St. Paul Lutheran Church, East Lansing, Ml APRIL 2009

This is a season of anticipation. We all are logKimrward to the
coming of pleasant weather and the new growthdbiaies with Spring.
We've been seeing more birds and the small anianalsore active
around our yards. Whether it is the crocuses, dd#oor tulips, we look
forward to being in the yard even if it involvesiray and eventually
mowing the grass. But I'm looking forward alsotie joy of celebration
that comes with Easter. Yes, | enjoy the familyebehtion, seeing
people in new clothes, and watching the childremafter eggs filled
with candy.

But | was also thinking about the spiritual parttut holiday. We know
that Jesus chose to be obedient to his heaveritgFatill and gave his
life for us so that we can live eternally with himparadise. We also
know this was out of love, divine love which reasloait to all people,
no matter there religion or race or nationality dGaves all people. So
we wonder with so many people in the world how lsadove me? |
believe that Jesus came to do just that no matieryou are or what
you have done or not done.

We are called to love as he loved. Easier said dogwe. But if | want to
follow him I will turn my life over to God. Againasier said than done.
And when | fail, Jesus has covered my failure astioues to do so. He
does this because of the love that goes beyondralerstanding. One of
the areas of my life that struggles with God's lwvthis sin filled world
is the Holocaust during World War Il. Where was Gloding this
genocidal attack upon the Jewish people? Thistarabling block not
only for Jews but also for me as a Christian. | i reflecting on this in
order to speak on it at the Yom ha Shoah or HolsicRemembrance
Service at Shaarey Zedek on Monday, April 207:00PM Our choir

will take part also and you are invited to attesdhell. Pray for me in
my preparation for this is not any easy thing yotérunderstand. It is
one of the great evils of our lives.



I have experienced much love throughout my lifeichviior me is based
on the love of God given through Jesus Christ. Sgldbrate that love
during Holy Week at the services of Palm Sundayuihly Thursday,
Good Friday, and Easter Sunday.Qn_EaLm_Sunda;Hﬂbrwe will
have_oneService at 11:00AM followed by a Potluck. Thissthat we
can get to see people from the service we normallyot attend. It will
feature music that includes both Choir and PrasanT. The Maundy
Thursday Services on Aprif"awill also offer footwashing as a reminder
of our Lord's example of service to the world. Theill be two services
one at 12 Noon and the other at 7:00PM that dayG@wd Friday, April
10", we will have a Tenebrae, Service of ShadowsGAFM with choir
and other special music. | will also preach on oh&esus' last words
from the cross at University Lutheran Church dutimg 3 hour service
that begins at Noon that day. And the FestivahefResurrection
Services at 8:30AM and 11:00AM on April 4 @ill reaffirm God's love
for you and the world. Come join us as a fellowstifijpelievers and
guestioners looking to God for answers to soméefgreat and
challenging questions. Have a blessed Holy Weelkeaster.
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President’s Notes by Chuck Nelson

Per the recommendation of the Finance Committéieeat March meeting, the
Council moved to have two brief special Congregetioneetings on Sunday
May 3 at 9:45 AM and 12:15 AM in the sanctuary toyide the congregation
an update on the finances in relation to both tiiiad budget and capital
budget and to discuss two major capital situationsheating/cooling system
and our parking lot.

Regarding the unified budget, at the end afr&ary 2009, we appear to be
on target to have a $20 thousand plus deficit byetid of 2009, which is the
budget scenario the Congregation approved at thvefber 2008 annual
meeting. Since our cash reserves are approximd2&yhousand, if things
continue as they have the first two months of 2@, will leave us with little
or no financial cushion for 2010 and beyond. Thisficoncern to the Finance
Committee and the Council and the meetings aréstruss the situation and seek
alternatives to bring income in line with expenditsi As of now, there is no
specific proposal on the table. Further, we willfdha congregation conversation
on May 10 from 9:45 — 10:45 in the sanctuary teuls specific alternatives for
the unified budget

Fortunately on the capital budget side, webamefiting from the anonymous
donor who has provided a $10 thousand donatiory#@s. The same donor has
promised this same level of donation for the neye&rs. In addition, the sale of
the property behind the church is likely to be cteterl during 2009 and will
provide more than $55 thousand after expenses.\vilihigrovide us with the
ability to make mortgage payments and not thretiterunified budget.

