St. Paul Lutheran Church, East Lansing, Ml MARCH 2009

A little while ago | told Barb | wanted to put tha the church sign: “Repent for
the End of Economic Determinism is at Hand.” And shisely told me no one
would get the joke and | should make it into a serrar Pastors Page. So you
can blame her. What | was trying to say by thitelisentence is that we often
place all our emphasis on matters of money. AndoMkthat it takes money to
make rent and mortgage payments, to put food otattle, and pay for heat and
electricity, and so on. But if you read the newsragr watch the news on TV
you would think that is all there is to life, esfly in these difficult economic
times.

What | believe needs to be said is that there iertwlife than economics. |
remember as a child that life was not focused btihalgadgets and toys that
people could acquire. At one time people did thitagether that needed to be
done. One of my fondest memories was being witlgrapdparents on the farm
when threshing the harvest took place. | was jlisti@ guy then, probably five
or six years old. Every neighbor came together“#tméshed” at each neighbor's
place. | remember riding on the tractor with my Rache was throwing bundles
up into the hayrack. Grandpa ran the tractor powgettie threshing machine or
separator as it was called. There were probablyzammen and boys out in the
cow yard working on this process. As the weeks m@eged, they would move
from one farm to the other, until all the neighbbesl their fields of wheat or
oats harvested.

| don't want to leave out the women in this operagither. They provided cool
water for the men in the field, which was necessagause it was hot and hard
work. And when it came to mealtime, grandma hadrergged a feast along with
the other farm women and aunts and cousins tha¢ medt Thanksgiving meals
look puny. You can tell | always liked to eat. Thias the great feast. All the
men and boys ate together and after they werehted/omen and girls had their
meal. They sat down at tables made out of doorsawtiorses covered with red
and white checked tablecloths and sat on plankhH&ndveryone worked hard,
both men and women, except for the little ones.jigeplayed hard and took in
all the sights and sounds.



So what am | getting at with this trip down Nostalgane? Life was done
together, not separately. We spent time in commwuh@toubt any of those
farmers were wealthy. A few maybe retired to easémost didn't have very
much of this worlds goods. My grandparents didwi éheir own land. But they
had each other. It was not an easy life for antphein. | know my grandparents
lost their trucking business in the Great Depressiothe 1930's. That's when he
went back to farming, because then they at leabfdd to eat. | don't know
how difficult this recession is going to be or fmw long, but I'm guessing it

will be around a while. All | know is that whenvitas rough for my grandparents
they were able to keep going not because of monggwernment help, but
because the family and neighbors stuck togethesapgdorted each other. They
trusted each other and helped out in times of need.

These are unsure times but | believe God is trusitwand we can place our
trust in Him. If we work together as a church asccammunities we will come
out on the other side. We may not get all the gemdie wanted in life, but we
can have what we need and enjoy being a part@fankhip that can stand by
us. The one place most of the people got togethéiloise Great Depression days
was church. I know it is a different time and thare many more options for
people today in how to keep in contact with onetlagio But | believe
worshipping God as a community gives stamina arghgth especially in times
of challenge and fear. God has been faithful inpthst to help those who place
their trust in him. May God be with you in whatewtrallenges you face in these
difficult times.

Wednesdays in March - 6 PM Soup Supper and 7 PM Worship
March 13 - Euchre night

March 22 - Good News Sunday

March 29 - "Non-Spaghetti Dinner" sponsored by the youth group

April 4 - Palm Sunday. One worship service at 9:30 AM
Followed by a Potluck



A fair trade coffee and chocolate order will be
placed Tuesday, March 3rd.

Please contact Barb Paff at 664-1264 or moe-
paff@sbcglobal.net prior to the 3rd to place your order.

The Concordia College-New York Tour Choir
will be performing at Ascension Lutheran
Church on March 2 ™ at 7:30 PM.

This year’s tour titled Worthy to be Praised will

feature a wide variety of music from the Lutheran choral tradition to
gospel, folk, and new music. The Tour Choir will be accompanied by
Jonathan Story, organist from Central UMC in Fayette, Arkansas and a
variety of student musicians. This concert is co-hosted by St Paul
Lutheran, Lake Lansing Road. Please come and enjoy Christian music at
its finest. If you are able to host two of the choir members in your home,
please contact Pastor.

