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Soon many of us will be beginning on our summer schedules. Here at church 
we begin our single worship service at 9:30 AM on Sunday, May 24th until 
early September. We have a Congregational Meeting on Sunday May 3rd to 
hear about our financial situation and also decide if we should replace the 
heating system. That day we will have Sunday School at 9:45 AM but only 
one service at 11:00 AM followed by pizza and then the congregational 
meeting. The following Sunday, May 10th, there will be the opportunity for 
further conversation on financial matters between services at 9:45 AM in the 
sanctuary. 
 
Recently I was reading an article in a clergy magazine by Bill Easum, one of 
the church health gurus. In it he talks about the good news in the bad 
economy. His focus is on how we fight our fears: “In bad times fear is the 
beast that destroys churches, families, and friendships. Fear must be 
conquered if churches are to remain strong.” He points out that fear does 
strange things to people; it even becomes an addiction. But there is another 
worse thing about fear: it is the opposite of love. It can rob us of our faith, 
the faith we need to sustain us in difficult times. It steals our hope for the 
future. It can make us selfish. Here is a powerful thought: “Fear fills a void 
in people when faith is absent or weak.” 
 
So when we are tempted to fall victim to fear just remember what Jesus said 
to his disciples following his resurrection, “Peace be unto you, as the Father 
has sent me so I send you.” John 20:21. So just as Jesus came to bring peace 
into our hearts and minds, so too he sends us to help our sisters and brothers 
in their times of fear and anxiety. Right after saying this, Jesus breathes on 
them and gives them the Holy Spirit. This is God's own power to deal with 
all the challenges that attack us. Whether it is fear of losing our job or 
wondering where our retirement income disappeared to, the Holy Spirit can 
give us strength as his baptized children. We do not need to live in fear or 
distress. Yes, the challenges can be serious, there is no denying that, but our 
God is stronger than those problems that beset us. 
 



Rev. Easum also stresses that for those churches who can hang tough this 
time can be one of great opportunity. One thing is that people who have 
wandered away from the faith may decide it is time to return. So we are 
called on to welcome people back into the fold. And there are those who 
have never been a part of the church who are now open as they have never 
been. So he invites us to seek out those people and welcome them and be 
supportive in any way we are able. These difficult economic times can have 
a silver lining. We just need to continue to keep our faith where it has 
always been, in the God who loves and sustains us through thick and thin.  
 
We don't see the whole picture, just our small piece of it. The old gospel 
song has the message right, “He's got the whole world in his hands.” 
Sometimes we just need to be reminded of it and put our trust in God. That 
is the way we can cast out fear and live in trust. Jesus often told his disciples 
to, “Fear not.” As we face hard times focus on the things that matter. Is there 
a hymn, a song or a Bible verse that gives you faith? If there is, share it with 
a friend and with me. If it encourages your faith I believe it is a good thing. 
May the Lord bless you and encourage your faith and love no matter what 
happens out in the world. 
 
One more thing, I want to invite you to put a special musical event on your 
calendar for the future. On Sunday, June 21st, Father's Day, Rachel Scott, a 
fine Christian singer, and also my niece will do a concert for us here at St. 
Paul. She is on tour promoting her new CD Album, Resolution. She will be 
here with her band and family, husband Greg and boys, Jayden, Sammy, and 
Wesley. It might be a nice Father's Day gift for men in the congregation. If 
you would like to find out more about Rachel and her music go to: 
rachelscottmusic.com. You can listen to some of her songs and video clips 
too. 

 
 
 

 

We would like to thank those who sent cards and emails, 
made phone calls, offered prayers and those who traveled to 
the visitation and memorial service in remembrance of our 
nephew, Joshua Parks.   We know in our hearts that Joshua 
is celebrating His Heavenly birthday. 
  