The other key situation is that our heating andingglant and the parking lot
are showing their age. The heating system waslliedta 1987, making it 22
years old. The cooling system, while younger, $® @ging. The parking lot,
while having been regularly resealed is also 22syell and showing its age. A
suggestion by Fred Hartwig has been made that wsider refinancing the
Mission House as interest rates have fallen andwggested to fall even further
through the spring to around 4% on a longer termgage. With this
refinancing, rolling in the cost of a new heatimgl goerhaps cooling plant,
coupled with significant parking lot repairs, weynize able to have a similar
payment level due to interest rate declines froenafr5% we currently have
with Thrivent. Again, this is an idea that desergesgregational discussion.

| encourage each of you to attend one of the twaci@apCongregational
meetings on Sunday May 3 at either 9:45AM or 12M3® discuss these issues
and the congregational conversation the week fatiguat 9:45 AM. All

meetings will be in the sanctuary. Based on theltesf these two meetings and
the following conversation, council will formulatme or more recommendations
at the May council meeting and return to the cogatien for action in June.



Treasurer’'s Report for February 2009

Unified income for February was $11,910, basictily same as for January.

Unified expenses were $14,930. Other than $1008rfowplowing, February
can probably be seen as a pretty typical montexpenses. Unified income

was 95% of budgeted and unified expenses were 6¥dgeted.
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10,000 +

In February, the capital fund received $471. Wie gfae Meridian Township
Tax Bill, which was $1,022 from the capital fund,wsell as the monthly
mortgage payment of $1,015. Chart for Capital Figrizklow:

Second Mile Giving and
Mortgage Payment

12,000 -
10,000 -
8,000 +

6,000 - m 2nd Mile Giving

4,000 + Mortgage Payment

2,000 +

* Meridian TWP

0 - T 1 Taxes of 51,022

January February*® YearToDate also paid in Feb.

Submitted by Donna Grooms
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gj@ﬂlﬁu Update

SPRING/SUMMER CALENDAR
SENIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP

9-12 GRADES

Youth Advisors: Mike Feldpausch, Megan Nyquist, ad

Sat, Apr 4

Sun, Apr 12

June '09

July '09

Lynne Fortune

Service Event; Easter Basket Assemily:80 A.M.
Meet in the fellowship hall.

Service Event: Annual Easter PancakalBast;
Donations to benefit Youth Group Fund. Thrivent
will provide a monetary gift for this event.

Lansing Lugnuts Concessions Fundrafeeifdew
Orleans. Details TBA.

ELCA National Gathering in New Orlea. Paul
Youth will be traveling to and from New OrleansyJul
21°.26", where 36,000 Youth from around the
country will be ministering to the city of New Oales
through service-oriented projects and worship.
Various speakers and bands will also be part of the
experience.




Sunday School News

There will be Sunday School on Passion Sunday April 5™ even though
there is only one service.

There will NOT be Sunday School on Easter Sunday April 12" but come
and enjoy Easter Breakfast served by the high school youth and
participate in the Easter Egg Hunt.

Last day of Sunday School is May 17"
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ACTION for LUTHERAN SOCIAL SERVICES of Michigan

We will be having a craft and bake sale in August. If you have a
craft that you could donate we would be happy to include it. All
funds raised will go to FOSTER KIDS EMERGENCY FUND.
Thrivent Financial will be giving us grant money.
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ACTION FOR LSSM COLLECTION FOR APRIL
IS TUBE SOCKS.

The foster care program at Lutheran Social Services
is in need of all sizes of tube socks. Please place
them in the blue bin in the coat area. If you have any
guestions please contact Betty Velat or Julie
Anderson.




Thrivent Builds 2009

Thrivent is doing it again—pairing up with Habitat for |,
Humanity to build a home in Lansing. The 2009 build
will start in mid-April. The two-story home will be

located on Vermont Street in north Lansing. A six-
member refugee family from Somalia has been selected for the
home. If you are interested in receiving email informatio n
about the build, please contact Elizabeth Witt at
witthouse@aol.com  or 517-651-6949.

IMAGE UPDATE

The IMAGE class continues to meet on Monday nights and will continue
to meet through May 18. (Classes will resume after Labor Day.) This
month we had guest speakers from MSU/Ingham County Extension
present on healthy eating on a budget. Four members of the
congregation in addition to the IMAGE clients and their guests
participated.