Soup Suppers are just around the corner!

Lenten Soup Suppers will begin Wednesday, March™ Come join us
Wednesday evenings at 6:00 p.m. for soup and fellship before
Wednesday evening worship. This year | am schedulinthree “soup”ers per
week. | also need one person per week to providedad. Please contact Pat
Reynolds at 669-5518 if you are willing to help.

It's time for a new picture directory.

We will be scheduling appointments for Friday, Ma&7 and Saturday March

28. For every family photographed, Lifetouch witinate the value of 4 meals
to our food pantry. Stay tuned for more detailsamtact Melissa Bloomfield at
482-2287 if you are interested in helping.




President’s Notes by Chuck Nelson

It has been a while since | have written a coluonrtlie newsletter. Like
many of you | certainly get caught up in the camed tangles of the world. |
want to tell you about an enjoyable opportunitatho talk about
environmental stewardship of our Lord’s creatiotJaiversity Lutheran
Church last Sunday. | was invited by Gary Dawsdeader in the
environmental section of Consumer’s Energy and Wid€bnber. Gary is a
renowned scientist with a Ph. D. in Wildlife Ecojognd a quarter century
on the job. | had been fortunate enough to meey Gapugh some of my
environmental stewardship activities in my worltet College of
Agriculture and Natural Resources at Michigan Stiteversity. Gary asked
me to speak at their annual wild game dinner, wkatlbwed the second
Sunday service. A group of 75 or so had assemblétkir fellowship hall

to enjoy venison chili, roast wild turkey, bakedepbant and a host of other
delicacies from the bounty of the Creator.

My topic was “Incentive Based Conservation”. Thedds really
straightforward. Behavior is shaped either by pesior negative forces. A
positive force is a reward (incentive) and a negafbrce is punishment or
threat of punishment. Like almost everyone | knbeegrtainly like the
incentive approach. While it may not work in eveityation, to my mind it
is used far too sparingly.

We talked about restoring Great Lakes coastal we$laand water quality
with the help of partners from the non-profit, gowaent and commercial
sectors as well as individual landowners includamgners, home owners
and those who had property for recreation or imaest. One of the
approaches | described involved the federal govenmisharing the cost of
restoring the environment if others provided matgHunds. We know that
principle well in our partnership with Thrivent. Ather program discussed
pays farmers to conserve soil and plant native tegiga along waterways to
improve water quality and provide ecological caorilfor wildlife, while

still farming the rest of their land as always. blsth instances a small sum
of money provides great benefits to all of us velsaner water, more
abundant wildlife, wetlands that act as a baroeftdods and storm surges
and great places to enjoy the outdoors. It alsvshespect and trust in the
landowner.



As we enter into 2009, we will shortly have theyGit East Lansing as a
closer neighbor to our east and our south as tretgg for all time the
lands, waters and wildlife of White Park. We aressked to have a fair price
paid for our property that allows us to expand ministry to those needing
food and other of life’s basic necessities with thission House and help
the park expand. We have the gifts of breathingraod space to grow. So,
while we often perceive a negative world that seéekafluence our
behavior by fear, we do have another path we cguady follow. Christ
followed a path of grace and trust, of incentivesjealing with almost
every person He encountered. He did not punisiaredHis way into our
hearts. In whatever we do, let us keep in mindotite often less taken, the
one that follows Christ and that Christ followed.

Treasurer's Report for January 2009

Unified Income in January 2009 was $12,015.45 coepto unified expenses
of $14,030.95. Income was 96% of budget and exgsewsre 106% of budget.
Snow removal and the electric bill were high inuky. However, we did not
pay Pastor’s Pension or Synod Benevolence in Januiaxpect February to be
worse based on the fact that snow removal andrigletl still be high and we
will pay Pastor’'s Pension and Synod Benevolence.

The Capital Fund received $812.00 in January akasehe gift of $10,000
from an anonymous donor. Our monthly mortgage pagris $1,015.

