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It has been a long process, getting to this point in our negotiation about the 
property west of the church. We have the opportunity to acquire it now, as it 
became suddenly available when the current renters left. In this newsletter are 
two letters, from Council Chairman Chuck Nelson and from Fred Hartwig, 
helping to explain the purchase process and how we plan to fund it. I hope you 
will read them both and come to vote at the congregational meeting July 13th, 
10:45AM.  I ask the Lord to continue guiding us in this process. 

In meeting with us, Keith Mundy described how our regular giving to the Lord 
and His church (weekly offerings and Simply Giving) are what he calls First 
Mile Giving. This pays the regular bills, staff wages, electricity, heat, lights, etc. 
However, when we embark on a special project like the Saint Paul Mission 
House, i.e. the property next door, we are looking at a different type of giving. 
Keith calls it Second Mile Giving, referring to Jesus’ instruction: “When 
someone commands you to go with them for a mile, go also the second mile,” 
(Matthew 5:38-42). This was during the Roman army's occupation of the land, 
and any Roman soldier could command a civilian to carry his equipment for one 
mile. Jesus tells his followers to go the second mile, that is, go beyond what is 
required of you, not because he was in favor of Roman occupation, but because 
as Jesus' followers we will go the extra distance to see God's will be done. 

First Mile Giving keeps things going. When you belong to an organization or 
receive some benefit from it, you give to support its operation. Second Mile 
Giving is different: it goes beyond what is expected. Only as we hear our Lord's 
wishes will we do this. When Christ told his disciples to go that second mile, he 
was telling them that following him would not be easy. Second Mile Giving 
might cause us to feel the pinch. Not everybody will be able to do this in terms 
of financial gifts to the project, but many will. Some are giving all they are able 
right now. But others of us need to consider the possible size of the gift we could 
make.  

Barb and I have been struggling with this. Recently we decided to increase our 
pledge for First Mile Giving this year, to about 16% of our combined gross 
income, to help keep the regular mission of the congregation on track. This is a 
stretch for us, but we believe it is important.  Then, when it comes to the Second 



Mile, supporting the St. Paul Mission House purchase, we are looking at cashing 
in a life insurance policy with a cash value of around $7,000.  I'm not suggesting 
you should do such a thing, but suggesting you look at assets that might be a way 
of helping reach St. Paul’s goal on this project. That goal is $100,000. 

I don't normally talk this plainly about money, but if we are to succeed with this 
project, I need to do so. And this is not really about money, but about our 
commitment and our discipleship in following our Lord Jesus Christ. Each of us 
follows Him in different ways with different gifts. Money is one. May we offer it 
to his glory and to his purpose in his Kingdom. 
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A Reflection on the Rummage Sale 
 

The Rummage Sale was held June 20-21 and $276.00 was raised to support the 
unified fund.  The St. Paul Rummage Sale has grown into much more than a 
fundraiser for any specific purpose – in fact, the money we make is just a fringe 
benefit.  The Rummage Sale has truly grown into an outreach to our community. 
We offer low prices and have many folks through the doors that would only be 
able to afford the luxury of real soccer shoes a “cool” back pack for 25 cents.  
Every year we have an elderly couple who buy bedding and utensils for refugees. 
This year only the elderly man came in – we hope his wife is okay.  For the last 
two years we have had an MSU graduate student from Nigeria come in to buy 
toys for his family who visits every summer from Nigeria.  Last year he bought 
bikes for his nephew and his nephew’s Mom – neither of who had ever ridden a 
bike before.  We have a couple who come in and buy all of our baskets that they 
then donate to their own church for a fundraiser they have at Christmas time.  
This year we had a Chinese woman come in to buy clothes for 25 refugee women 
whom she cares for.  We have many people give us extra money, we have many 
bring us things to sell, we have many repeat customers, and all leave with smiles 
on their faces having enjoyed their bargains.  We hope someday to see some of 
our rummage sale customers in the pews on Sunday mornings!!   
 

