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It is with joy that I tell you we had the Commissioning 
Service for Craig Anderson as Lay Minister on Sunday, 
October 26th at both services. A reception was held 
following second service in the Fellowship Hall. Craig has 
put in a lot of work and time (and some money) in getting to 

this place. As a Synodical Lay Minister he will be able to do many things I do as 
pastor, but will need specific authorization from the Bishop to do them, like 
conduct a Holy Communion Service. Craig has been a big help in many ways in 
the time I have been here at St. Paul's; currently he has been leading the Natural 
Church Development Program and teaching Catechism for which I am grateful. 
So I invite you to come and celebrate with Craig at this special time. 
 

Sunday, November 2nd following 11:00 AM worship we will have our Pumpkin' 
Chunkin' Luncheon, sponsored by our Thrivent Committee here at St. Paul. I'm 
looking forward to seeing the trebuchet/catapult heaving pumpkins up in the air 
(shades of “Monty Python and the Holy Grail”). There will be some tasty stew, 
not pumpkin, upon which to feast and help raise funds to get banners for 
weddings and baptisms, and ear monitors for the Praise Band. Remember to 
bring your old jack 'o' lanterns and give them a proper send off this day.  
 

On Saturday, Nov., 8th at 7:00 PM, Covenant Players will be here to do a special 
presentation of three short plays all on “Faith in the Midst of War”: three 
separate presentations set in wartime that deal with issues of faith and doubt. 
This is a unique opportunity to see these plays. I have heard about them and 
believe they can be a blessing to all who attend. Covenant Players will also 
present different plays at worship on the 9th at both services. A free will offering 
will be received. There are five in the troupe this time. If you would be interested 
in housing any of them for Saturday night please let me know.   
 
Thanksgiving Eve Service will be on Wed., November 26th at 7:00 PM here at 
St. Paul's. This year we clergy were not on the ball enough to get a community 
service organized as we have done in the past.  This doesn't mean there are not 
needs in our community. I hope we will continue to be generous to the Food 
Banks in our area as well as the Thanksgiving Baskets that we are giving this 
year. (See elsewhere in this newsletter.) 



Thanks to all who have given so generously to the mission of our church during 
our most recent Stewardship program. In this time of economic instability it is 
good to remember all we have and are comes from God. And God's love is the 
basis of all we do. Because Jesus came into the world to save sinners, he came to 
save you and me. We then can use our gifts, abilities, and resources to help 
others and let them experience God's love through us. Have a blessed 
Thanksgiving and beginning of the holiday season. 
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A presentation on dealing with the death of loved ones during the 
holidays and anniversaries will be held on November 13th at 

Plymouth Congregational Church in Lansing.  There are 
presentations from 2-3:30 PM and 7-8:30 PM for those wishing 
to attend and advanced registration is required. Please see the 

flyer on the bulletin board in the narthex for more information. 
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October 2008 Council Notes 
 
The November council meeting will be held on Thursday, Nov. 13. 
 
The old audio mixer will be donated to St. James Lutheran in Jackson. They are 
planning to have a more contemporary service and are excited for the gift. 
 
The Thrivent Committee for St. Paul is hosting a Pumpkin Chuck at St. Paul on 
Nov. 2. There will be a meal served after the event. 
 
The Covenant Players will be at St. Paul on Nov. 8 and 9. They will be doing 
three plays set in wartime at 7:00PM on Saturday Nov. 8 and the sermon time on 
Sunday, Nov. 9. We will need housing for them on the evening of Nov. 8. Any 
volunteers should contact the church office. There will be at least five members 
of the team this time. 
 
New Horizons Band will be performing a concert of Holiday music on Dec. 14. 
 
The council approved starting an expired coupon exchange for overseas military 
families. 
 
Four Youth Groups members are planning to travel to New Orleans next 
summer. Options for transportation are being explored, including possibly a joint 
effort with University Lutheran. 
 
Fred Hartwig is recognized and thanked for leading the efforts to make 
improvements on the Mission House. Many others have contributed, as well. 
Work has been well ahead of schedule. 
 
The unified budget fund received $12,175.91 income during September. Unified 
giving through September is $113,414.28. Of the 40 giving units that pledge, 5 
are at their pledged amount, 25 are over their pledged amount (+ $10,604.00), 
and 10 are under their pledged amount (- $4688.00). The net difference through 
September is $5916.00 over the amount pledged. Total giving for the month was 
$15,533.45.  Total giving through September is $137,141.80. September was a 
good month. Expenses were less than normal (partly because we only had one 
pay roll this month). Income was good. Funds are coming in for the Capital Fund 
(Second Mile Giving) even though we have not had our Commitment Sunday 
yet. 
 
-Submitted by Blake Nyquist, Secretary 
 



 
 

PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDAR: 
 

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 16TH, 1:00 P.M. 

 
          PIZZA WILL BE PROVIDED FOR LUNCH. 