Below is a chart of our financial situation as ahdary 31, 2009. The $2000
deficit is not surprising seeing as though the cegation passed a 2009 budget
with a $23,000 deficit.

January
W January
14,030
12,015
10,812
1,015
|
Unified income Unified Mortgage Mortgage
expenses income payment

-Submitted by Donna Grooms



January Council Notes

The council elected officers for 2009. Rick Klingemth was elected
Financial Secretary, Donna Grooms as TreasurekeB\yquist as
Secretary, Bob Reynolds as Vice President, Chud&ddeas President.

The Evangelism Team is having their first meetihthe new year on Jan.
21. They will begin by discussing a book by Bill lb&y.

Pastor Rich will be mentoring Carl Ballard who @irgy through ordination
through the TEEM process. The Worship committesilisin need of
additional members. Those interested should spé&akRastor Rich.

The Youth Group was approved to have fundraisertheSouper Bowl of
Caring, a "Non-Spaghetti Dinner" and the AnnualteiaBancake Breakfast.

There was a leak in the roof of the church overcti@r room. At this point,
the property committee recommended to leave thatsin as is until warm
weather so that proper repairs can be made.

The unified budget received $14,662.00 income dubiecember. Unified
giving through December was $154,088.10. Of thgigihg units that
pledge, 3 were at their pledged amount, 26 were thve@ pledged amount
(+$17,548.00), and 11 were under their pledged amE#7,154.00). The
net difference through December is $10,394.00 theemmount pledged.
Total giving for the month was $18,309.17. Totafigg in 2008 was
$188,798.92. December was a good month, but nat {ike we needed if
we wanted to break even for the year. We spentstI$#000.00 more than
we brought in. With a budget that was almost $32,00@ out of balance, it
could have been a lot worse.

-Submitted by Blake Nyquist, Secretary




St. Paul Lutheran Church Mission Endowment Fund

As you all know the economy has taken a big bite out of all of our savings. |
have just received the financial report from the ELCA Endowment Fund
Pooled Trust for 2008. In January 2008, we had a beginning balance of
$48,795.21; at the end of December 2008, we had an ending balance of
$34,360.57. The Endowment Fund has lost $14,434.64, Your guess is as
good as mine when the Endowment Fund will recoup its loss. An
Endowment Fund is designed to give financial support to those in need
outside of our congregational family, whether locally or world wide. We must
not lose focus on our commitment to do so and be patient. | would be remiss
in my responsibility as chairperson, if | did not ask each and every one of you
to prayerfully plan for a gift to the Mission Endowment Fund. There are
specific tax advantages in setting aside gifts that are placed into an
Endowment Fund. Free counseling services are available from many
financial groups, ELCA, Thrivent, etc. A copy of the Portfolio Summary from
the ELCA Endowment Fund Pooled Trust will be given to the Audit
Committee, to be placed into the financial records of the Congregation.
Thank you for you continued support and may God continue to bless your
commitments to St. Paul.

Fred R. Hartwig Jr
And your Mission Endowment Fund Committee.

MARCH READINGS

Sunday, March 1 Sunday, March 8
First Sunday in Lent Second Sunday in Lent
Genesis 9:8-17 Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16
1 Peter 3:18-22 Romans 4:13-25
Mark 1:9-15 Mark 8:31-38
Sunday, March 15 Sunday, March 22
Third Sunday in Lent Fourth Sunday in Lent
Exodus 20:1-17 Numbers 21:4-9
1 Corinthians 1:18-25 Ephesians 2:1-10
John 2:13-22 John 3:14-21
Sunday, March 29

Fifth Sunday in Lent

Jeremiah 31:31-34
Hebrews 5:5-10
John 12:20-33



E@UJﬂL Tpdate

WINTER CALENDAR
SENIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP
9-12 GRADES

Youth Advisors: Mike Feldpausch, Megan Nyquist, ad
Lynne Fortune

Sun, Mar 1 Monthly preparation meeting for youtieading the
National Gathering in New Orleans. 12:30 - 1:30.p.m

Sun, Mar 22 Service Event: Good News Sunday! Biringpur
good news articles the week of February 22nd.
Services will be coordinated by the High School
Youth Group.

