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This past weekend was an exciting one for us here at St. Paul's. The 
congregation authorized the Church Council to pursue the acquisition of the 
property to the west of the church.  They also chose not to change the budget that 
was established at the 2007 Congregational meeting.  That means we will need 
to continue to lift up the Unified Budget as our tool to carry out our ministry in 
this place, in our community, and throughout the world.  At that meeting we 
chose to continue to support our Benevolence offering to the Synod and 
Churchwide at 7% of our budget.  These monies help pay for staff and programs 
of our church here in Michigan, through out the United States, and the world. 
 
There are 4.8 million of us in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.  In 
our synod there are 130 congregations who work together to share the message 
of Jesus Christ.  I hope we will continue to reach out to those who do not know 
of his love for them. 
 
We have a couple of enjoyable events this month that I hope you will be able to 
attend.  The first is on Sunday, June 15th  the Father's Day Fish Fry for the Radio 
Ministry beginning at 11:00 a.m.  Chuck and Rodger have lots of fish and will 
prepare it to satisfy your taste buds and hunger.  The Radio Ministry has 
depleted its funds at this point in the year.  Even though it is still in the budget, it 
will help greatly to support it in this enjoyable way.  So they know how much 
fish to prepare, please sign-up on the sheet in the narthex.  Invite Dad to come 
and have a fine fish dinner. 
 
On Sunday, June 22nd we will host our annual picnic with Shaarey Zedek 
beginning at 5:30 p.m.  The beverages, burgers, and hot dogs will be furnished 
but we will provide the side dishes and desserts so please sign-up on the sheet in 
the narthex.    I also still need grillers and grills.  Please let me know if you are 
willing to do this.  For the program following will be a Whatever You Want to 
Ask a Rabbi or Pastor and Were Afraid to Ask.  Rabbi Amy Bigman and I will 
give it our best shot at answering your questions.  She is a very bright and 
congenial member of our clergy group here in East Lansing.  She comes from the 
suburban Detroit area originally and has also worked in the Saint Louis, MO 
area.  It think it will be both fund and informative. 



 
On Sunday, June 29th, Anna Kortemeyer, Director of the International 
Friendship House and a foreign guest will be here at the worship Service at 9:30 
a.m. and will join us for a presentation after worship.  Don't forget that we 
continue to have Worship at 9:30 a.m. Sundays and 7:00 p.m. Wednesdays.  
Have a great summer and give thanks to God for the blessing of living in a 
beautiful vacation state. 
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St. Paul Annual Rummage Sale 

 
Friday, June 20, 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.  

&  
Saturday, June 21, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

 
We will start collecting items Sunday, June 15th. 

 
If you bring large items, such as exercise equipment, televisions, etc. please be 

prepared to pick them up at 3 p.m. Saturday June 21st if they have not sold. 
 

Any items that are dirty, torn, etc. we will either throw out or place outside for 
“free”. 

 
This year council has approved that all proceeds from the Rummage Sale will go 
to the unified budget to help with the extra costs incurred by our cold and snowy 

winter. 
 

If you can help out during the week of June 15th with set-up or selling please 
contact Donna Grooms or Lynne Fortune.����
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President’s Notes June 2008 
 
On behalf of the Council, I want to thank each and every one of you who took 
the time to participate in the Special Congregational Meeting of May 18, 2008. I 
believe we took some historic steps forward as a church to strengthening our 
ministry at our current address, providing the base for growth and enhancing the 
stewardship of our natural resources. It is important to note that the 
Congregation unanimously supported: 
 

1. Selling the southern half of our existing Lake Lansing Road property 
     to the City of East Lansing to expand White Park. 
2. Conducting two timber sales (hardwood and softwood) at Bremer’s   
    Grove in an environmentally responsible manner.  
3. Keeping the existing 2008 budget the same.  
4. Pursuing the acquisition of the property to the West of our current 
    Lake Lansing Road property.  
5. Dedicating available earnings from the original Wilgus estate per the  

discussion by Fred Hartwig (Endowment Committee Chair) to LSSM 
    at the end of 2008.  

 

Now, it is time to act on these motions. Each member is important as we move 
forward. Your talents, including time, money, expertise and faith are needed to 
strengthen our mission in the future.  
 
Chuck Nelson 
 
 

Council Notes May 2008 
  
The annual Synod Assembly will be held May 18-20. Pastor Rich will be 
attending along with Craig and Julie Anderson. 
 