Donna Grooms 
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From the President 
 
Dear St. Paul Congregation Members: 
 
Per your direction at the Special Congregational meeting on May 18, 2008 the 
Council, acting through the Finance Committee and others, has followed up with 
actions to acquire the adjacent property to the west (approximately 1 acre of 
developable land, house and garage). Our opportunities look very positive for 
this acquisition. We currently have money in our Thrivent Account for an 
approximately 25% down payment and commitments for another 25% or so of 
the likely costs from an anonymous donor. This donor money will come in a 7 
year stream, with 1/7 each year. In addition, the sale of the property behind the 
church and the sustainable timber sales on the Bremer’s Grove property are 
likely to yield another 10-15% of the total purchase price. The money from these 
sources will be available in 2009-10. This leaves us with approximately 35-40% 
of the purchase price for which we need to gain commitments from congregation 
members and friends. We hope to gain these commitments within the next two 
months. 
 
I have called a Special Congregational Meeting for Sunday July 13, 2008 at 
10:45 AM to:  

1. Vote on a specific offer for the property to the west  
2. To review our funding situation for this endeavor  
3. To discuss how to maintain and strengthen our mission during this 
process.  

 
The approach for acquisition is a fixed rate mortgage. This is to provide us with 
ownership, financial certainty regarding payments and the flexibility to pay 
ahead while not threatening the mission of the church. It would allow us to pay 
against principal and reduce total interest costs when major parts of the funding 
package for the acquisition come into our hands (e.g. money from sale of 
wetlands south of the church) without penalty, yet not saddle us with unrealistic 
monthly payments during a typical month. The goal is to pay the mortgage off in 
5 years or less, but to take into account potential contingencies that may not 
allow that aggressive schedule.  
 
On Wednesday June 11, fourteen church members met with Keith Mundy from 
the ELCA to discuss how to expand our physical plant while strengthening 
ministry. One point he emphasized is that capital expansion is an opportunity to 
give from major assets, as it is a long-term investment. It should not take away 
from the daily needs of ministry that we fund on a regular basis from our 
offerings to the unified budget. Rather, capital improvement should provide 



additional opportunities for ministry. We will be working with Keith over the 
next five months as we develop our operating budget for 2009 and, pending the 
outcome of the vote on July 13, engage in an important capital improvement.  
 
I look forward to seeing all of you on July 13 at the Special Congregational 
Meeting.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 

Chuck Nelson, Congregational President 
 

 
Council Notes June 2008 
  
Matthew Pfaendtner will be baptized and receive First Communion on 
Sunday, Jun. 22. His mother Mieka Weissert will also join St. Paul on 
that day. 
 
The current Building Expansion fund will be renamed the Capital fund 
in order to provide clearer delineation between it and the Building 
fund, which is used for maintenance of existing property. The Capital 
fund will contain money used for the acquisition of new property. 
 
Council approved donating St. Paul's old communion ware to a mission 
church. This coincides with the dedication of the new communion ware 
set for Sunday, Jun. 22. An attempt will be made to donate the older 
set within the Capital Area Conference, otherwise it will be given to 
a congregation elsewhere in the Synod. 
 
There will be a winter clothing and coat drive in July. Donations will 
be given to LSSM foster care program and appropriate Christian 
Services programs. 
 
Keith Mundy will be back at St. Paul on Aug. 18 to meet with the 
congregation. He will discuss the 2008 response method as well as how 
to go about fundraising for the upcoming capital campaign. 
 
Fred Hartwig presented to the congregation regarding an upcoming 
capital campaign for the purchase of the property next to St. Paul. He 
shared his thoughts and ideas about the effort to gather input from 
everyone in the congregation to create a financial plan for the 
proposed purchase. A sub-committee of finance will be formed to take 
on this task. 



