St. Paul Lutheran Church, East Lansing, Ml AUGUST 2008

People sometimes think
that things slow down
around the church in
summer. That has not
been the case around
here. As the congregation
voted unanimously to
purchase the property to
the west of the church
building, we have a lot of
things to do. The
purchase price was $235,000, negotiated by Buckdédubn our behalf.
He says closing could be in about two weeks. kiriglwith Dan
Grooms, Property Chair, we want to secure theifaciwhich means do
some exterior lighting and eliminate some of thgetation between the
house and church. We will also put up some sighadgt people know
it is now part of the Saint Paul facility. We ndechame the house, so

send me your suggestionpagtor@stpaul-el.ojgl'm partial to “Saint
Paul Mission House,” but | am open to others.

The purpose for which we obtained this propertyeigeral fold:
1) More space for storage
2) A place for the Youth to meet
3) Classroom space for Confirmation
4) Meeting rooms for committees
5) Workspace for quilters and Action for LSSM
6) Larger space for the “Love Cupboard” food pantry
7) A Personal Needs Closet

Whatever we do with this “mission” space is to lba& to support the
mission of our congregation and the church as devho



“To love and worship God, to love and serve one atteer, to
learn and share God's Word”

| perceive this house as the base for our servingstry to the
community. | hope to have an open house sometirtieeifuture when
we can let the community see how we can help gbem. Jesus went
around doing good for all with whom he had conté¢hether it was
healing, feeding, or casting out demons, everytimotuding his
preaching was to improve the quality of life foettlowntrodden. He
brought “Good News” to everyone. That is what | éaye are able to do
as we interact with the community through this leuées, it is for us,
but it is also for the community to be blessed ali. Way we share the
Good News of God's love in our Lord Jesus in eveng we do.

Coming on August 19is a workshop and conversation on prison related
ministry, entitled, Grounded In Justice: TowardtBeMinistry to
Prisoners and Their Familielsam planning to attend this meeting at the
St. Francis Retreat Center in DeWitt. It runs fré@0 a.m. and lasts
through dinner. If you are moved to be a part f thinistry please
contact me for more information. This event is opeall lay and clergy
with care and concern for those affected by thmical justice system. |
will be driving if you want a ride.

Have a blessed rest of the summer.
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The Special Congregational meeting on July 13, 2@88lted in a
unanimous vote of the 48 members present to proeghdicquisition
of the property to our west for up to $245,000. Tumaincil, through the
work of Buck Kuisel, negotiated a price of $235,000the property on
Monday July 14. Through Kay Meints, Treasurer atak8 Nyquist,
Secretary the loan documents with Thrivent aredpnepared. As
Congregation President | signed and sent a commithater for our
fixed rate mortgage at 6.625% for 20 years on aousatnot to exceed
$185,000 with Thrivent on July 17, 2008. Today yJL8, 2008) Buck is
having the house and property inspected to indungs are in good
shape.

We are moving forward with what has been charastdras the St. Paul
Mission House. In the weeks and months and yeaadave will use

this place to forward the mission of St. Paul azatch out to the
community. Folks from the Property Committee leddan Grooms are
already reviewing needs to improve access fronctiuech to the
mission house, provide appropriate security fortthibding, make our
parking lot more accessible by removing some otres on the borders
of the two properties that block our parking aeda,

As each of us think about how we can help with titatent and funding
regarding St. Paul, be sure to remember the impostaf both first mile
giving (taking care of day to day mission needstlgh the unified
budget) and second mile giving (investing in theeife by paying off the
new acquisition and looking to additional improvertsethrough the
Capital Expansion Fund). Fred Hartwig and othesmfthe Stewardship
Committee, working with Keith Mundy from the ELC#jll be leading
congregational efforts to insure that we are stiorigpth first and
second mile giving so the mission of St. Paul ramt today and
tomorrow.

May God bless and guide our teamwork and endeavadts service.