St. Paul will host a picnic with Shaarey Zedek on June 22. We will need help 
with grilling hot dogs and hamburgers for the event. Following will be a question 
and answer session with Rabbi Amy Bigman, "Anything You Ever Wanted to 
Ask a Rabbi or Pastor." Judy Neiberg is helping to organize this event. 
 
Council approved a transfer to St. Paul for Jim and Barbara Cox. They will be 
transferring from All Saints Lutheran in Mason. 
 
Groups making use of the church building other than for a St. Paul function will 
now be asked to make a free will donation. Groups will only be asked to make a 
donation, not required. 

(Continued) 



A bonfire event in June at Bremer's Grove, along with an August camping trip 
were approved for the Youth Group. 
 
Vacation Bible School will be held July 21-24, from 6:30-8:00pm. 
 
Rally Day will be held Sep. 7 at the Lake Lansing South Pavilion. Church 
service will be held at the Pavilion on that day. 
 
The unified budget fund received $12,231.95 income during March.  Unified 
giving through April is  $48,632.11.Other giving included $2,034.35 in 
revolving funds ($392 for World Hunger, $15 altar flowers, $150 for Seminarian 
Support, and $1,477.35 in other revolving income).  The other revolving income 
included $382.00 for Covenant Players and $1,095.35 for the Altar Guild. Total 
giving for the month of April was $15,796.10.  Total giving through April is 
$52,606.98. April was a good month income wise, but expenses continue to be 
more than income.  We finished off paying for snow plowing ($4,311.75) and 
the part of the power bill that is over budget ($1,266.95). If we had not had those 
two expenses we would be only $190.87 in debt compared to 2008 income. 
 
 
Special Congregational Meeting Notes: May 18, 2008 
 
A motion was passed to sell the wetland portion of the St. Paul property to the 
City of East Lansing as an addition to White Park. Current talks with the city 
include an easement or purchase that could become a non-motorized pathway 
into White Park. Wendy Longpre from the City of East Lansing spoke about the 
park and their long-term plans for it. The city is looking at how to safely provide 
pedestrian access from the north side of Lake Lansing Road. 
 
A proposed timber sale for 69 hardwood trees and one for a currently unknown 
quantity of softwood trees (pines) was approved.  For the already proposed sale 
of the hardwoods, 10% of the sale value will be delivered at the time of signing a 
contract. The remaining 90% will be paid upon the day harvesting starts. There 
will also be a 10% bond to cover any expenses for additional clean-up that may 
need to be done after the harvesting is complete. 10% of all proceeds will go into 
the Bremer's Grove fund. 
 
No motion was made to adjust the 2008 operating budget. 
 
A motion was passed to approve acquiring the property to the west of St. Paul. 
Buck Kuisel has been handling negotiations with the owner of the property. The 
last known asking price was $245,000, but Buck will present some additional 
possibilities to the owner that could reduce the overall cost to the church.   
 

(Continued) 



Options for funding the purchase were presented by Kay Meints. Stewardship 
committee has also been thinking about options to raise funds for purchase of the 
property. They will bring options to the Council for further consideration. 
 
The congregation approved allowing the Endowment Committee to determine if 
monies are available from the Wilgus Fund to distribute. If there are any funds to 
distribute, they will go to LSSM. 
 
-Submitted by Blake Nyquist, Secretary 
__________________________________________________________ 

Over/Under
Budget

4/30/08 Year-to-Date Year-to-Date

Budgeted Income $12,231.95 $48,632.11 $2,808.79
Budgeted Expenses $14,831.76 $54,401.62 ($2,251.17)

Difference (2,599.81)$    (5,769.51)$     

Roof Replacement Loan
Total Paid 31,490.00$    
Repaid 22,829.04$   
Received this month $125.00

Still Owed $8,535.96

Financial Report
for April 2008

April's budgeted income year-to-date is 106% of budget.  Thank you very 
much!! Expenses continue to be more than income. However, if we 
realize that the snow plow bills ($4,311.75) and the part of the utility bills 
that are over budget ($1,266.95) constitute all of the deficit except 
$190.87, our budget problems can be put into perspective. Michigan had 
the snowiest winter on record. To go into crisis mode, cut almost all 
benevolence from the budget, drop the Radio Ministry and decide we can 
not add on or buy the house next door based on the fact we are not 
making budget right now is irresponsible. Yes, we have to pay the snow 
plowing and utility bills, but the fundamental financial health of the 
congregation remains healthy and we must carry out our mission or we 
have lost our reason to be in existence.
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CALENDAR 
9th-12th GRADE YOUTH GROUP 

 

Youth Advisors:  Mike Feldpausch, Megan Nyquist, and Lynne Fortune 
 
Fri, June 13th   Fellowship Event: Bonfire at Bremmer’s: An evening 

of games, fun and s’mores! 7 pm – 10 pm, weather 
permitting. 

