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It is an exciting time to be around here this fall. We have just acquired the Saint 
Paul Mission House to the west of the church. People are beginning to work on it 
to get it ready for our occupancy. Fred Hartwig has made a list of things to be 
done and will be happy to guide you in the project. There have been a number of 
suggested uses for the building (see Chuck Nelson's column in this newsletter). 
And there are many opportunities for us as members of Saint Paul's to share our 
gifts and abilities in this project. 
 
Another point I want to raise is that we recently received our survey results from 
the Natural Church Development program. Thirty of our solid members took a 
survey a few months ago and we just received the results. The areas we need the 
most improvement in are loving relationships, relational evangelism, and 
passionate spirituality. The council chose to focus on loving relationships as our 
first priority. To me that implies that I will need to step out of my comfort zone 
and get to know others within the congregation and in our community on a more 
personal basis. That will involve me in something that is a challenge to me. I 
don't know how I will do this, but I hope different members will help me become 
a more loving person during this coming year. It will be necessary for me to push 
back the walls of the box I currently live in. As a congregation I hope we can do 
this too. 
 
I was talking with Keith Mundy, Stewardship Specialist for the ELCA, and one 
of the questions he asks is, “How do we begin to move beyond the walls that 
enclose us?” That is, how do we go from simply hearing Jesus' words to doing 
them? We in the Lutheran church know that it is not by works that we are saved. 
It is by grace through faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. But we also know that 
“Faith without works is dead,” James 2:17.  So we have an opportunity to reach 
out beyond the walls of our congregation to the community that surrounds us.  
 
How we choose to use this new building will be a good sign as to our intention to 
reach out to others. Do read Chuck's article and see where you can fit in. And 
come to the “Cottage Meetings” and decide how you can help in both First and 
Second Mile giving. Our theme is “Giving for Today, Planning for the Future.” I 



believe these meetings will be both informative and fun. Remember if you sign-
up and come to a Sunday meeting you will receive an Ice Cream Sundae. The 
Monday meetings dessert is pie and Tuesdays meeting is a chocolate dessert. If 
you haven't signed-up yet you can call the office and have us put you down for 
one of the times. That number is 517-351-8541. 
 
Also remember we will have one service on September 7th, Rally Sunday, out at 
Lake Lansing Park South. We have the pavilion reserved by the Bandstand. The 
worship will begin at 9:30AM with a Potluck at 11:00 and games for all ages to 
follow. It should be an enjoyable time. Bring your own beverage and a dish to 
pass. There will be hot dogs and wild game provided on the grill. We will have 
the picnic tables in the pavilion but you may prefer to bring your own chair or 
blanket as well. This may be one way we can work on loving relationships. Let 
us allow ourselves some time to do this. In my marriage communications class 
that I lead, one of the main lessons is that if we want to help a relationships grow 
we need to spend time together. Have a great beginning to fall. 
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         “Fun for All Ages” 
 

    Rally Sunday September 7th 

                                 At Lake Lansing Park South 
     (under the Pavilion, near the Band Shell) 

 

Acoustic Worship 9:30 AM 
Bring a chair or blanket 

 

11:00 AM Potluck: 
Bring your own beverage and a dish to pass 

(Hot dogs & wild game provided on the grill) 
 

11:30 AM Games for Young and Mature 
Bingo – Bring a white elephant prize to donate 
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President’s Notes for September 2008 
 
It is official: St. Paul now owns the “Mission House” to the west of our original 
property. This is a tremendous step forward for the congregation and will 
strengthen our mission for decades to come. One of the key next steps is to get 
the property in useful condition for all aspects of mission. Fred Hartwig and 
members of the Property Committee will be working during September to do just 
this. This will include upgrading the electrical system, replacing the floor in a 
bathroom that is rotten, creating two accessible entrances/exits, renovating a 
bathroom for universal access/unisex use, painting, etc. This work needs to occur 
before other uses begin in the building, so the workers can have free access and 
get the job done right. Fred will be asking for volunteers to help with many of 
the tasks. Please be generous with your time and talents.  
 

Next, Church Council has been discussing the many proposed uses of the 
Mission House. I have requested that each church committee provide 
suggestions. To date from the August council meeting these include in no 
specific priority order: 
 

1. A food pantry/distribution center (Kay Meints reports that Thrivent has 
already indicated their willingness to support a grant to help us to 
effectively store and distribute food.  Thanks Kay!) 