 
(PLEASE SIGN-UP SO WE KNOW HOW MUCH PIZZA TO ORDER.) 
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Over/Under
Budget

9/30/208 Year-to-Date Year-to-Date

Budgeted Income $12,175.91 $113,414.28 $10,311.81
Budgeted Expenses $8,844.42 $118,225.59 ($6,837.35)

Difference 3,331.49$     (4,811.31)$     

Income Expenses
Capital Fund 6,343.00$     5,210.19$     
(Second Mile Giivng)

Financial Report
for September 2008

September was a good month. Exepnses were less than normal (partly 
because we only had one pay roll this month). Income was good. Our 
2008 budget has expected budgeted income of $137,471.00 and expected 
expenses of $169,332.39, that makes the budget $31,862.39 out of 
balance. At the end of 9 months of 2008 if we were right on track, we 
would be $23,896.80 in the hole. So since we are only $4,811.31 in the 
hole we are doing great (especially since $3,500.00 of that is 
snowplowing and energy costs from January and February). We need to 
keep up the extra giving and to increase giving if we can to be able to 
finish the year in good shape.  Thank you to all who give more than they 
have pledged!
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FALL CALENDAR 
SENIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP 

9-12 GRADES 
 

Youth Advisors:  Mike Feldpausch, Megan Nyquist, and  
  Lynne Fortune 

 

November ‘08  Fellowship Event:  Pizza, Movie and Lock-In Night 
(Date and time TBA). Bring your favorite DVD 
movie; we will vote as a group on a select feature 
(note: movie should be appropriate for a Christian 
youth group; if you are not certain of your selection 
check with your youth advisors on content). More 
Lock-In details to follow at a later date. 

 

Nov or Dec ’08  Fellowship Event: Bowling Tournament at Holiday 
Lanes, 8 pm – 10 pm. Meet in church parking lot for 
carpool. 

 

Sat, Nov 22  Service Event:  Thanksgiving Baskets – packaging 
and delivering at 11:00 a.m. 

 

Sun, Dec 7  Christmas Bake Sale Fundraiser   
100% of the proceeds go to the Youth Group Fund 
for activities.    
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               Thank you  
to those of you who participate!!����
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THANKSGIVING FOOD BASKETS   
 

                  This year we hope to provide food and 
personal needs items to eight families. 
Sign-up sheets for food items and 

drivers will be in the narthex soon.   
All donated items must be at the 

     church by noon on Wednesday ,   
  November 19th.  The baskets will be 
packed and delivered on Saturday the 

22nd at 11:00 a.m.  As always, cash 
donations are greatly appreciated as 

well.  They will be used to purchase fresh fruits 
and vegetables and any other needed items that are not brought 
in.  If you have any questions, please contact Mary Claucherty or 
Julie Anderson. 
 

 
ACTION FOR LSSM 

 

BE ON THE LOOKOUT FOR THE CHRISTMAS GIFTS FOR FOSTE R 
CHILDREN PROGRAM. COMING SOON TO A NARTHEX NEAR YOU ! 
 
 

ACTION FOR LSSM COLLECTION FOR NOVEMBER IS  
BOYS AND GIRLS BOXER SHORTS.  

 
The foster care program at Lutheran Social Services is in need of boys 
and girls boxer shorts for sleeping (ages 12+). Please place them in the 
blue bin in the coat area. If you have any questions please contact Betty 
Velat or Julie Anderson. 
 

 

 

 
Don't throw those ink jet cartridges away!    
Bring them in and we will recycle them for you.   
The proceeds from this program go to support  
programs at Lutheran Social Services Ministries. 
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We Are Still Sty Wardens 
 
The following devotion on stewardship was written by Rev. Kerry Nelson of 
Covenant Lutheran Church in Texas.  -  Elizabeth Witt 
 
Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our 
likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds 
of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and 
over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.”  So God created 
humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and female 
he created them.  God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and 
multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the 
sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the 
earth.” God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon 
the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them 
for food.  And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to 
everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have 
given every green plant for food.” And it was so.  God saw everything that he 
had made, and indeed, it was very good. Genesis 1:26-31 
 
This is the time of year when many Christian congregations start their financial 
planning for next year.  Included in that planning is the reality, “In God we trust, 
but the rest of the world wants cash.”  As congregations we ask, “How much is 
doing ministry going to cost next year?”  And as members of those 
congregations, we ask ourselves, “How much are we going to personally invest 
in that shared ministry next year?” 
 
The common ground for all thoughts about the role of finances in the lives of 
both Christian congregations and Christian homes is the concept of 
“stewardship.”  Stewardship is a word derived from an Old English term “sty 
warden.”  Literally, the “pig keeper.”  But practically, this was a person so 
trusted by the owner of the farm that he was given responsibility for managing its 
day to day operations.  It was a position of trust and of power, accountable to the 
owner in all things. 
 