 
Sat, July 26th  Service Event: Youth Group Car Wash, 1 – 4 pm, St. 

Paul Lutheran Church. Proceeds will be donated to 
the Building Expansion Fund. 

 
Fri-Sun,   Fellowship Event: Annual Youth Group Camping 
Aug 22nd – 24th   Trip. Details TBA. 
 

__________________________________________________________ 
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If you use a Meijer credit card, cash or a 
debit card to make purchases at Meijer, 
please consider participating in the Meijer 
Community Rewards Program.  Although 
there have been some major changes to 

the program, we still benefit.   You can register at 1-800-962-7011.  Our 
code is 606113.  Thank you to those of you who already participate.  



  

 
 
 

 
 

COMING THIS SUMMER 
TO ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

JULY 21 – JULY 24   6:30-8:00PM 
ESPECIALLY FOR AGES 3-10 
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LSSM COLLECTION FOR JUNE 
 

The foster care program at Lutheran Social Services is in 
need of shampoo. Please place bottles in the blue bin in 
the coat area. If you have any questions please contact  

Betty Velat or Julie Anderson. 

__________________________________________________________ 

�
 

On April 29th, the Crazy Quilters group and friends met 
at Toot Barnard's home to learn a new and fascinating 
technique.   Highly respected Lansing quilter and 
teacher, Dorothy Mills, instructed the technique which 
uses one fabric to create an entire quilt top.  This 
challenging process was developed by Kay Nichols, a 
Laingsburg resident and member of the Capitol City 

Quilt Guild.  Her book is "Wonderful 1 Fabric Quilts," published by the 
American Quilter's Society.  Look for our creation at the annual Talent 
and Dessert auction in 2009!   �
  
Prayer quilts continue to be available.  Contact Pastor Rich Moe, Julie 
Anderson, Betty Wilson or a member of Crazy Quilters group to make a 
referral.   
  
The following prayer message was written by Max Lucado for a 
November 1, 1996 calendar page: 
 

Never underestimate the ponderings of a Christian parent.  Never 
underestimate the power that comes when a parent pleads with God on 
behalf of a child.  Who knows how many prayers are being answered 
right now because of the faithful ponderings of a parent ten or twenty 
years ago?  God listens to thoughtful parents.   
 

Psalm 94:9  Can't the creator of ears hear?  Can't the maker of eyes 
see?   
  
Pray for our graduating students and their parents.  Continue to pray for 
recipients of prayer quilts who remain in need of healing, comforting and 
peace. 
 

Betty Wilson 
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Don't throw those ink jet cartridges away!    
Bring them in and we will recycle them for you.  
The proceeds from this program go to support  
programs at Lutheran Social Services Ministries. 
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WORRIED ABOUT THE INCREASE IN GAS PRICES? 
 
The following was written by Pastor Dave Davis of St. Luke Lutheran 
Church in Haslett, who kindly permitted me to share it with you.  – 
Elizabeth Witt 
 
The price of gas has gone up.  With it we are seeing and will see increases in 
food prices, especially with the diversion of corn from the food chain to the gas 
line.  With price increases in these two key areas, can other increases be far 
behind?  (I’m no economist, but even I understand how this works!) 
 
It doesn’t help that many, many people are already on the edge financially.  
Mortgage foreclosures run rampant.  Credit card debt crushes the future. 
 
What to do? 
  
Here’s how you can be set free from worry about money.  Here’s what you can 
do to get a financial sense of security that is recession proof, depression proof 
and even goof proof. 
 
I don’t bring this up lightly.  In fact the thing that has pushed me over the edge is 
a chance encounter I had with a fella who was a member of the congregation I 
served fourteen years ago.  Actually it was the second such encounter I have had 
in the last year or so of this nature.  Twice now, absolutely unsolicited, two 
different regular men with regular families came up to me and said that 
something I had encouraged them to do years ago changed their lives… for the 
better. 
 
