St. Paul Lutheran Church, East Lansing, Ml APRIL 2008

Hope you had a good Easter. It's hard to get ttlwusiastic about it
when its still chilly and winter-like outside. Wadh a family gathering at
Barb's mothers. It is good to be able to gather fasnily and share in
the good food and fellowship on such an occasiarad somewhat
concerned this Easter however in being away fronfamjly who are
now in Nebraska and Texas. My father, Arnold Moaswaving what
we thought might be heart related problems andgoae through the
heart monitor and other related tests. He seelie tining well now,
but we were all quite concerned for a while. My D& been a hale and
hardy fellow for all his life. A frustrated athlesince he had to work on
the farm when in school and couldn't participatéligh School

athletics. He always worked it since | can rementbdre both an active
sportsman with hunting and fishing when younger asitie aged he
shifted to tennis and golf for outdoor recreation.

A couple of weeks ago he was not feeling himselimsich so he didn't
feel it safe to drive even to church or the stecemy sister, Cindy, knew
there was something wrong, and the weekend bedsténé had several
episodes of light headedness when he got up. IMiasnwvorried and
after a more serious episode | called and askedeltaiSabrosky to put
Dad on the Prayer Chain. | thank all of you whoapart of it for your
prayers. | then called my brother, Eric, who ischeba prayer ministry
at his church and we prayed together. He led aldes@rything that |
was wanting to say. He is a more competent prdnger am |. And the
blessing of a supportive spouse who shares hemitvem she sees the
need. | guess what I'm getting at is that it iseagblessing to have
people who are willing to extend themselves wheiheiction or in
prayer when we are helpless. | feel pretty helpéssfar as my parents
are concerned with the great physical distance dmtwus. | have to
thank my dear sister and her husband for all tiae émd care they show
our parents. And what a difference | felt when bwable to ask for
prayer with Marlene and the Prayer Chain and tg wigh my brother.



As Christians we have the gift of being able td apbn God in every
time of need. Lneeddd call on God on behalf of my father. | couldlfee
it in my chest, that if | could not or did not prakis need would have
still been bunched up inside my chest and wouldhaee gone away.
But when | could share it with other caring indivads, the burden did
not sit there and continue to cause pressure aedmiort. This is one
of the advantages of being a believer in God. Mbshe time | don't
think of the gifts we are given, but this is onedil did. To be able to
call upon God in our time of need is important. Martin Luther said
about prayer in his explanation of the Second Conament on use of
the name of God: “We are to fear (respect) and (6od, so that we do
not curse, swear, practice magic, lie, or decesieguGod's name, but
use that very name in every time of need, to aalippay to, praise, and
give thanks to God.”

I thank God that we have been given this gift @fyer for our needs and
also for the needs of others. | also thank himyar my sisters and
brothers in Christ who help me in my times of neéddy | be there
when you need me too. And | hope spring yet comeséer our hearts
and spirits. Finally, it turned out not to be nayifer's heart, but a virus.
So we give thanks for that and prayer.




All Faiths, All Welcome, All Invited!

Nationadypof Prayer Service
May 1, 2008
7:00 p.m.
StuPhutheran Church

Join Christian Services and Youth for Unity forerening of prayer.
Fellowship and Refreshments following service.
For more information, contact Cindy Martin, ChrastiServices Board Member.
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Financial Report

for February 2008

Over/Under
Budget
2/28/08 Year-to-Date Year-to-Date

Budgeted Income $11,225.07  $21,718.63  ($1,193.03)
Budgeted Expenses $15,111.90  $30,006.03  ($4,820.99)
Difference $ (3,886.83) $ (8,287.40)

February started out being a very bad month, wathible weather on
Sundays keeping many people away from church. ligutast Sunday
of the month was better. We were over $8,000.0@bt dt the end «
February. March has started out a little bettet,ifcome needs to
increase and/or expenses need to decrease.