In Christ, 
Cindy and Mark Martin 
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 Property committee is looking at having stained glass 
from the old church building installed in our current 
building.  If anyone does this kind of work as a hobby  
or knows of someone who does, please contact Fred 
Hartwig. 
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Unified giving in March was 106% of budgeted and unified expenses were 98% 
of budgeted.  However, expenses still exceeded income by over $1000 and our 
total deficit through the first quarter is $5,888.  The capital fund received $380 
in March.  -Submitted by Donna Grooms 
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SPRING/SUMMER CALENDAR 
SENIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP 

9-12 GRADES 
 

Youth Advisors:  Mike Feldpausch, Megan Nyquist, and  
  Lynne Fortune 

 
 
May 30   Stony Lake Camp outing with University Lutheran 

Church for Youth attending the Gathering.  
 

July 22-26  ELCA National Gathering in New Orleans. St. Paul 
Youth will be traveling to and from New Orleans July 
21st-26th, where 36,000 Youth from around the 
country will be ministering to the city of New Orleans 
through service-oriented projects and worship. 
Various speakers and bands will also be part of the 
experience. 
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Sunday School News 
 

Last Day of Sunday School will be May 17th with the younger students 
planting flowers during class that day. 



 

Vacation Bible School 
 

We will be joining with University Lutheran Church, 1020 Harrison Road, 
East Lansing for Vacation Bible School July 13 - 17.  

 
PreSchool classes will be from 9:00 - 12:00 

and Kindergarten through 5th Grade 
classes will run from 9:00 to 3:00 with 

lunch provided.  
 

Cost for the whole week is $5.00 per child. 
 

We could still use a couple of adult 
volunteers and any teens who would be 

able to help would be greatly appreciated.  
 

Pre-registration forms will be available soon. 
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ACTION FOR LSSM COLLECTION FOR MAY 
IS TUBE SOCKS.  

 
The foster care program at Lutheran Social Services is in 
need of all sizes of tube socks.  Please place them in the 
blue bin in the coat area. If you have any questions please 
contact Betty Velat or Julie Anderson. 
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Don't throw those ink jet cartridges away!    
Bring them in and we will recycle them for you.   
The proceeds from this program go to support  
programs at Lutheran Social Services Ministries. 
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“Working in our gardens brings us closer to nature, relieves stress, and gives us 
the power of positive reinforcement.  Planting seeds and seeing our plants grow 
and blossom shows that our actions can make a difference.  Such reinforcement 
is hard to find in a world where much of our work deals with intangibles:  words, 
images, sales, and services.  Unlike our grandparents, few of us feel a sense of 
craftsmanship: building something with our hands, watching it take shape, and 
admiring the finished product…after a day dashing from one intangible 
challenge to the next, coming home to discover a row of tiny seedlings, to water 
or tend our gardens assures us that, if only in this small plot of ground, we can 
make a positive difference in our world.” 
 
“For many of us gardening has become a spiritual practice, a way of cultivating 
greater peace and order.  Even the simple act of weeding can become a 
contemplative ritual.” 
 
Source:  Inner Gardening: Four Seasons of Cultivating the Soil and the Spirit” 
by Diane Dreher.  William Morrow, 2001. 
 

The Regional Recycling Coordinating Committee is sponsoring a 
one-day Rainbarrel sale , Saturday May 16, 9 am-3 pm, at 
Dunham’s Sporting Goods, 3301 East Michigan Ave.  According 
to the EPA, one inch of rain falling on a 1000-sq.ft. roof can 
collect with a rain barrel up to 600 gallons for watering your lawn 
and garden without turning on a tap.  Regular price $120, sale 
price $49 including tax.  First come, first served. 

 
 

 

 

 

                                                             The Green Team would love to hear from you. 
                                                     Contact Lindsay Cramer, Susan Kendall, or Barb Paff. 