What I had encouraged them to do and what can give you a lifetime of worry 
free fill-ups at the gas station is simple:  entrust yourself financially to God by 
giving him ten percent of all that he gives to you.  (Tithe) 
 
 
 



No fooling.  I cannot give you better spiritual, financial advice for troubled 
economic times than to grow into a tithe. 
 
Here’s the thing.  Tithing will make two differences in your life: 

·         It will break materialism and greed in your life.  You will be set 
free from wanting what others want.  The act of freely giving away 
money reduces the power that money itself has over you.  It is kicking 
the False God in the shin.  Contentment will follow. 

·         It will force you to trust God to be God in your life.   And he is up 
to the job! You cannot afford to live on less, especially not ten percent 
less.  You cannot make it doing such a non-rational thing.  But God 
can.  God is able.  God is able to do far more than we ask or imagine.  
And he has specifically invited us to trust him in this way.  He says in 
Malachi 3:10, “Test me in this and see.”  No fooling, there is a God 
in heaven who is better able to care for you than you can care for 
yourself.  He invites you to trust him.  But it does take a step of faith! 

 
Both of these men remembered me telling them: 

·         figure out what percentage of their income they were already giving, 
·         increase it by one percent of their total income, and then  
·         increase it another one percent every year thereafter until they were at 

a tithe. 
 
Friends, we have a God who is mightier than the price of oil.  We have a God 
who is better able to provide for us than the steepest corporate ladder.  We have 
a God who is able to make something out of nothing.  We have a God who has 
promised his children great things in the here and now and greater things in the 
hereafter. 
 
Do we believe him?  Let’s quit worrying like the unbelieving world and its 
commentators do.  Let’s not get caught up in all the hand wringing.  Our God is 
God.  He loves you.  As Paul said, “If God did not spare his own Son, but gave 
him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all 
things?”  (Romans 8:32)   
 
Feel free to keep trying the world’s solutions.  But 
when you are ready for peace at the pump, trust God’s 
way. 
 
 
Elizabeth Witt 
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“In summer, lawns account for 40 to 60 % of residential 
water usage, but using organic practices—selecting an 
appropriate grass species for your area, and applying 
compost—can mean using a lot less water.  Water early in 
the morning to prevent fungal disease and reduce 
evaporation loss… Deep, infrequent irrigation forces grass 

to send roots down into the soil to find moisture and makes it more drought-
tolerant.”   

                                                   --  Source: http://www.organicgardening.com 
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Altar Guild Bake Sale 

  
In April, the Altar Guild Bake Sale brought in $1,075.  In addition, 
a gift of $150 was provided by Thrivent to purchase new 
communion trays.  Thank you to all who contributed by purchasing 
goodies, gave of their time baking and donating items for sale, and 
for setting up and clean up for this event.   
  
In honor and glory to God, two trays were purchased as gifts given 
by Ethel Moore in memory of her parents: Frank and Beatrice 
Shearer, and by Cindy and Mark Martin in honor of First 
Communion classes.  Altar Guild is in need of approximately $200 
to purchase a lid for the trays.  If you would like to make a 
monetary gift, please mark your offering envelope or  
see Char Smith. 

 
 
 
 

                                                                   The Green Team would love to hear from you. 
                             Contact Lindsay Cramer, Susan Kendall, Barb Paff or Dave Szymanski. 



 
JUNE READINGS 
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Please note:  If your birthday or anniversary is NOT listed and it should be, it is 
because we do not have it on file.  If you would like to have your day recognized 
in the future, please let the office know.        
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St. Paul Lutheran Church 

GARDEN CLUB 
 
“The purpose of the St. Paul Garden Club is to main tain the church 
grounds. We want St. Paul Lutheran Church to be att ractive and 
inviting to all who stop in or drive by.  We believ e it is important to 
present a welcoming appearance.” 

 
HELP NEEDED 

Planting bulbs in the Fall and annual plants in the  Spring. Continue 
a year round maintenance of weeding and watering. 

 
Monetary donations are always appreciated. 

 
 
THOSE INTERESTED IN SERVING ST. PAUL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH IN THESE WAYS, PLEASE 
CONTACT CHAR SMITH AT 517-339-8784. ����
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