Roof Replacement Loan

Total Paid $ 31,490.00
Repaid $ 22,764.93
Received this month $35.00

Still Owed $8,690.07



President’s Notes by Chuck Nelson

For the next three Sundays: March 30, April 6 apdilA3 we will be holding
congregational conversations during the time betvesely and late services in
the sanctuary. We will discuss our expansion péantsprogress, our finances
both for the annual operations budget as well pgalamprovements and where
to go from here. These conversations are beingbeflate having a
congregational meeting on these subjects to prayigb®rtunity for you to hear
the situation in a forum where there are ample dppdies to ask questions,
receive feedback and consider multiple approach&sd being faced with an
up or down vote on a single option. They also ilMiktrate that our day to day
activities of worship and service are linked to ourrent finances and to our
potential financial obligations from a major capitaprovement.

In my excitement to get things going this comingelvé made two missteps.
First, | didn’t fully consider the importance oflis understanding the motions
and actions that are currently in force regardimgital improvements dating
back to 2005. Second, | realized that we have learrly brought the
congregation up to speed on the developments gfakel2 months.

Accordingly, for the first meeting on March 30 whilam making a work
presentation at a conference in NY, | am asking Gevoms, Buck Kuisel, Fred
Hartwig and others to provide an overview of whas brought us to this point
and to respond to your questions and comments.ifitlisdes a brief review of
the cottage meetings that told us that first amdrfeost we need additional
building space for education, fellowship and stetggecond, Buck will take the
lead in discussing our situation in regards toanmexation by the City of East
Lansing, the pros and cons of current and potergiabning, changes in our
understanding and that of our architect in regésdeandatory setbacks related
to wetlands and our options there, drainage ismlated to storm water flow
through our property both from our parking lot drake Lansing Road, a second
accessible entrance to the building that will bestaucted within the next few
weeks to provide a second safe way out of the imgjltbr all and other pertinent
issues.

At the April 6 meeting, | am asking Treasurer KagiMs to provide an update
on all the church’s accounts through March of 2008s includes where we are
in the current 2008 operations budget comparingesgs versus income and
projected needs for the rest of 2008. We will @lszuss how much we are
willing to fund in capital improvements without ngxing the mission of the
church in service and worship. Finally we will diss the importance of having
a significant down payment in hand before we boraoy money and of not
obligating our successors to long-term debt.

(Continued)



At the April 13 meeting, | am asking Fred Hartwitdeothers to discuss creative
ideas to provide the maximum “bang for the buck’aoiy capital improvement.
Based on the suggested costs of the projected sxypaper past Congregational
meeting minutes, we are looking at approximatel anillion dollar project as

it is currently constituted. However, by using axgbanding existing facilities
(e.g. bathrooms) rather than removing and buildinglly new, there are ways to
provide an outstanding facility, meet the needthefcongregation as identified
in the cottage meetings and significantly reducgtd-red has also worked to
find ways to involve congregation members in “swegtity”, which may save
considerable additional money and maintain or erdrance quality.

I look forward to seeing you come out and engaggisprocess of financial
stewardship and providing needed improvements tgbysical plant so we are
better able to serve the Lord in our congregatam,community and the world.
| give thanks that each of you is a member of conitywf St. Paul Lutheran
Church. Together, we can and will move forward odG service.

Council Notes March 2008

The council approved accepting Steve, Rhonda, Hame Lauren Kreuer into
membership at St. Paul. Hunter Kreuer will alsoehBirst Communion on
Sunday, March 16.

The Stewardship committee and Council congratulatese Szymanski on
being accepted for a position in Washington, D.€.afd the rest of the
Szymanski family will be greatly missed as theynpden moving in the coming
months.

Consecration Sunday will be held on Oct. 12. A leirsgrvice will at 10:30am.
Either Keith Mundy or Jim Wenger will be invited b@ a special guest speaker.