The Bible begins with two creation stories, each of them establishing human 
beings in a key role as trusted partners in managing the day to day operations of 
the whole ball of wax.  God provides life and the means for making a living – 
human beings are responsible for taking care of the earth, for using God’s good 
gifts, for keeping up their side of the bargain. 
 
My son is 18 years old.  Occasionally he asks for the keys to my truck.  Far less 
often, I actually give them to him.  When he is driving my truck, he is 
responsible for taking care of it, for returning it to me in one piece, and for 
giving it back with a full tank of gas.  At no point does he own my truck, but at 
all points I expect him to treat it like he does.  That is, to treat it like I would.  
God gives us life in the same way that I loan my truck to my son.  At no point 
does God deed the territory to us; God always remains the owner.  While God 
puts us in a position of trust and authority, at no time does that diminish God’s 
ultimate authority. 
 
When we realize that, it turns the whole question of 
stewardship away from financing the operations of a 
church to something much larger.  To talk about Christian 
stewardship is to talk about life itself.  It puts an asterisk 
in front of anything we say that begins with *my* - my 
life, my family, my job, my neighbor, my church, my 
country, my clothes, my food – everything to which we 
attach a “my” is truly, and in fact, God’s.  Not ours. 
 
This sense of God’s ownership and authority over everything, of the sacred trust 
that lies at the heart of life, is both promise and judgment.  It is the promise of 
God’s goodness and provision and it is judgment upon our selfishness, our self-
centeredness, and our greed. 
 
Dear Lord, you continue to create life and you continue to trust that we will do 
our part in managing well the gifts that you give.  We pray for your guidance as 
we look more closely at how we might fulfill our mission, as individuals, as 
congregations, as citizens of the world.  In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 
Elizabeth Witt 
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Quote 
”… a neighbor, fetching her mail, sees us standing in the cold with our 
own letters in one hand and a seismically red autumn leaf in the other, its 
color hitting our senses like a blow from a stun gun, as we stand with a 
huge grin, too paralyzed by the intricately veined gaudiness of the leaf to 
move.”  -  Visual Opium, by Diane Ackerman 
 

Tip 
Remember to recycle as much paper, cardboard, etc. as possible.  Each 
American consumes the equivalent of a 100-foot tree that is 16 inches in 
diameter for forest products each year.  Most of the Lansing area accepts 
newspaper, corrugated cardboard and boxboard, and mixed office paper 
for recycling. 
 

                                                              The Green Team would love to hear from you. 
                                                     Contact Lindsay Cramer, Susan Kendall, or Barb Paff. 
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01  Thomas Stratton     
03  Michelle D'Lamater         
12       Rick Klingensmith      
18  Alexis Jacobs              
19  Barb Cox             
20  Gordon Oak     
21  Betty Velat 
  Char Smith 
  Bailee Lamont           
23  Mark Vugrinovich     �
25 �������������	
                    
27  Daniel Asch 
29  Ruth Brenneman             
31  Erich Claucherty 

 
 

Anniversaries 
  
 20     Dave & Anne Szymanski 
 21     Pastor Rich Moe & Barb Paff 
 22     George & Shirley Vincent 
 

  
 

Please note:   If your birthday or anniversary is NOT listed and it should 
be, it is because we do not have it on file.  If you would like to have your 
day recognized in the future, please let the office know.        
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St. Paul’s Fourth Friday Friends  
 

November 23rd, MI/OH Christmas Concert   
– Holt Arts Center $ 22.00 each 

 

For ticket information contact Char Smith – 517-339-8784 
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NOVEMBER READINGS 
� � � � ����������������������������

Sunday, November 2 
All Saints Sunday 
Revelation 7:9–17 

1 John 3:1–3 
Matthew 5:1–12 

�
Sunday, November 9�

Twenty-sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
Amos 5:18–24 

1 Thessalonians 4:13–18 
Matthew 25:1–13�

�
Sunday, November 16 

Twenty-seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
Zephaniah 1:7, 12–18 

1 Thessalonians 5:1–11 
Matthew 25:14–30 

 
Sunday, November 23 

Christ the King Sunday 
Ezekiel 34:11–16, 20–24 

Ephesians 1:15–23 
Matthew 25:31–46 

 
Sunday, November 30 

First Sunday of Advent 
Isaiah 64:1–9 

1 Corinthians 1:3–9 
Mark 13:24–37 
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THANKSGIVING EVE SERVICE 
 

November 26 th 7:00 PM 
Family Worship 

Nursery Available  

 
 

Now, wherever we are, 
and in every place, 
and at every hour, 

throughout each time of each day, 
may all of us honestly and humbly believe, 

holding in our hearts 
to love, honor, 
adore, serve, 
praise, bless, 
glorify, exalt, 

magnify, and give thanks 
to the Most High and Eternal God, 

Trinity and Unity, 
Amen. 

 

St. Francis 
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