anderson

08  Robert Grooms

10 Vicki Pline

11 Daryan Wilber

12 Beth Leow 24  Elijah Garcia
Eric Leow 26 Woody Brenneman
Tyler Brzozowski 27 Beth Garcia

15  Jacob Sevrey 28 Rebecca Hayes

16 Mark Martin Teagan Singer
Stan Strieter 30 Eric Johnson

19 Brittany Belding Michael Johnson

22 Jamie Gray Caleb Claucherty



Anniversaries

01 Blake & Megan Nyquist
Michael & Helen Wilber

11 Mike & Mary Claucherty

12 Tim & Rheanna Goodrich

13 Garrett & Stacy Turke

19 Chuck & Dorothy Schneider
Paul & Virginia Cruz

25 Gordon & Cheryl Oak

26 Terry & Char Smith

Please note: If your birthday or anniversary is NOT listed and it should
be, it is because we do not have it on file. If you would like to have your
day recognized in the future, please let the office know.

A NOTE FROM THE EDITORS: The deadline for the August
Newsletter is noon, Monday, July 20 " Submissions should be in
written format, preferably electronic. They may be mailed to the church,
emailed to officemanager@stpaul-el.org or placed in the office
manager's mailbox. Due to time issues, we are unable to accept verbal
requests unless there are extenuating circumstances. If you are not
sure what information is needed, a form is available in the office. They
are located on the wall to the left of the bulletin board. Some editing
may be necessary due to space and layout, but if significant changes
need to be made, you will be contacted. Thank you in advance for your
cooperation. Julie Anderson and Lindsay Cramer.