2008 Vacation Bible School will be at St. Paul 21l-24 from 6:30-8pm.

Craig Anderson has ordered survey for the Natuhair€h Development
program. Once they arrive, he and Pastor Richbeilyathering volunteers to
take the survey.

Chuck Nelson will be facilitating conversations Ma0, Apr. 6 and Apr. 13
during the Adult Forum between services. Thesehwlinformal conversations
to go over church finances and possibilities inimithe church expansion
project.

Council approved spending up to $650 from the BogdVaintenance fund in
order to add a ramp to the west exit off the Fedloyy Hall. (Continued)



The unified budget fund received $11,315.07 inconéng February. Of the 40
giving units that pledge, 11 were at their pledgewunt, 15 were over their
pledged amount (+ $1952.00), and 14 were under pfeiiged amount (-
$2059.00). The net difference for February was $1@vnder the amount
pledged. Designated funds received $2259.04 ($3tfd repair fund, $12.40
for Sunday school fund, $138.12 for youth groupdfu$22.50 for radio ministry
fund, and $100 for Pastor's hospitality fund, $1985or the Fine Arts Fund,
and $15.97 in interest). For income, February ethout being a very bad
month, with horrible weather on Sundays keepingyseople away from
church. But the last Sunday of the month was heétter are over $8,000.00 in
debt and it is only the second month of the year.

-Submitted by Blake Nyquist, Secretary
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Youth, Update

CALENDAR
SENIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP
9-12 GRADES

Youth Advisors: Mike Feldpausch, Megan Nyquist, ad Lynne Fortune

Sun., April 6 Youth Group Planning Meeting to pfan summer activities
6:00-8:00 p.m.

Thurs, May 1 Service Event: National Day of Prayély PAL & Youth for
Unity Service to beldhat St. Paul Lutheran Church
— SPY(g hosting!
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SUNDAY SCHOOL UPDATE
Last day of Sunday School will be May™8

i I
Please join us for a meeting Sunday, M%y 4
7:00-8:00 p.m. to discuss rally day preparation ant
classes for next fall.

NEW TEACHERS AND SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS
ARE NEEDED!!!

Please contact Donna Grooms if you are interested
just come to our meeting on Ma§7.4

j -

Thank you

® 0 [ X ]
Wmeljer to those of you who participate in the
community Meijer Community Rewards Program!

rewards”

We received a check for $102.55 in March.
The proceeds are used to support the Youth Group.



COMING THIS SUMMER
TO ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH

JULY 21 - JULY 24 6:30-8:00PM
ESPECIAILY FOR AGES 3-10

JOIN IN THE PLANNING STAGES AND COME TO A
MEETING ON SUNDAY, MAY 4" 6:00-7:00PM.

WE NEED LOTS OF HELP AND
WE ALWAYS HAVE LOTS OF FUN!!!
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Easter Food/Personal Needs Baskets Update

Thanks to the donations of our members and the he
work of many volunteers, seven families received
food, personal needs and some Easter goodies anc
toys for the little ones on Saturday, March 15th.

Thank you for making this important ministry
possible!

Mary Claucherty, Coordinator

DNMMMMMNNMMMMNNNN))
LSSM COLLECTION FOR APRIL

The foster care program at Lutheran Social Services is in
need of adult size t-shirts. They should be new or like new.
Please place them in the blue bin in the coat area. If you have any
guestions please contact Betty Velat or Julie Anderson.

xS0

The IMAGE class continues to meet on Monday nights. We have three
regular class members and two who come occasionally. This month
class time was spent on budgeting, parenting strategies and reviewing
goals.

You can get involved in this worthwhile ministry by spreading the word
about the program, volunteering, donating diapers (sizes 4 and 6) and
healthy snacks (juice boxes, goldfish, cheese, fresh fruit, etc.). We can
also use coupons. If you know of any speakers that would be appropriate
for young families, we would love to hear about them!