Sun, Mar 29 Service Event: Dinner Fundraiser
for Youth attending the National Gathering in New
Orleans. Also included will be a chocolate fountai
Meal will be served following the"2Service.
Possible Thrivent monetary gift.

Sun, Apr 12 Service Event: Annual Easter PancakealBast;

Donations to benefit Youth Group Fund. Possible
Thrivent monetary gift.

Sui%‘!a,y
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Upcoming special recycling events: g¢. Paul's
Earthkeeping Ministry

April 4. Regional Book Collection  at the Ingham

County Road Commission, 5613 South Aurelius Road in Lansing, from 8

a.m.-12 p.m. Recycle hardcover and paperback books as well as phone

books, magazines, corrugated cardboard and boxboard.

April 18. Document Destruction Day  at Friedland Industries, 405 East
Maple St. in Lansing, from 8 a.m.-12 p.m. Destroy and recycle sensitive
documents at this free event. This event is for private, residential use
only.

May 26. Recycling Event at Meridian Twp. Town Hall, 5151 Marsh Road.
Saturday, from 9 am to 2 pm- Huge event accepting plastics #1-#7,
books, pharmaceuticals and much more. Call Barbara at 337-1705 for
details.

May 2. Regional Electronics Collection  at the City of Lansing Transfer
Station, 530 East South Street, from 8 a.m.-12 p.m. Recycle computers,
TV’s, VCR’s, cell phones and much more. Because of the high cost to
properly recycle electronics, there will be a fee for items dropped off. A
list of accepted items and disposal fees will be posted on East Lansing’s

web site http://www.cityofeastlansing.com in early spring.

New Farmer's Market Beginning July 12 . There will be a new
Farmer’'s Market , on Sundays, July 12 — October 25, from 10:00 to 3:00,
at downtown East Lansing’s Valley Court Park. The market will, of
course, feature Michigan-grown produce and products.

The Green Team would love to hear from you.
Contact Lindsay Cramer, Susan Kendall, or Barb Paff.




ACTION for LUTHERAN SOCIAL SERVICES of Michigan

There will be a craft and bake sale in August this year instead of Oct. or
Nov. when we are all so busy.

It will be just our own congregation so we need your support in order to
have funds to give to the Foster Kids Emergency Fund. What ever your
talent may be, please get busy and work up something for us to sell
before the last minute.

You can drop it off any time that you are at church. Just put it in the blue
plastic bin under the coat rack. | will pick it up quickly. It would help me if
you would put a price on it. Sometimes | price things too low but | don't
want you to think that | am giving your craft away.

Betty Velat 517-321-4926
grammal12132@sbcglobal.net

ACTION FOR LSSM COLLECTION FOR MARCH IS BOYS AND
GIRLS BOXER SHORTS.

The foster care program at Lutheran Social Services is in
need of boys and girls boxer shorts for sleeping (ages
12+). Please place them in the blue bin in the coat area.
If you have any questions please contact Betty Velat or
Julie Anderson.

We just completed another successful Red CrosscHlvive on February 271
want to thank all theonors andhelpersthat made it possible. We continue to
gain experience as we participate in this very irggd community project. The
continued success of this effort depends on yontimeed support. We are
helping to supply the constantly needed bloodithateded to save lives. The
Red Cross estimates that for each pint of bloogjetewe have the potential of
saving three lives. Our next blood drive will béday, May £, 12:30 pm to
6:15 pm. | would appreciate it if you would markuyaalendars now. Thank
you again for your loyal support.

Terry Smith, Blood Drive coordinator



Thrivent Builds 2009

Thrivent is doing it again—pairing up with Habitat for
Humanity to build a home in Lansing. The 2009 build will
start in mid-April. The two-story home will be located on
Vermont Street in north Lansing. A six-member refugee
family from Somalia has been selected for the home. If you
are interested in receiving email information about the build, please
contact Elizabeth Witt at witthouse@aol.com or 517-651-6949.

