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2009 is now upon us and we have a new year 
in which to both enjoy and meet its 
challenges. With the layoffs occurring in the 
Greater Lansing area this winter, it is good 
we are beginning the Food Pantry in a bigger 
way this month. Starting on January 4th, each 
First Sunday of the Month we will take a 
collection for our Food Bank/Personal Needs 
Closet. The food will be placed in a basket 
and brought forward with our regular 
offering at that time in the service. It can be 
non-perishable food or a money donation. 

We have people on the Food Pantry Committee who will be looking for 
bargains to stretch the food dollar and make the best use of the funds that 
are donated. No outdated foods please--they will just have to be thrown 
away. The distribution will be done from the church, not the Mission 
House at this time, with people calling the office for an appointment 
time and one of our volunteers will make the selection of foods and 
bring it to the church to give to the recipients. Please keep this ministry 
and its volunteers in your prayers that we do what God desires us to do 
for those in need. 
 
Starting on January 11th on Sunday at 9:45 AM we will begin a new 
Adult Bible Study, The Book of Faith  - Looking at the Bible from a 
Lutheran viewpoint. The Bible is the basis of our faith. How can we 
interpret it faithfully in our world today? This course is to help us 
understand how God's Word can lead us now in our world. The class has 
been put together by some of our most prominent biblical scholars but is 
focused to help those of us who are not scholars to understand the Bible 
for our lives. I hope you will join us for this introductory study. 
 

 



Beginning in mid January we will also offer a Wednesday Adult Class at 
7:30 PM on Great Religions of the World.  Bruce Omundson, 
philosophy professor formerly of Lansing Community College will lead 
us on a journey across the great world religions. Judaism, Christianity, 
Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, and others will be featured. Our tentative 
schedule is this: January 14th – Introduction and Islam Part 1, January 
21st – Islam Part 2, January 28th - “Noah's Pudding” a Middle Eastern 
tradition for Muslim's, Christians, and Jews, where they get together to 
get to know each other and something about their traditions. We have 
some members of the Turkish community here who will join us for this 
special occasion. February 4th – Hinduism, February 11th – Buddhism, 
February 18th – Judaism, February 25th – Judaism/Christianity, March 4th 
– Christianity/Orthodoxy. These are tentative dates at this point but this 
gives you an outline of where we may go with the class.  
 
On January 18th we will have another Fish Fry after the late service, 
Chuck & Rodger and their families will again provide a fine fish dinner 
and raise funds for a worthwhile cause. Don't forget to sign-up. As we 
enter into the New Year, I invite you to a New Years Eve Worship at 
5:00 PM on Dec. 31st. We can remember the joys and challenges of the 
year past and look forward in faith to 2009. May the Lord keep you safe 
in this holiday season and in the New Year soon with us. 
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Join us after the 11 am service 
on January 18th for a fish fry. 

Sign up sheets will be posted in 
the narthex. 

 
 

 
 
 



������������������������������������������	������������������������������������������	������������������������������������������	������������������������������������������	� ���
����

����
���������������������������
����
���������
����������������������������
����
���������
����������������������������
����
���������
����������������������������
����
���������
�� ���
 

 
We received a check for $116.37 

in December from the Meijer Community 
Rewards Program. 

 
Thank you for your support! 

Over/Under
Budget

11/30/08 Year-to-Date Year-to-Date

Budgeted Income $14,131.66 $139,426.10 $13,411.97
Budgeted Expenses $13,703.44 $144,718.07 ($7,830.37)

Difference 428.22$        (5,291.97)$     

Income Expenses
Capital Fund 7,550.00$     4,959.16$     
(Second Mile Giivng)

Financial Report
for November 2008

November was a good month. Our income was more than our 
expenses. We paid down over $400.00 in debt, but are still just 
under $5,300.00 in debt for the year. Please give generously during 
December so we can end the year without debt.
We have spent all of the grant money from Thrivent Financial for 
Lutherans on the Mission House. There were two grants: $1,600.00 
for the ACTION for Lutheran Social Services of Michigan group 
that meets at St Paul. The money was used to support the prayer 
quilt ministry and other social outreach activities. The other grant 
for $1,600.00 went to support the creation of a Food Pantry / 
Personal Needs Closet based in the Mission House. Both of these 
grants come from Thrivent’s Care Abounds in Community 
program.



 
 
 
 

WINTER CALENDAR 
YOUTH GROUP 

7-12 GRADES 
 

Youth Advisors:  Mike Feldpausch, Megan Nyquist, and  
  Lynne Fortune 

 
Jan-April ’09  MSU Concessions Fundraisers for New Orleans   

Details TBA. 
 

January ‘09  Fellowship Event:  Pizza, Movie and Lock-In Night 
(Date and time TBA). Bring your favorite DVD 
movie; we will vote as a group on a select feature 
(note: movie should be appropriate for a Christian 
youth group –  if you are not certain of your selection 
check with your youth advisors on content). More 
Lock-In details to follow at a later date. 
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ACTION FOR LSSM COLLECTION FOR JANUARY IS SHAMPOO.  
 