The unified budget fund received $12,282.45 income during May. Unified 
giving through May is $60,914.56. Of the 40 giving units that pledge, 
4 are at their pledged amount, 23 are over their pledged amount 
(+$4899.00), and 13 are under their pledged amount (-$2892.00). The 
net difference through May is $2007.00 over the amount pledged. Total 
giving for the month of May was $13,504.77. Total giving through May 
is $72,111.75. May was a great month for income. Having an extra 
payroll in May led to an extra $4400.00 in expenses. We have, however, 
another $654.51 in expenses over income for the year. 
 

-Submitted by Blake Nyquist, Secretary 
 

 
Let's Celebrate the Paying Off of the Roof Fund 

 
Congratulations St Paul, we have repaid all of the 

money we borrowed from ourselves to pay for the 
replacement roof on the church!!  We repaid $22,954.04 
of the total cost. (See table at end of this article.)  

There is no reason to repay the money from the 
undesignated memorials since the families or survivors have not 
communicated their wishes as to how to use that memorial money, so 
using it for the roof makes sense.   

It was hoped that some of the money taken from the Building 
Maintenance Fund would be paid back, but again maintaining the roof is 
a legitimate use for that money.  

So if no one ever gives any more money to the Roof Fund, it 
would be alright.  If people continue to contribute to the Roof Fund, we 
will put the money into the Building Maintenance Fund not into the 
Thrivent Investment account. 

Thank you to all who gave to the roof fund since September of 
2005!! 

 
Total Paid to Repair Roof  $ 31,490.00  
Repaid  $ 22,954.04  
Received in May  $      430.00  

Still Owed  $   8,105.96  
  
From Undesignated Memorials  $   2,160.00  
From Building Fund  $   6,000.00  
   

  $      (54.04) 
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Over/Under
Budget

5/31/08 Year-to-Date Year-to-Date

Budgeted Income $12,282.45 $60,914.56 $3,635.41
Budgeted Expenses $17,610.57 $71,740.58 $822.88

Difference (5,328.12)$    (10,826.02)$   

Roof Replacement Loan
Total Paid 31,490.00$    
Repaid 22,954.04$   
Received this month $430.00

Still Owed $8,105.96

Financial Report
for May 2008

May was a great month for income!! May expenses look horrible, until 
you realize that June 1st was on a Sunday so we had three payrolls in 
May. That is an extra $4,400.00 in expenses. We have, however, another 
$654.51 in expenses over income for the year.

This month we have repaid all of the money that we borrowed from our 
Thrivent account to pay for the roof replacement. The account says we 
still owe $8,105.96, but $8,160.00 of the original money came from the 
building maintenance fund and undesignated memorials and was given by 
Council to pay for the roof. It would be nice to continue to put money 
into the Thrivent account each month, but the “loan” from ourselves to 
repair the roof is repaid. Congratulations St. Paul, we did it!!

The For Rent sign on the house next door means we need to make some 
exciting decisions in the next 30 days. Read more information about this 
in articles other places in this newsletter. Let’s seek God’s will and move 
forward in faith to do God’s work in the world.
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CALENDAR 
9th-12th GRADE YOUTH GROUP 

 

Youth Advisors:  Mike Feldpausch, Megan Nyquist, and Lynne Fortune 
 
 
Sun, July 6th   Youth Group Planning Meeting 6 – 8 pm. We’ll be 

discussing the camping trip, and activities for the fall. 
Bring a snack to pass! 

 
Sat, July 26th  Service Event: Youth Group Car Wash, 1 – 4 pm, St. 

Paul Lutheran Church. Proceeds will be donated to 
the Capital Fund. 

 
 

__________________________________________________________ 
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If you use a Meijer credit card, cash or a 
debit card to make purchases at Meijer, 
please consider participating in the Meijer 
Community Rewards Program.  Although 
there have been some major changes to 

the program, we still benefit.   You can register at 1-800-962-7011.  Our 
code is 606113.  Thank you to those of you who already participate.  



  

 
 
 

 
 

COMING THIS SUMMER 
TO ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

JULY 21 – JULY 24   6:30-8:00PM 
ESPECIALLY FOR AGES 3-10 
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LSSM COLLECTION FOR JULY 
 

The foster care program at Lutheran Social Services is in 
need of boys and girls underpants in any size. Please place 

them in the blue bin in the coat area. If you have any 
questions please contact Betty Velat or Julie Anderson. 