Chuck Nelson
Congregational President



Financial Report

for June 2008

Over/Under
Budget
6/30/08 Year-to-Date  Year-to-Date

Budgeted Income $15,241.58 $76,156.14 $7,421.16
Budgeted Expenses $8,211.27 $79,951.85 ($4,708.91)

Difference $ 7,030.31 $ (3,795.71)

June was a great month for both income andresgs. We need
$13,743.06 each month to meet the out of balandgdiwe have in
place. This month you gave $15,241.58 to the bualge you only
spent $8,211.27. (Now remember a little over $4.00@h Payroll
expenses were paid in May because June 1st wasrmay but even
taking payroll into account, we were able pay affat $3,000.00 of
the deficit we have incurred so far this year.)al¥®-date income is
111% of expected budget. Expenses went from 10194%6 of
budget. Let's keep up the great work during therserh

(

Sunday School will begin on
September 7, 2008
with Rally Day at Lake Lansing Park.

Worship will be at 9:30 AM
followed by a potluck picnic, and fun and games.

Regular Sunday School classes begin September 14"
(9:45-10:45 AM) and classes are available for ages three
through high school. Join us for a fun-filled year of songs,

Bible stories, crafts, and service projects.
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SUMMER CALENDAR
SENIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP
9-12 GRADES

Youth Advisors: Mike Feldpausch, Megan Nyquist, ad
Lynne Fortune

Fri, August ' Fellowship Event: Bowling Tournament “Part 1” at
Holiday Lanes, 8 pm — 10 pm. Meet in church
parking lot for carpool.

Fri, August 25 Fellowship Event: Bowling Tournament “Part 2” at
Holiday Lanes, 8 pm — 10 pm. Meet in church
parking lot for carpool.




ACTION FOR LSSM COLLECTION
FOR AUGUST IS SCHOOL SUPPLIES.

Items needed include: backpacks, pens, pencils,
markers, erasers, scissors, notebooks/paper, spiral
notebooks, rulers, small dictionaries and calculators.

All items collected go to the
Lutheran Social Services Foster Care Program.

Please place items in the blue bin under the ledge in the narthex.
If you have any questions contact Betty Velat or Julie Anderson.

Don't throw those ink jet cartridges away!

Bring them in and we will recycle them for you.
The proceeds from this program go to support
programs at Lutheran Social Services Ministries.
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In the Dog Days of August, the quilt groups continue
to thrive working on special projects. Join the Crazy
Quilters on the second Monday of the month at 7
p.m. to help and have fun. If you can sew a straight
line, you can make a quilt.

| would like to share the following prayer. Itis on a
card we sent to one of our sons.

Our Prayer for You:

Our prayer for you is that God

will use all things in your life

and work them together for good -
that tough times will

build your character...

that good times will

keep you grateful...

that testing times will

strengthen your faith...

that prosperous times

will enrich your giving...

that through all the times of life you
will continue to grow into the man
God desires you to be.

We know that all things work together for good for those who love God,
who are called according to his purpose. Romans 8:28 NRSV

Continue to pray for those who need God's healing, comfort and peace in
their lives. Prayer quilts are available. Betty Wilson
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We are beginning to explore the possibility of expanding our Love
Cupboard to a Food Pantry and Personal Needs Closet. If you
are interested in finding out how St. Paul can help to provide
those in our community with food and personal needs items,
please contact me in the office @ 351-8541, @ home 332-5816
or by email: officemanager@stpaul.el.org  ~Julie
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Bittersweet Thankfulness

And we know that in all things God works for thedof those who love him,
who have been called according to his purpgRemans 8:28)

Sometimes it's easy to be joyful and sad at thessiamme.

In the last six years, I've had the opportunityearn about stewardship and | did
it by becoming a part of a family at St. Paul LuiveChurch. Although | was
baptized and confirmed in the Lutheran Churchasmt until | joined St. Paul

in 2002 that | learned that stewardship is synonysnaith thankfulness. When |
was “invited” to join the Stewardship Committee bdlten (everyone at St. Paul
is “invited” to do something fairly quickly), it véaa rough period for the
congregation financially. Based on my previousegignce with Stewardship, |
was under the impression that | would be raisingeydor St. Paul to keep the
lights on. It was a slow process, but with theptaflmy St. Paul family and a
gifted Pastor, | learned that real stewardshipmething that grows from an
immeasurable sense of thankfulness for the gifid &s already provided.
Romans 8:28 reminds us that God works for the gdadl that love him. He
worked to give me a family far from home, He workedjive St. Paul an
amazing husband and wife team to help lead andrenpe congregation, and
He worked to assuage our fears about growing ourrcbh These are all gifts
and | am thankful.