To learn more about this ministry program, feel free to contact one of the
members of the volunteer team: Melissa Bloomfield, Julie Anderson, Kay
Meints, Craig Anderson, Kelly Anderson and Blake Nyquist
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Thrivent Builds 2008

St. Paul is once again participating in the Thrivgailds with
Habitat for Humanity project. We have agreed tvjte help in
the following areas:

Pray for the family, the volunteersgdhe process of
building the home
Host a Habitat orientation session (Baly 19)
Lead worship at the groundbreakinglosiog service
_Prepare and serve lunch
Volunteer labor: construction, landsiog, collecting recyclables, final
cleaning of the house

To sign up as a volunteer, express your intereggrdurther information,
please contact Julie Anderson at andersonhousa@tas.332-5816 or in the

church office or Elizabeth Witt can be reachedifthouse@aol.conb17-651-
6949.



Don't throw those ink jet cartridges away!

Bring them in and we will recycle them for you.
The proceeds from this program go to support
programs at Lutheran Social Services Ministries.

PRAYERS AND SQUARES QUILT MINISTRY

A tangible gift of prayer brings appreciation from the
recipients. Connie Saxton thanks everyone for your
prayers; stating the quilt is 'very comforting." More
recently, Pat Witt expresses her appreciation for your
thoughtfulness to the 'nicest people | have ever known.'
Lifting the needs of these people will bring blessings for
you and gives love and healing.

The Lord will bless his people with peace. Psalm 29:11

Thank you for using the prayer quilt ministry. Contact Pastor Rich, Julie
or me for areferral. Prayers are available!

Betty Wilson
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Spend Wisely

Nobody should seek his own good, but the goodchefst. . . The earth is the
Lord's, and everything init. . ... Whatever yimy do it all for the glory of God.
1 Cor. 10:24-32

You may soon get a big check in the mail, andnigsfrom Bill Gates.

We all know that stewardship is not just about nyonk¥'s about taking good
care of everything that God gives us, using alhaee in ways that bring glory
to Him and blessings to others.

That being said, stewardshigpabout money, too, because money is part of what
God gives us. Later this spring, a lot of Amergavill receive a check from the
government. Some families will actually get a tyrdig check. Just like the
checks we receive from our employers or clients, ifoney ultimately comes to
us from God, our great Provider.

(Continued)



Many people exercise a financial stewardship pha involves giving 10% to
God, putting 10% in savings, and using the refivéoon. (I am not saying
that’s the only way a good steward operates, butyn@hristians do this or
something similar.) President Bush would like liscaspendour rebates, or at
least a good portion thereof. Wow! How often dapgone actually ask us to
go out and spend money? How might we do this iyswiaat bring glory to
God?

| suggest we all consider spending some part ofehates on someone else.
Perhaps you know someone who is getting only alamaunt back because
they did not make enough money last year to pagstaMany disabled people
will fit this category. Perhaps you know someor®s limping an old car
along on bald tires because they can't afford neesqust yet. Perhaps
someone you know has a new grandchild and camté# plane ticket to go
and see the baby. Perhaps you have a friendaiiveelvho is not particularly
needy but who would be filled with joy at the unegfed gift of something they
have always wanted. Perhaps in surprising sometdhean unexpected gift,
you will have an opportunity to tell that persomh@od’s love for you
motivates you to give to others. Perhaps you etithem that God loves them,
too.

If you are not comfortable with making a persorititg someone you know,
there are always plenty of channels for charitgblang. In times of economic
slowdown, donations to charities may decline evetha need for their services
rises. The Image program always needs diaperthetan Social Services
always needs clothing and personal items for fagtddren. People are still
living in FEMA trailers as the Gulf Coast struggtesrebuild after Hurricane
Katrina. The local food banks always need foot.P&ul is still trying to pay
off the roof. Wherever we look, there is no shgetaf need and no shortage of
opportunities to give.

So if you are getting a rebate check, first give
thanks to God, the source of all our daily bread.
Then ask Him how He would like you to use it.
Let Him direct you regarding how much to spen
on others and how much to spend on yourself.
Then go out and spend it with joy.