 

�
 

LSSM ACTION  
(Lutheran Social Services Ministries) 

 

The poor and needy are always with us, so LSSM ACTION goes on and 
on, summer or winter.  If weather gives us trouble we just move to the 
next week for our service day.  All workers are welcome.  It will be 
a bring your own brown bag lunch.   
 

Our service day for July is the 17th, but that is CHRISTMAS IN JULY 
DAY.  This is a day to make crafts for the craft sale and work on details 
of the craft sale day.  
 

We will have our regular service day the following week on the 24th. 
  

Betty Velat 
 

 
 
I'll be placing another fair-trade coffee order right after July 4th.  Let me 
know by the 4th if you want to order coffee.  We recently received a 

notice that the coffee prices have been raised an average of 
45 cents per pound, but it is still quite reasonable, because 
we pay wholesale prices (and we don't pay shipping if we 
order 4 cases or more).  Barb Paff, 664-1264�
 

 

 

 

Don't throw those ink jet cartridges away!    
Bring them in and we will recycle them for you.  
The proceeds from this program go to support  
programs at Lutheran Social Services Ministries. 
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The build is behind schedule. 
Please consider volunteering!  

 
The home is being built on Ballard Street in North Lansing between 

Cedar and High Street, south of Lake Lansing Road. 
 

Building takes place Thursdays 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.  
and Fridays and Saturdays 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

 

You can now attend your new volunteer orientation and register online. 
The address to the website is www.habitatlansing.org  

 

You can sign up for work dates on line, on the sign-up sheet in the 
narthex, or you can contact Jane Braatz at jsbraatz@comcast.net  

or 517-699-1864 
 

There is a legislative date scheduled for Friday, J uly 11.   
State Legislators, Joan Bauer, Mark Meadows and Gretchen Whitmer 
plan to work on the site that day. Media has been invited to cover this 

workday with legislators. 
 

A family day will be planned for landscaping.  
Children under the age of 14 will be allowed on site  

to help with landscaping. 

�

�

This year we will be providing lunch for the workers at the Habitat for 
Humanity Thrivent build on Saturday, July 26th.  We will need help with 
food or money contributions.  We will also need people to help serve, as 

there are many workers to serve in a short amount of time.  Please  
contact Pat Reynolds (home phone: 669-5518) or Kathy Klingensmith 

(home phone: 339-1570) about helping with the lunch. 
 

Please see the display in the narthex for information  
on other ways you can assist with the build or contact  

Julie Anderson (email:  andersonhouse@tds.net,  
H: 332-5816, W: 351-8541) or Elizabeth Witt (email:  

witthouse@aol.com, H: 517-651-6949). 
�

 
 



 
 

Quilting is summer fun.    
 
Come out on July 14th to join in the fun.   Share your 
experiences and learn new techniques.  We will be 
working on the Wonderful 1 Fabric quilt that is being 
made for the 2009 Dessert and Talent Evening 
auction.....Be ready to bid on this beautiful quilt!!�

  
We unanimously decided that we enjoy working on group projects.  Our 
group will make the 2009 graduation quilts.  We have a source to obtain 
the fabric.  Please donate funds to the Prayer Quilt account.  This will 
enable us to continue with this successful mission at St. Pauls.   
  
Show and Tell in June was exciting and encouraging.  Marilyn brought 
the Leelanau County Nature Conservancy newsletter with a photo of her 
with a wall hanging she made.  Marilyn is a true quilt artist.   You are able 
to see two quilts made for their August auction on this web site: 
theconservancy.com.  Click on Mario Batali's photo (reddish haired 
gentleman), then click on Home and Garden.  The first two items are 
Marilyn's creation to The Conservancy--a most generous gift from 
Marilyn.   You may bid on these quilts, too.    
  