2. Personal needs closet 
3. Educational space 

a. Confirmation 
b. Sunday School for older K-12 students 

4. Youth group 
5. Quilters 
6. Action for LSSM 
7. Scrapbookers 
8. Meetings of various groups (no more than 20 people) 
9. Possible office space for LSSM Outreach 
10. Storage for a wide variety of church owned materials 

 

Also note that the property has a garage. Our current shed will be moved, as it 
now sits on the narrow strip that will be sold to the City of East Lansing, so they 
have direct foot/bicycle/emergency vehicle access to the property they will be 
purchasing from us for White Park from Lake Lansing Road. We are likely to 
move the mower and other property care implements to the house garage, at least 
for a time.   
 
 



It is likely that we will be able to cooperate on the use of some space (e.g. food 
distribution area for food pantry could also serve as a meeting room, education 
room, etc.), while for some uses, part of the space would be dedicated to that 
single use (e.g. storage for food items for the food pantry). If you have any other 
suggestions for use of the house or garage, please let me or another council 
member know (including the Pastor). We will be making decisions on 
appropriate uses at the September council meeting.  
 

Finally, as we enter our stewardship campaign, think and pray about how you 
can support the mission through first and second mile giving. Attend a cottage 
meeting, talk as a family, get involved in a mission that calls to you, pledge and 
follow through, bring a friend on board!  
 

Chuck Nelson 
 
Council Notes - August 2008  
 

The annual congregational meeting will be held on Sunday, Nov. 16. A 
meal will be served following the second service, with the meeting 
commencing at 1:00pm. 
 

Craig Anderson presented to the council on the results of the Natural 
Church Development survey. Essentially, both Need-oriented Evangelism 
and Loving Relationships ranked as the two lowest Quality 
Characteristics. Council approved Craig's recommendation for St. Paul 
to focus on developing the Loving Relationships characteristic as part 
of the NCD program. 
 

The office will be acquiring a postage machine to save on time 
stamping envelopes as well as frequent trips outside the office for 
mailing supplies. 
 

A new sound board has been purchased for St. Paul. The one new board 
will replace the function of the two existing boards. 
 
Purchase of the property next to St. Paul was completed last week. 
Council discussed at length on the uses of the new space. After 
gathering some additional input, council will make a decision on how 
to allocate space at next month's meeting. 
Keith Mundy will return to with St. Paul on Oct. 19. Pastor Rich is 
already preparing for his sermons the weeks prior to Keith's arrival. 
 

The Covenant Players will be back at St. Paul in November. In addition 
to being at Sunday services, they will also put on an evening performance, 
Saturday, Nov. 8 from 6-9pm. 
 



The unified budget fund received $11,636.48 income during July. 
Unified giving through July is  $87,792.62. Envelope giving in July 
was $11,388.00. Other unified budget giving included loose offering at 
$247.15, and checking account interest of $1.33. Total giving for the 
month of July was $14,821.58. Total giving through July is 
$104,674.92. July did not bring in the income we needed to meet the 
budget this month. We went another almost $2,000.00 in debt. Part of 
the problem was the amount we had to pay as we buy St. Paul Mission 
House. Even though we have not closed yet, there was $1,000.00 for the 
Title Search, $500.00 for the Mortgage Commitment Fee and $200.00 for 
the building inspection. We did not have enough money in the Capital 
Fund to pay for all of this, but money has begun to come in. 
 
-Submitted by Blake Nyquist, Secretary 
________________________________________________________________ 
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Over/Under
Budget

7/31/08 Year-to-Date Year-to-Date

Budgeted Income $11,641.15 $87,797.29 $7,606.48
Budgeted Expenses $13,528.72 $93,480.57 ($5,162.25)

Difference (1,887.57)$    (5,683.28)$     

Financial Report
for July 2008

 July did not bring in the income we needed to meet the budget this 
month. We went another almost $2,000.00 in debt. Part of the problem 
was the amount we had to pay as we buy the St. Paul Mission House. 
Even though we have not closed yet, there was $1,000.00 for the Title 
Search, $500.00 for the Mortgage Commitment Fee and $200.00 for the 
building inspection. We did not have enough money in the Capital Fund 
to pay for all of this; however people have begun to give to the Capital 
Fund even though the cottage meetings have not happened yet.  Thank 
you, St. Paul, for stepping up to the plate and giving so we can expand 
and fulfill God’s plan for us in the world.
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Sunday School classes begin September 14 th   
(9:45-10:45 AM)  