The foster care program at Lutheran Social Services is in 
need of shampoo. Please place bottles in the blue bin in 
the coat area. If you have any questions please contact 
Betty Velat or Julie Anderson. 

 



 

Christmas Gifts for Foster Children Program 
 

Thank you to everyone who took a gift tag for the foster 
children.  A total of 32 gifts were donated by the 
congregation.  ~ Betty Velat 
 

Christmas Share 
 

37 gifts were donated by the Sunday School and Conf irmation 
students to the Christmas Share Program at Grace Un ited Methodist 
Church, December 11.   The gifts were donated by Sunday School and 
Confirmation students.  The Christmas Share is part of the Christian 
Services Network.  Clients who attend IMAGE and Quality Living Classes 
(including ours) use the vouchers they earn to purchase gifts for their 
families.  Thank you .  ~ Julie Anderson 
 

 

 
 

Permitting Needy People to Access Food Aid  

as Often as They Need 
The average American family sends someone to the 
store for food approximately 2.2 times per week, or 
about 9 times per month. They don’t necessarily want 
or plan on making all those extra trips. It is just a 
matter of something coming up that results in their 
needing something. They might find, in planning a 
meal, that they are out of an ingredient, or that 
something they thought was good has spoiled. Or 

they might get sick, have unexpected visitors, or need something for 
school. It doesn’t have to do with poor planning. It is just how things are in 
our culture. 
 

But across the United States, churches and other agencies permit needy 
families to access food only once per month. Why only once per month? 
The government! The government sends out welfare and Social Security 
checks once a month. The government issues food stamps once a 
month. The government even hands out USDA commodities once a 
month.  

 
Don't throw those ink jet cartridges away!    
Bring them in and we will recycle them for you.   
The proceeds from this program go to support  
programs at Lutheran Social Services Ministries. 



We don’t have a “once a month” faith  
There is no “once a month” rule in the Bible, the Torah, the Koran or any 
other religious text. They all advocate helping whenever help is needed. 
There is simply no excuse for limiting how often needy people can 
access help. What other emergency service is parceled out according to 
the calendar instead of according to need? None! Can you imagine 
calling the police or fire department or going to the emergency room and 
being denied assistance because you were already helped this month? 
Nobody does that accept thousands of food pantries across America. If 
people need help every week or two but are permitted to access it only 
once a month, then that part of your area’s food pipeline is smaller than it 
must be to end hunger.  
 
Traditionally, agencies say that they can’t afford to let people draw food 
more than monthly. But research suggests this is true only when:  
 

· The pantry relies on store-bought or food drive-supplied food 
instead of on goods they get from a Food Bank.  

· Pantries give clients pre-assembled food boxes instead of letting 
them assemble their own. 

· Pantries grossly overestimate how often people will use the 
pantry. 

Increased use can be offset  
If your family were in need, what would you want your area’s food 
pantries to do? Acquire its food in the most cost-effective ways and let 
you access help as you need it? Or use less-cost-effective food 
acquisition methods and use that as an excuse for letting you access 
help less often than you need it?  

Most clients have short-term food needs  
Most people who seek food likely will do so only one or two times. If 
someone starts coming back week after week after week, it is perfectly 
reasonable for you to discuss their situation with them to find exactly what 
is driving their need, and if there are other forms of aid they should be 
getting—for example, food stamps. The reality is that some people may 
need your help for the rest of their lives—for example, a widowed retiree 
with health problems but a small Social Security check. But most people 
should be moving on with their lives within six months or so of when they 
begin drawing food. 
 
St Paul will be offering food to all those who ask for it, without asking 
about when they last accessed a food pantry. God’s love abounds for all 
and we will help everyone in need. 

Abridged from Charity Food Programs That Can End Hunger in America by John M. Arnold 
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Again, I want to thank all of you who participated as 
helpers or donors, with our Red Cross Blood Drive on December 
26th. Remember, each time we offer our facility and assist in the 
hosting of a Red Cross Blood Drive, we are serving our community in 
a very special way. Each pint of blood we get has the potential of 
saving three lives. The need for blood in our area continues to be 
urgent. �
 
THE REALLY BIG NEWS. Because of our past results, we have 
been selected as a regular Red Cross donor site. This is such an 
accomplishment for our congregation. It’s been my personal goal for 
this to happen, but without your help it wouldn’t have happened. We 
are currently working on FIVE additional blood drive dates for 2009. 
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I praise and thank God for your commitment.  
 

Terry Smith – Blood Drive Coordinator 1/09 
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Food Pantry Offering: First Sunday of the Month 
 

Beginning Sunday, January 4, we will begin collecting an offering for our 
food pantry the first Sunday of every month.  Offerings may include any 
non-perishable food items or personal needs item such as toilet paper 
and toothpaste.  Cash donations are also greatly appreciated.  A gift of 
your time may also be offered by placing your name 
and contact information in the basket if you are 
willing to help with the food pantry.  The offerings will 
be taken immediately following our regular offering 
collection and may be placed in the basket at the 
front of the church. 
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A Stick for Christmas 
 

I am writing this on the sly a few days before Christmas, hoping to finish it 
before my husband gets home.  I don’t want to spoil the surprise.   
 