Betty brought the graduation quilts for Beth Leow, Eric Leow and Morgan 
Gray.  Toot Barnard and Rosie LaRose helped to create these quilts.  We 
continue to make birthday blocks for each member - these have a 
challenge:  colors in the block coordinate with the member's initials!   We 
are coming up with unique blocks.   
  
Friendship Star group is making the award ribbons for the Capitol City 
Quilt Guild show in April, 2009.  A four inch quilt block is being made to 
coordinate with the award ribbon color.  Baby quilts are being made for 
the show auction; this has been an enjoyable project. 
  
Continue to pray for the prayer quilt recipients who are in need of 
comfort, healing and strength.  Please let Pastor Rich, Julie, Betty Wilson 
or any quilt member know if someone needs a prayer quilt--there are 
quilts available. 
  
Betty Wilson 
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Open the Floodgates 
 

Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Will he not first sit down and 
estimate the cost to see if he has enough money to complete it? Luke 14:28 
 

The passage was written in a time when apparently it was customary to save up 
the cost of a big expenditure before starting the project.  That is not the way 
things are normally done in 21st century America.  If we want to build a tower, 
we take out a loan to cover the cost of building it.  Then we pay back the loan, 
perhaps from money made renting or selling the new tower.  We trust as we 
build that we will have the income to pay the loan. 
 

Wouldn’t it be nice to buy a house without a mortgage or a brand new car 
without an auto loan?  But we live in a society where that is just not possible for 
most people.  And yet most manage to buy a house.  We can do so because credit 
has become a normal part of our economic functioning.  This is not in itself a 
bad thing.  How many of us would be able to live in our own home or drive a 
reliable vehicle if it were not for credit?  So long as we manage credit wisely, it 
is a blessing.   
 

Most churches in America carry a mortgage, at least for some portion of their 
history.  Most churches also pay off their mortgages in much less time than the 
average homeowner pays off the home loan.  God provides.  Especially when the 
property purchased or the building constructed is used in His service. 
 

The people of St. Paul will soon decide whether or not to buy the property next 
door.  We have had opportunities to buy this property before—at a much lower 
price.  We passed up those opportunities.  I was not yet attending St. Paul then, 
and I do not know whether the decision was made on the basis of a healthy 
wisdom or an unhealthy fear.  But I hope the decision this time will not be based 
on the fear of taking out a loan.  This kind of borrowing is a normal part of our 
economic culture.  Yes, we must sit down and estimate the cost.  But if we wait 
until we can pay for it without credit, that property may be lost to us forever—
along with the opportunity to expand our facilities and our mission.  Good 
stewardship doesn’t mean avoiding the use of credit; it means accepting credit as 
one of God’s blessings, and using it wisely. 
 

When God promises to bless us, He doesn’t dole out the blessings a drop at a 
time.  “Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse , that there may be food in my 
house. Test me in this," says the LORD Almighty, "and see if I will not throw 
open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not 
have room enough for it.”  Malachi 3:10.  He opens the floodgates.  I think He 
can handle a mortgage. 
 

Elizabeth Witt 



St. Paul Lutheran Church 
Planning for Our Future 

 
It is important that the Stewardship Committee keep 
its focus on the business of the church. Our 

commitment to the Annual Budget must be our first priority. As we move forward 
with the purchase of the property next door, each, and every family will have to 
make some very tough decisions about their ability to commit additional gifts of 
time and money to the ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
The Stewardship Committee is working now on its organizational plan to reach 
the goals needed to support next years Budget, which will happen on 
COMMITMENT SUNDAY, October 19. At the same time the Finance Committee 
is planning a more realistic and responsible approach to the Budget. Both 
committees have a good track record and are moving forward to reach their 
goals.  
 
This brings us to the all-important question everyone has been wondering about. 
When we make the decision to purchase the property next door, at our 
upcoming Congregational Meeting, how are we going to make the payments and 
how are we going to pay for additional utilities and how much will it cost to 
improve the building.  Craig Anderson and Fred Hartwig Jr. have volunteered to 
organize Cottage Meetings at St. Paul, for the purpose of: answering all 
questions the members may have concerning the property next door; explaining 
how the financing will be handled; and asking every member to commit, large or 
small, to help pay for those costs. They will also be willing to meet with any 
member and/or family in the privacy of their own home.  
 