You can get involved in this worthwhile ministry by spreading the word
about the program, making cash donations or volunteering. We could
really use a couple of volunteers to help us finish out the year. Our
regular volunteers are very busy this time of year and sometimes we
struggle to have the staff we need. If you know of any speakers that
would be appropriate for our clients, we would love to hear about them!

To learn more about this ministry program, please contact Julie Anderson
at 351-8541 or 332-5816.

Easter Food/Personal Needs Baskets

/SQ /Q) This year we will be serving eight families with a basket
c(ﬁ\ O\C‘J of food and personal needs. The sign-up sheet for the
O] donations and volunteers is on the easel in the narthex.
ﬁg ; %;) Baskets will be packed and delivered Saturday, April 4th
L)' at 11:00 a.m. As always, cash donations are also
appreciated. Just mark your check or envelope "Easter
Baskets". Please have your donations at the church by Thursday, April
2" I you have any questions, please contact Mary Claucherty
at 881-8145.
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The wooded wetland behind our church is gt. Pauls
infested with a highly invasive plant called Earthkeeping Ministry
garlic mustard. You may also have it growing

in your yard. It is relatively new to our area, and spreading
rapidly.

Garlic mustard poses a severe threat to native plants and
animals in forest communities in much of the eastern and
midwestern U.S. Many native wildflowers that complete their life
cycles in the springtime (e.g., spring beauty, wild ginger,
bloodroot, Dutchman's breeches, hepatica, toothworts, and
trilliums) occur in the same habitat as garlic mustard. Once
introduced to an area, garlic mustard outcompetes native plants
by aggressively monopolizing light, moisture, nutrients, soil and
space. Wildlife species that depend on these early plants for their
foliage, pollen, nectar, fruits, seeds and roots, are deprived of
these essential food sources when garlic mustard replaces them.
Humans are also deprived of the vibrant display of beautiful spring
wildflowers. See hitp://www.nps.gov/plants/alien/fact/alpel.htm
for photos and information on how to eradicate this pest. Do not
compost it, as new plants can grow from root fragments, and the
seeds will ripen after the plant is dead, to re-seed.

Harris Nature Center will hold a series of work sessions on April 4,
April 25, and May 9, all from 9:30-11:30 AM. These are intended
to educate attendees about invasive plants such as garlic mustard
and dames’ rocket, and why they pose a danger, and also to help
remove such invaders from the park. Pre-registration is required,
349-3866, and there is no fee. Further info at

hIIp'H!MMM meridian.mi.us/index asp') I ;(pe:B_BéS“ &SE( :{EB(
SABED-E71E-4E91-9E51-561027533734} Click on Invasiv
Intervention.

The Green Team would love to hear from you.
Contact Lindsay Cramer, Susan Kendall, or Barb Paff.




Upcoming special recycling events:

April 4. Regional Book Collection  at the Ingham County Road
Commission, 5613 South Aurelius Road in Lansing, from 8 a.m.-
12 p.m. Recycle hardcover and paperback books as well as
phone books, magazines, corrugated cardboard and boxboard.

April 18. Document Destruction Day  at Friedland Industries,
405 East Maple St. in Lansing, from 8 a.m.-12 p.m. Destroy and
recycle sensitive documents at this free event. This event is for
private, residential use only.

May 2. Regional Electronics Collection  at the City of Lansing
Transfer Station, 530 East South Street, from 8 a.m.-12 p.m.
Recycle computers, TV’s, VCR’s, cell phones and much more.
Because of the high cost to properly recycle electronics, there will
be a fee for items dropped off. A list of accepted items and
disposal fees will be posted on East Lansing’s web site

http://www.cityofeastlansing.com in early spring.

May 26. Recycling Event at Meridian Twp. Town Hall, 5151
Marsh Road. Saturday, from 9 am to 2 pm- Huge event
accepting plastics #1-#7, books, pharmaceuticals and much
more. Call Barbara at 337-1705 for details.