As a result of my thankfulness, | have been insbicetalk a lot about a
philosophy of abundance. (If you'll recall, Jimiyffet more succinctly called
this an “Attitude of Gratitude.”) Right now, it@es easier than ever to be a
little apprehensive about the future, and | domét jsay that because | am
nervous about the next phase of life for me andamyly. (I am.) But this
congregation has instilled in me a sense of traéitgde for the abundance of
gifts we already have. And even in these diffi¢tes economically, it is
amazing to see this congregation is looking tovihedsky with wide-eyed
optimism. Don’t get me wrong, we're still Luthesrbut it seems to me that the
charisma to live our mission —

To love and worship God
To love and serve one another,
and to learn and share God'’s word.

— is as strong right now as we could ever hope Ye are stewards of our
congregation, of our community, and our worldsdems to me that St. Paul is a
congregation that is truly reaching out to be atary in the city.



So it's easy to joyful and sad at the same tim&egising all this growth while
walking out the door. Thank you to the Steward§réam for all of the work
(and fun). Anne, Hannah and | would also likeltank everyone in the
congregation for their support and kindness overdst six years. We will
dearly miss you, but will always remain excited tioe life and work of the
congregation.

David Szymanski
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GREEN TEAM MESSAGE — 2008, August

gt. Paul's You can support earth stewardship when you buy from
Earthkeeping Ministry Fair Trade certified coffee producers. To be et
farmers follow stringent procedures and steps to
improve the environment, including regulation oéofical and pesticides,
careful waste management practices that proteerslads, and protection of
virgin forests by prohibiting deforestation and em@ging shade-growing
techniques.

By purchasing Fair Trade coffee, you also suppaffee farmers by helping to
provide a decent income. Fair Trade offers farmegsaranteed minimum price
for their products, eliminating the need for oveoguction and environmental
damage, and allowing them to reinvest in their feesiiand farms. For example,
a Nicaraguan coffee farmer using traditional graimethods can currently
receive $153 per hundredweight, but prices areablestand farmers often do not
have direct access to markets. By converting gamic in partnership with
Lutheran World Relief, that same farmer will draatiy increase the

productivity of her land and the quality of her groThe organic Fair Trade
beans are worth at least $183 per hundredweightsiet.

When you order coffee through St. Paul’'s Coffeeupran the LWR Equal
Exchange program, you get Fair Trade certifiedemtt wholesale prices, and
we pay no shipping if we order at least 4 casdsaffs each) at a time. It's a
win-win way to go.

(Source — LWR'’s newsletter, Bair Trade and Environmeht

The Green Team would love to hear from you.
Contact Lindsay Cramer, Susan Kendall, or Barb Paff.
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03  James Fortune 16  Alison Claucherty
Heather Hart 17  Dee Hartwig

05 Brenda Howser 18 Marge Pratt

07 Nicholas Stratton 19  Katrina Kitts
Kai Bertilrud 21  Holly Kitts

08  Scott Ray 22  PatKeller

09 Lois Lund 25  Johnathon Singer

10 Bev Johnson Kaitlyn Hynes

Peary Pearson

08 Herbert & Sharon Brehmer

10 Jim & Pat Cramer

11 Marissa Cruz & Gabriel Hausbeck
13 Craig & Julie Anderson

21 Bob & Anne Smith

Please note: If your birthday or anniversary is NOT listed and it should
be, it is because we do not have it on file. If you would like to have your
day recognized in the future, please let the office know.
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AUGUST READINGS

Isaiah 55:1-5
Romans 9:1-5
Matthew 14:13-21

1 Kings 19:9-18
Romans 10:5-15
Matthew 14:22-33

Isaiah 56:1, 6-8
Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32
Matthew 15:[10-20] 21-28

Isaiah 51:1-6
Romans 12:1-8
Matthew 16:13-20

Jeremiah 15:15-21
Romans 12:9-21
Matthew 16:21-28
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