You see, Travis and I decided not to exchange gifts on this first Christmas as 
husband and wife.  We have nothing against gift-giving, and will likely resume 
the tradition next year.  But it’s a stewardship thing:  we just have better things to 
spend our time and money on this year.   
 

Nevertheless, I decided to get Travis a stick.  He heard some song on the radio 
about kids in poor countries asking Santa for a stick for Christmas.  A stick does 
make a wonderful toy if that’s all you have.  At first I thought I would just bring 
in a fallen branch from the back yard and put a bow on it.  But then I thought it 
would be nice to get a good stick that might be useful in some way—a stir stick, 
a yardstick, a walking stick, perhaps.  Of course, it would have to be free or very 
cheap, or I would defeat the purpose of saving our money for a better cause. 
So I put out the call to a few friends and co-workers, indicating I was in the 
market for a good stick.  People loved the idea and jumped in to help.  I received 
all kinds of suggestions—a paint stick, a memory stick, a Kentucky tobacco 
walking stick.  And several people offered to bring me a stick from their yards.  
My friend Marilyn brought me a stick from a beaver dam.  It was neatly stripped 
of bark, notched here and there by beaver teeth, and had a pleasing bend in the 
middle right where you would put your hand if using it as a walking stick.  
Marilyn’s husband actually climbed up on top of a beaver dam to get this 
amazing stick.  It is hidden in my office, where all of my co-workers have come 
by to admire it. 
 

Meanwhile, my brother called to say he had an assortment of titanium sticks in 
various sizes and could be persuaded to part with one.  He offered to take one 
the size of a walking stick and bend it to make a handle.  Titanium must be 
heated to bend it, and the heating creates colorful markings, resulting in a unique 
and lovely walking stick.  The colors will always be a reminder of the love that 
went into making it. 
 

It has brought me a lot of joy already to see people get involved in this simple 
gift, to see the joy they experience in helping out, sharing their ideas, their time, 
their labor and love to help me give a simple stick.  God looks upon the smallest 
act motivated by love and multiplies it.  Even when we have little to give, He 
takes a little and makes it a lot. 
 

Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken 
together and running over, will be poured into your lap.  Luke 6:38 
 

Elizabeth Witt 
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You may have seen in the State Journal an article about a website, 
http://www.michivore.com, which promotes the use of Michigan products.  One 
of the founders mentions that “for some people it’s a health or nutrition issue; for 
others, it’s a ‘food-miles’ issue—cutting down petroleum use.”  Those food-
miles can be either the shopper’s or the suppliers’.  The Michivore website is not 
altogether easy to navigate, but it has a lot of information, and links to other 
sites, such as the one quoted below, and it contains a list of businesses which sell 
Michigan foods and other products. 
 
“Buying local spurs economic growth.  Economists use the term “multiplier 
theory” to explain the impact of each dollar spent locally.  If you spend a dollar 
locally, it impacts 3-7 different local businesses before it leaves the area.”  --  
Source:  Michigan Food & Farming Systems, http://www.miffs.org/index.asp 
located in 416 Agriculture Hall at MSU. 
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The receipts for the Thankoffering 
totaled $342.15. 

 

Thank you, Ethel Moore 
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                                                             The Green Team would love to hear from you. 
                                                     Contact Lindsay Cramer, Susan Kendall, or Barb Paff. 
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01  Ken Brzozowski    
02  Matthew Pfaendter         
09       Ray Vurgrinovich     
12  Kurt Werner             
  Phyllis Bergau           
  Pastor Rich Moe     
  Kathie Vurgrinovich 
17  David Henderson          
20  Kelly Anderson     �
21 ��������������	
��
�                  
  Anne Szymanski   
22  Trudy Haebich 
23  Daniel Opp             
24  Marissa Cruz 
27  Hank Pratt 
29  Emma Claucherty 
31  Rhonda Kreuer 

 
Anniversaries 

  
 26     Allen & Judy Neiberg 

  
 
  
 

Please note:   If your birthday or anniversary is NOT listed and it should 
be, it is because we do not have it on file.  If you would like to have your 
day recognized in the future, please let the office know.        
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JANUARY READINGS 
� � � � ����������������������������

Sunday, January 4 
Second Sunday of Christmas 

Jeremiah 31:7–14 
Ephesians 1:3–14 

John 1:[1–9] 10–18 
�

Sunday, January 11�
Baptism of Our Lord 

Genesis 1:1–5 
Acts 19:1–7 
Mark 1:4–11�

�
Sunday, January 18 

Second Sunday after Epiphany 
1 Samuel 3:1–10 [11–20] 

1 Corinthians 6:12–20 
John 1:43–51 

 
Sunday, January 25 

Third Sunday after Epiphany 
Jonah 3:1–5, 10 

1 Corinthians 7:29–31 
Mark 1:14–20
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