Classes are available for ages three through high school.  Join us 
for a fun-filled year of songs, Bible stories, crafts, and service 

projects. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

FALL CALENDAR 
SENIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP 

9-12 GRADES 
 

Youth Advisors:  Mike Feldpausch, Megan Nyquist, and  
  Lynne Fortune 

 
September ‘08  Fellowship Event:  Pizza, Popcorn & Movie Night 

(Date and time TBA). Bring your favorite DVD 
movie; we will vote as a group on a select feature 
(note: movie should be appropriate for a Christian 
youth group – if you are not certain of your selection 
check with your youth advisors on content). 

 
October ‘08  Fellowship Event: Bonfire at Bremer’s: An evening 

of games, fun and s’mores! Weather permitting  
(Date and time TBA). 

 
October ‘08  Fellowship Event:  Cedar Point Trip. Details TBA. 
 
Sat, Nov 22  Service Event:  Thanksgiving Baskets – packaging, 

delivering.  Details of event will be posted at later 
date; event typically is scheduled before 12:00 noon. 

 
Sun, Dec 7  Christmas Bake Sale/Gift Wrap Fundraiser:  

100% of the proceeds go to the Youth Group Fund 
for activities.  Thrivent will provide a monetary gift 
for this event. 
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ACTION FOR LSSM COLLECTION 
                 FOR SEPTEMBER IS SCHOOL SUPPLIES.    

 
Items needed include:  backpacks, pens, pencils, 

markers, erasers, scissors, notebooks/paper, spiral 
notebooks, rulers, small dictionaries and calculators.   

 

All items collected go to the 
Lutheran Social Services Foster Care Program.   

 

Please place items in the blue bin under the ledge in the narthex.   
If you have any questions contact Betty Velat or Julie Anderson. 
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We are exploring the possibility of expanding our Love Cupboard 
to a Food Pantry and Personal Needs Closet.   

 
We would love to have input from as many people as possible.   
If you are interesting in feeding the hungry, please get involved.  

We will be visiting other food pantries and checking out the 
possibilities.  (Kay Meints and I visited the food pantry at her 

daughter Michelle's church in Jackson and got lots of helpful info.) 
If interested, please contact me in the office @ 351-8541, @ 
home 332-5816 or by email: officemanager@stpaul.el.org.     

~Julie  
 

 



 
 

 
Habitat /Thrivent Builds Update 

 
The home is located at 1536 Ballard Street in North Lansing  

between Cedar and High Street, south of Lake Lansing Road. 
(Please park across the street in the church parking lot.) 

 

 
 

SEPTEMBER BULD SCHEDULE 
 

September work crews will work Friday mornings, 9:0 0-noon 
 

& 
 

Landscaping Day:  Sat., September 6, 9:00 am -4:00 pm?   
Do you have any extra plants that grow well in the shade?   

Contact Ginny Noble at Habitat 374-1313, ext 20.   
Plants will be needed that day. 

 

 

  
The Dedication is tentatively set for Sunday, Octob er 5, at 2:00 p.m.  

 

Volunteers who have not participated in an orientation may do so on-line. 
The address to the website is www.habitatlansing.org.  

Click on volunteers and new registration.  
You may then go through the orientation.   

 
You can also sign up for work dates online, on the sign-up sheet in the 

narthex, or you can contact Jane Braatz  
at jsbraatz@comcast.net 

or 517-699-1864. 
 

If you register on-line, please let them know you a re from St. Paul.  If 
you have any questions, please feel free to call me  at the church at 
351-8541 or at home at 332-5816.  Thanks!  Julie  

 
 

 

 

 

Don't throw those ink jet cartridges away!    
Bring them in and we will recycle them for you.  
The proceeds from this program go to support  
programs at Lutheran Social Services Ministries. 
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I want to thank all of you who helped with our rece nt Red 
Cross Blood Drive on August 28 th.  Every time we offer our 
facility and assist in the hosting of a Red Cross B lood Drive, 
we are serving our community in a very special way.  Each 
pint of blood we get has the potential of saving th ree lives. 
Because of recent blood drive cancellations, the ne ed of 
blood in our area has become urgent. If we can cont inue to 
support the Red Cross in this way, it is my hope th at St. 
Paul’s can become an ongoing donor site. It’s my pe rsonal 
goal for this to happen, so with your help, we will  qualify for 
additional blood drives in 2009. 
 