Buck Kuisel is working diligently with the property owner next door. Buck has 
also decided to donate his Broker fees, thanks Buck, this should help sweeten 
the Sale.  
 
The financing packages are coming together quite nicely, one member of St. 
Paul has already committed to $70,000.00. We don't have all of the figures yet, 
but we anticipate needing another $120,000.00--Craig and Fred will be working 
on this when they meet with the members in small groups.  
 
Dan Grooms' leadership of the Property Committee when they brought the 
members of our church together to design a vision of what we want St. Paul to 
be is greatly appreciated. Pastor Moe has a dream of how St. Paul can move 
forward to help those that need to find out about our loving Christ. Vision and 
dreams are what Jesus was about, and our growth will allow this to happen. All 
of you have said what you want for our Church, now is the time to get busy.  
 
More to come. 
 
Fred Hartwig Jr. 

 



 
 

"Unless someone like you cares a whole awful lot,�
it's not going to get any better.  It's not." Dr. Seuss 

 
 

 
July Special Recycling Events 

 
 

July 19th 
9am -- 12pm 

Green glass and clothing recycling  
at the north end of the Meridian Mall parking lot. 
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                                                                   The Green Team would love to hear from you. 

                             Contact Lindsay Cramer, Susan Kendall, Barb Paff or Dave Szymanski. 
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Please note:  If your birthday or anniversary is NOT listed and it should be, it is 
because we do not have it on file.  If you would like to have your day recognized 
in the future, please let the office know.        
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St. Paul Lutheran Church 
GARDEN CLUB 

 
“The purpose of the St. Paul Garden Club is to main tain the church 
grounds. We want St. Paul Lutheran Church to be att ractive and 
inviting to all who stop in or drive by.  We believ e it is important to 
present a welcoming appearance.” 

 
HELP NEEDED 

Planting bulbs in the Fall and annual plants in the  Spring. Continue 
a year round maintenance of weeding and watering. 

 
Monetary donations are always appreciated. 

 
 
THOSE INTERESTED IN SERVING ST. PAUL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH IN THESE WAYS, PLEASE 
CONTACT CHAR SMITH AT 517-339-8784. ����
����
����
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Summer Women's Retreat 
 
ULC, St. Paul Lutheran, and Faith Lutheran 
Church are planning a wonderful opportunity for 
women this summer.  It is a one-day retreat.  
Come to the Waters, a three-session Bible study, 
was written by Rev. Karen Bockelman, Assistant to 

the Bishop in the Northeastern Minnesota Synod of the ELCA.  These 
three Bible studies will guide readers through the rich images and 
meanings of baptism and how that sacrament shapes our lives and 
vocations.  Come to the Waters is an invitation to "walk wet" - to 
remember, affirm, and celebrate baptism throughout life.  These sessions 
will look at the waters of baptism through the lenses of Scripture, 
Lutheran tradition, and personal experience, as well as the call to act 
boldly in and for justice.  Kay Meints, of St. Paul Lutheran, will be the lead 
presenter at this retreat.  This one-day retreat will be held at ULC in the 
Fireside Room and Meditation Garden on August 4, 2008 from 9:30 a.m.-
1:30 p.m.  Lunch will be served.  There is no charge for attending.  This is 
a wonderful opportunity to learn and grow.  Plan to be spiritually 
refreshed and inspired in God's Word.  Plan to enjoy rich fellowship with 
each other.  Plan to have a wonderful day!  All women are welcome.  
Please call or email Terrie Reinoehl (ULC) if you are attending.  Email:  
reinoeh2@msu.edu.  Phone:  517-669-5486.  Or contact Julie Anderson 
at St. Paul.  Email:  officemanager@stpaul-el.org.    
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