Upcoming special recycling events: 

�� May 2. Regional Electronics Collection  at the City of Lansing 
Transfer Station, 530 East South Street, from 8 a.m.-12 p.m. 
Recycle computers, TV’s, VCR’s, cell phones and much more. 
Because of the high cost to properly recycle electronics, there will 
be a fee for items dropped off. A list of accepted items and 
disposal fees will be posted on East Lansing’s web site 
http://www.cityofeastlansing.com in early spring. 
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“You Think You've Got  It Tough” – A Bible Study on  the Book of 
Job  will begin on Wednesday, May 6th at 7:30PM. Craig Anderson will be 
leading us in this 6 week study of a man who faced all the worst that 
could happen in life and yet remained trusting in God. With all the 
challenges that face us in this economy as well as the other struggles in 
life, come and wrestle with the tough problems as did Job. He was a 
righteous man who had friends who were not the least bit helpful. It will 
be a good time as we are encouraged by God's Word in our own 
challenges. 
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MAY READINGS 
                                

Sunday, May 3  
Fourth Sunday of Easter  

Acts 4:5–12 
1 John 3:16–24 
John 10:11–18 

 
Sunday, May 10  

Fifth Sunday of Easter  
Acts 8:26–40 
1 John 4:7–21 
John 15:1–8 

 
Sunday, May 17  

Sixth Sunday of Easter  
Acts 10:44–48 
1 John 5:1–6 
John 15:9–17 

 
Sunday, May 24  

Seventh Sunday of Easter  
Acts 1:15–17, 21–26 

1 John 5:9–13 
John 17:6–19 

 
Sunday, May 31  

Day of Pentecost  
Acts 2:1–21 

Romans 8:22–27 
John 15:26–27; 16:4b–15 
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St. Paul Lutheran Church 2nd Friday Euchre Night  
 

Dates 
May 8, 2009   Bring a friend mixer 
June 12, 2009   Husband and Wife teams 
July ?, 2009   Men against Women / new partners 
August 14, 2009  Mixed couples / new partners 
September ?, 2009  Bring a friend mixer / new partners 
October 9, 2009   To be announced 
November ?, 2009  To be announced 
December - Holiday break. 
 

Where: St. Paul Fellowship Hall.                 Wh en: 6:30 p.m.  
 

Bring your favorite nonalcoholic drink, a snack to share and a deck of 
cards if you have it. Singles and partners are welcome.  
 

Contact Fred or Dee Hartwig Jr. at (517) 655-4535 if you have questions. 
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Birthdays 
 02  Blake Nyquist 
 02  Missy Kitts 
 03  Lauren Kreuer 
 11  Ethel Moore 
 13  Olivia Belding 
 15  Fred Hartwig Jr. 
 18  Cindy Martin 
 22  Nicole Sevrey 
 23  Jim Cramer 
 24  Jim Miller 
 25  Darla House 
 28  Mark Hayes 
   Keith Hayes 
 30  Buck Kuisel 
   Tim Shireman 
 31  Judy Neiberg 
   Faith Gray 

 
 

Anniversaries   
  
 03 Carl & Betty Wilson 
 08 Paul & Mary Hoffmann 
 19 Chuck & Jeanne Rogers 
 27 Dick & Jane Bunge 
 30 Buck & Toot Kuisel 
 31 Russ & Vicki Pline 
  

  
 
 

Please note:   If your birthday or anniversary is NOT listed and it 
should be, it is because we do not have it on file.  If you would like 
to have your day recognized in the future, please let the office 
know.         
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Congratulations to Lee Anne Peasley.  She is 
graduating from MSU on May 9 and has been 
accepted to the MSU Vet school which she will 

begin attending in the fall. 
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A little boy opened the big family bible. He was fascinated as he fingered 
through the old pages. Suddenly, something fell out of the Bible. He 

picked up the object and looked at it. What he saw was an old leaf that 
had been pressed in between the pages. 

"Mama, look what I found", the boy called out. 
"What have you got there, dear"? 

With astonishment in the young boy's voice, he answered, "I think it's 
Adam's underwear!" 

 
 
A little child in church for the first time watched as the ushers passed the 

offering plates. 
When they neared the pew where he sat, the youngster piped up so that 

everyone could hear; "Don't pay for me Daddy, I'm under five." 
 
 

One writer claimed that there are 779,692 words in the Bible, but the 
word worry is not one of them. The author concluded that "Worry" is not 

in God's vocabulary and should not exist in ours.  -John Iverson 
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