Elizabeth Witt



@‘ee" Te% Recycling Opportunities
for April (and early May)

St. Paul's
Earthkeeping Ministry

April 1%'to November 3% Meridian Township Recycling Drop-off
Hours are Tuesdays to Fridays from 11la.m. to 6and.Saturdays
from 9a.m. to 4p.m. Located at 5976 E. Lake DHaslett, the
Recycling Drop-off Center accepts a variety of ‘mait” recycling
material at no cost, plus lawn and garden wastéhandehold
goods for a fee Call (517) 853-4628 for more infation.
ing

Hardcover, paperback, magazines, and phone bookgtad at the
Department of Public Works, 1800 East State Rodthist
Lansing. Call (517) 337-9459 for more information.

i : tion
Documents will be shredded for recycling at Friedléndustries
on Maple St. between Oakland St. and Grand River. AvOld
Town. Call (517) 487-3322 for more information.

. . m
Colored Glass, Etc.
Used books (please separate hard and soft covemepbooks,
Styrofoam (in clear plastic bags with peanuts amobiie wrap
separate), colored glass, corrugated cardboardy@xizbard
(without wax coating) accepted. You can also bigdusooks for
$0.25-$0.50 at this time. Event is located at teatél Park
Pavilion/Parking Lot in Okemos, near the corneMairsh Rd. and
Central Park Dr. Call (517) 853-4608 for more imfiation.

: ' nics

Recycling
Computers, TVs, VCRs, cell phones, stereos, ettbwiaccepted
for a fee. Complete lists of items and fees cafobed at
www.cityofeastlansing.coran the Department of Public Works
page. Event will be held at the City of Lansing Reing Transfer
Station, 530 East South St. Call (517) 483-4400xfore
information.

The Green Team would love to hear from you.
Contact Lindsay Cramer, Susan Kendall, Barb Paff or Dave Szymanski.
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Holy Communion Trays Needed!

The Altar Guild is in need of new communion tragsthe Lord’s Supper. The
current trays are corroded. The trays we wishutchase will prevent corroding
in the future, however, they are quite expensivbis expense is not in our
current budget. Each tray costs approximately $@@0Oare in need of 4 trays.
Monetary gifts can be made in your regular offeemyelopes. Please note:
Altar Guild Communion ware.

On April 20 between services and after 2nd seryittesAltar Guild will be
hosting a bake sale fundraiser. Please stop btable and purchase some
yummy snacks and desserts. The Thrivent Comntiisecommitted a gift of
$150.00.

If you have questions, please see Char Smith, Atald or any of the Thrivent
Committee members: Cindy Martin, Rick Klingensmibh Lynne Fortune.

NURSERY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Volunteers are needed to help staff the nursery on

Sunday mornings. If you would be interested in

helping out and spending a fun hour with the cleifgr
please sign up on the sheet on the bulletin baatide Narthex
or see Bev Johnson. (Please note: All volunterrst have a
background check done.)

APRIL READINGS

Acts 2:42-47
1 Peter 2:19-25
John 10:1-10
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Please note: If your birthday or anniversary is NOT listed and it should
be, it is because we do not have it on file. If you would like to have your
day recognized in the future, please let the office know.

W Lenten Soup Supper Thank You
“ Many hands make light work.

There are so many who help make the Lenten Soup Suppers such
a success. | would like to say thank you.

Those providing soup, bread and money for supplies were Karen Ellis,
Betty Wilson, Cindy Martin, Kay Meints, Trudy Haebich, Char Smith,
Judy Fryer, Anne Smith, Barb Paff, Julie Anderson, Toot Kuisel,
Chuck Nelson, Cheryl Oak, Lois Lund, Marilyn Mook
and Marlene Sabrosky.

Thank you also to those who helped set-up, clean-up and all who came
to eat. We had wonderful attendance and fellowship.

Pat Reynolds