Terry Smith - Coordinator  
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 St. Paul’s Fourth Friday Friends  
Coming Events  

 
September 26th,  “Dinner & “Church Basement Ladies ” 

 –  Turkeyville $33.00 each 
 

October 24th,  “Pot-Luck”-- Halloween Costumes encouraged  
-- Fred & Dee Hartwig’s 

 

November 23rd,  MI/OH Christmas Concert   
– Holt Arts Center $ 22.00 each 

 

For ticket information contact Char Smith – 517-339-8784 
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                                                             The Green Team would love to hear from you. 
                                                     Contact Lindsay Cramer, Susan Kendall, or Barb Paff. 
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Beginning on Sunday, September 21st we will start a new Adult Class called, 
“Discovering Everyday Spirituality. There is no book to read. We begin with a 
short video segment and reflect from there on everyday common experiences and 
find out how our spirituality can grow through them. There are some great 
people who share their life experiences. It is set up for eight sessions. Come join 
us.  ~Pastor Rich 
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01  Charles Rogers    18      Michael Claucherty 
02  Jessica Fortune    19      David Fortune 
03      Diane Riffel     21      Bob Smith  
  Elizabeth Pratt          Erich Jolicoeur 
  Madison Stave    22      Amy Verhougstraete 
06  Carol Buzzita    24      Jim Cox 
07  Mason Kowalski          Jake Smith 
08  Connie Severy    25      Debra Singer�������
09 ����� Susan Jacobs              Caroline Collins 
  Rheanna Goodrich      27      Dennis Kowalski 
13  Nathan Anderson                  Rodger Johnson 
14  Betty Ferry                   28      Lindsay Cramer 
15  Emma Grooms        29      Julie Anderson 
16      Garrett Shireman                   Daniel Grooms 
� � � � �
       
02     Jim & Ardyth Claucherty 
04     Rodger & Bev Johnson 
09     Bob & Pat Reynolds 
21     Ken & Kim Brzozowski 
         Jim & Michelle D'Lamater 
30     Rick & Kathy Klingensmith 
 
 

Please note:   If your birthday or anniversary is NOT listed and it should 
be, it is because we do not have it on file.  If you would like to have your 
day recognized in the future, please let the office know.        

 

����������������������������������!���(�������������������������������������!���(�������������������������������������!���(�������������������������������������!���(���� ���
 

 
�����������	�
�������
������������
����������
����������
���������������������������������

�

������������������������������	����
����	���������� �������������������
��������������������	�������������������������
���� ����
��������
�����
��������������������������������������������������� ��	���������������

���������������	��� ���������!�������������
����"�� ����
#$����������
����
�	�������������������������%����� ����������

"������#&������������������������������������
���
�

�����������������������!�������
���'����(���������� )�������)���  
 



����������������������������������,������������������������������������������,������������������������������������������,������������������������������������������,��������� ���
����
*���
�
�����������������	����
�	����������
�������� ����
�����������	�������	��������������������������
������������*������+�����,�����������������
�����������-�������������#�+���#&���!����������
�.�������	��/0%1������/0%������-�������������������
����
������/0%������	�
��������
��
��
+���
��������
��������

 
 

���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������)�����" �����������)�����"�����������)�����"�����������)�����"� ���
 
 

SEPTEMBER READINGS 
� � � � ����������������������������
             Sunday, September 7                                 Sunday, September 14 
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost         Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
             Jeremiah 15:15–21                                            Genesis 50:15–21 
               Romans 12:9–21                                          II Corinthians 8: 1-15 
             Matthew 16:21–28                                           Matthew 18:21–35 








           Sunday, September 21                                Sunday, September 28  
Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost            Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 
               Jonah 3:10—4:11                                       Ezekiel 18:1–4, 25–32 
            II Corinthians 9: 1-15                                       Philippians 2:1–13             
              Matthew 20:1–16                                           Matthew 21:23–32 
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