999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999

+ : %:; % % < <
= # % )$
>? $ %
$ >
% $@ ; ;) $
JH)YA ;> 1 #
) >

Don't throw those ink jet cartridges away!
Bring them in and we will recycle them for you.
‘ ’j The proceeds from this program go to support
¢ programs at Lutheran Social Services Ministries.
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APRIL READINGS

Sunday, April 5
Palm Sunday
Isaiah 50:4—-9a

Philippians 2:5-11

Mark 14:1—15:47

Sunday, April 12
Resurrection of Our Lord, Easter Day
Acts 10:34-43
1 Corinthians 15:1-11
Mark 16:1-8

Sunday, April 19
Second Sunday of Easter
Acts 4:32-35
1 John 1:1—2:2
John 20:19-31

Sunday, April 26
Third Sunday of Easter
Acts 3:12-19
1 John 3:1-7
Luke 24:36b—48
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St. Paul Lutheran Church 2nd Friday Euchre Night

Dates

April 17, 2009

May 8, 2009

June 12, 2009
July ?, 2009
August 14, 2009
September ?, 2009
October 9, 2009
November ?, 2009

December - Holiday break.

Where: St. Paul Fellowship Hall.

Mixed couples

Bring a friend mixer

Husband and Wife teams

Men against Women / new partners
Mixed couples / new partners

Bring a friend mixer / new partners
To be announced

To be announced

Wh en: 6:30 p.m.

Bring your favorite nonalcoholic drink, a snack to share and a deck of
cards if you have it. Singles and partners are welcome.

Contact Fred or Dee Hartwig Jr. at (517) 655-4535 if you have questions.
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The Ladies Luncheon previously scheduled for May 2" has
been postponed until the fall. Please watch your newsletters
and bulletins for more information.
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Trudy Haebich has a new address:
3830 Okemos Road, Room #202
Okemos, M| 48864
(She does not have a phone in her room.)

Beth Leow's address while at boot camp:
SR Leow, Elizabeth J.
DIV 187 USS ENTERPRISE
BLDG 7115
RECRUIT TRAINING COMMAND
Great Lakes, IL 60088
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01 Megan Verhougstraete
06 Dorothy Schneider
Michelle Werner
11 Martha Wissman
13 Alec Severy
14 Bryan Howser
15 Megan Nyquist
17 Dave Szymanski
19 Terry Smith
20 Kimberly Brzozowski )
Lucas Wolf @%MA\Q
21 Mike Nelson
22 Ryan Henderson
23 Peter Jolicoeur
26 Vicki Kitts
27 Pat Cramer
Kristen Opp



Anniversaries

10 Rick & Cindy Frederick

Please note: If your birthday or anniversary is NOT listed and it
should be, it is because we do not have it on file. If you would like
to have your day recognized in the future, please let the office

know.

Join us for the
Mission & Ministry Campus
Ground Breaking Celebration

Sunday, April19, 2009, 3:30pm
1000 W. Webb Rd., DeWitt, Ml 48820

Every congregation is encouraged to send representatives to break
ground for the new campus.

Making Us One

God of all living, God of all loving, God of the seedling, the snow, and the
sun, Teach us, deflect us, Christ reconnect us, using us gently, and
making us one.

"Touch the Earth Lightly," vs 4, ELW 739




Drug Problems

| had a drug problem when | was young.
| was drug to church on Sunday mornings,
| was drug to church for weddings and funerals,
| was drug to family reunions no matter the weather,
| was drug to the bus stop to go to school every weekday,
| was drug by my ears when | was disrespectful to adults and teachers,
| was also drug to the woodshed when | disobeyed my parents.
Those drugs are still in my veins;
and they affect my behavior in every thing | do, say, and think.
They are stronger than cocaine, crack, or heroin;
and if today's children had this kind of drug problems,
America might be a better place!

Old Person
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While driving in Pennsylvania, a family caught wpain Amish carriage.
The owner of the carriage obviously had a sensrinfor, because
attached to the back of the carriage was a hanteprsign..."Energy
efficient vehicle: Runs on oats and grass. Cautimnnot step in
exhaust."

A Sunday School teacher began her lesson with stique "Boys and
girls, what do we know about God?"
A hand shot up in the air. "He is an artist!" stiid kindergarten boy.
"Really? How do you know?" the teacher asked.
"You know--Our Father, who does art in Heaven..."

A minister waited in line to have his car filledttvigas just before a long
holiday weekend. The attendant worked quickly,tbaete were many
cars ahead of him. Finally the attendant motionedtbward a vacant

pump. "Reverend,"” said the young man, "I'm so sabgut the delay. It

seems as if everyone waits until the last minutgetioready for a long

trip." The minister chuckled, " | know what you meét's the same in
my business."
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