The Mission House Pantry has officially been operating since the first of
this year. Thank you for all the support that you have provided. This
community ministry truly reflects our mission and our core values. The
need is real and is growing.

We show God'’s love by supporting others at a time when it is needed
most. Many of the families who have been helped never dreamed they
would need this type of support. That said, God has provided us with an
opportunity to truly show the love he gives us every day.

Our Mission Statement

To love and worship God.  As a congregation, we have been
led by the Holy Spirit to worship through the Mission House
Pantry

To love and serve one another ~ We show our love by serving
those around us in this increasingly essential ministry.

To learn and share God’ Word.  In Matthew 25:40, we read
“Whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and
sisters of mine, you did for me.” The true meaning of this verse is
encompassed in our Mission House Pantry ministry.

While donations are appreciated at any time, the first Sunday of each
month has been designated as Pantry Collection Sunday. You can bring
your donations to either service and they will be placed at the altar in
thanks, worship, and service to the glory of God.

If you would like to help or have more questions, please contact Char
Smith (339-8784) or Anne Smith (332-0874).



Easter Food/Personal Needs Baskets

/SQ /Q) Watch for the sign-up sheet for the Easter food and
c(ﬁ\ O\C‘J personal needs items and volunteers. Baskets will be
Ll packed and delivered Saturday, April 4th at 11:00 a.m. If

ﬁg %;) you have any questions, please contact Mary Claucherty
WSSO 21 330-4366.

Looking for ways to save money and be healthy?

Join us for IMAGE, Monday, March 23 at 7:30 PM. A representative from
the Ingham County MSU Extension Office will demonstrate how to shop
and cook healthy with inexpensive ingredients. Please let Julie know if
you would like to attend so we have plenty of handouts.

St. Paul Lutheran Church 2nd Friday Euchre Night

Dates

March 13, 2009 Men against Women

April 17, 2009 Mixed couples

May 8, 2009 Bring a friend mixer

June 12, 2009 Husband and Wife teams

July ?, 2009 Men against Women / new partners
August 14, 2009 Mixed couples / new partners
September ?, 2009 Bring a friend mixer / new partners
October 9, 2009 To be announced

November ?, 2009 To be announced

December - Holiday break.

? Some Fridays have a conflict; we will talk about those schedule dates.
Where: St. Paul Fellowship Hall.

When: 6:30 p.m. We can talk about a time the group would be most
comfortable with.

Bring your favorite nonalcoholic drink and a snack to share. It sounds like
a lot of members are interested, so please bring a deck of cards with you.
Singles and partners are welcome. This is going to be fun, fun, fun.

God Bless,
Fred and Dee Hartwig Jr., (517) 655-4535




You're invited to the Fourth Friday Friends
Potluck and Movie Night
Friday, March 27 at 6:30 PM
Childcare Provided
(Movie TBA. Suggestions for family friendly movies welcome.)

Please bring a dish to pass.

Paper plates, utensils and beverages will be provided

Please let us know ahead of time if you would like
childcare so we can be sure to have enough childcare
providers available.

Call the Andersons at 332-5816 or the church office at
351-8541 for questions or to let us know your kids are

coming.
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)/ / Ladies an A\\—.
_.-/-_ S/ Lasses \‘-'-"':\

Saturda;! Luncheon
LMay2j- for Ladies

Details coming soon ==
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We will feature aprons from the ages! If you have
special apron, we would love to have you show it to
everyone and tell it's story.
Contact Anne Smith or Cindy Martin N
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Fred and Dee Hartwig's home phone number has changed. Their
new number is (517) 230-2644.

$ $

02 Donna Grooms

03 Al Moore

04 Jack Claucherty

07 Julie Stratton

09 Angela Severy

. 10 Kristen Grooms

3 Birthdays 13 Inga Opp

>~ 14 Zachary Kowalski

17 Beth Roberts

28 Jerry Gray

30 Kathy Klingensmith
Mark Buzzita

Anniversaries

08 Jerry & Jamie Gray
27 Lynne & Jim Fortune

Please note: If your birthday or anniversary is NOT listed and it should
be, it is because we do not have it on file. If you would like to have your
day recognized in the future, please let the office know.




