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A friend suggested to me that I should talk about the political scene in my 
Pastor's Page article this month. I do it with some fear and trepidation, knowing 
religion and politics can be a dangerous mix. You can relax, I won't tell you who 
to vote for, because I'm sure you are struggling with that yourself or may have 
already made up your mind. This time around it seems that we have a broad 
spectrum of candidates seeking presidential nominations. Each looks like he/she 
has some good points as well as drawbacks. So I won't write about any of the 
candidates, but I am thinking about how our faith can guide us in making 
choices. 
 
To begin with, neither major political party has a corner on righteousness and 
justice in the public sphere. But there are criteria that come from the teachings 
our Lord Jesus has taught us. First, we are called on to love God and our 
neighbor. Matt 22:34-40   We know that our neighbor is anyone and everyone. 
Jesus taught us that in the parable of the good Samaritan. Luke 10:25-37  This 
could apply in the immigrant or “illegal alien” controversy. It is not an easy 
question when one side says, “They steal our jobs,” and another says, “They are 
simply striving for what all immigrant groups have striven for all along: food, a 
job, and security for their families.” Who is our neighbor in Jesus’ eyes? 
 
Another area where there is difference of opinion is in care of the earth. In 
church language, it is called stewardship or earthkeeping. Genesis 2:15  God has 
called us to care for this planet so that it can continue to provide for our needs, 
and not only our needs, but the needs of the generations that follow us. We don't 
know when Jesus will return to take us home to be with him. It could be soon, 
but it may be thousands of years from now. Mark 13:32  In the mean time we 
will need to care for the earth for our children, grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, and so on. Are there candidates who at least acknowledge the 
need to look after the earth, and who have a track record of preserving our 
natural environment? God gave the earth to our first parents to tend and keep it, 
not to destroy it. So we are called on to continue in that task.  
 

(Continued) 



One of the most consistent greetings Jesus gave to people whenever he greeted 
them was, “Fear not,” or “Don't be afraid.” Luke 12:32  It seems some 
candidates try to prey on our fears. They imply that if you vote for them, you and 
your family will be more secure. Our strength and security are not in human 
beings of any party, nor in any military. Psalm 147:10 & 2 Chronicles 16:8  
Scripture tells us our security rests in God's hands. And if we place our trust in 
God's care we will be secure. Psalm 27 & 37  This is hard to accept in a world of 
suicide bombers and ethnic wars, but this is what we are called on to believe. 
God is more powerful than all the forces of evil. Luke 6:27-32  When Rev. Keith 
Mundy was here, he shared a favorite expression of one of his stewardship co-
workers: “Love trumps fear.” No, we are not to ignore danger and threat, either 
personally or nationally, because we know that evil is real and powerful in the 
world, and sometimes in us.  But God is more powerful, God is love, 1 John 
4:16  and perfect love casts out fear. 1 John 4:18  If the candidates promote fear, 
be careful. It may be an effort to manipulate us through our fears, for we all have 
them. 
   
I know none of this is a great revelation and that there are many more thoughts 
that could be shared on this subject, but these are a few that I think are worth 
pondering in the relation of our faith to our civic life. Above all, pray for our 
country and its leaders that they, and we, follow God's will. We give thanks that 
we can take part in the election process, even if the advertising at caucus and 
election time is a pain. It is still a small price to pay for the freedoms we enjoy. 

 
 
 
 
 

February Highlights 
�

�

  
                   02     Tasty Treat, Talent Show & Auction 
                   03      Super Bowl Party 
                   06     Ash Wednesday 

  10     Youth Group "Souper Bowl" of Caring 
                   13      Lenten Soup Suppers Begin 
                   14      Easter Choir Rehearsals Begin 
  
 
 
 



                   Lent Begins This Month! 
  
 Lenten Soup Suppers will begin Wednesday, February 
13.  Come join us Wednesday evenings at 6:00 p.m. for 
soup and fellowship before Wednesday evening worship. 
This year I am scheduling three “soup”ers per week.  I 

also need one person per week to provide bread.  Please contact Pat 
Reynolds at 669-5518 if you are willing to help. 
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Financial Report  
for 2007 

   Over/Under 
   Budget 

 12/31/07  Year-to-Date   Year-to-Date  
    
Budgeted Income  $18,725.57 $149,272.43 $13,640.43 
Budgeted Expenses  $17,023.85 $153,983.15 ($7,518.41) 

Difference  $   1,701.72   $  (4,710.72)   
    
December was a very good month as far as income was concerned. 
Budgeted income was 110% over budget and budgeted expenses were 
at 95% of budget.  We finished the year with more expenses than 
income, but the difference was not as bad as the last few months.  
Thank you for your help this last year.  Here's to a great 2008! 
    
Roof Replacement Loan    
Total Paid  $  31,490.00       
Repaid  $  22,604.04    
Received this month $85.00   

Still Owed $8,800.96   
    

   ���������	
��
    
Please review the budget and actual amounts from 2007 and the new  
budget for 2008 as passed at the congregational meeting in November 
found elsewhere in this newsletter.   
    



Budget 2008 

 



(Continued) 



 

JANUARY 2008 COUNCIL NOTES�

A draft of the 2008 directory will be available next Sunday for people to check 
their information. They will be printed up once most have had a chance to 
initiale or submit corrections. 
 
Craig Anderson spoke to the council about a Natural Church Development 
program. 40,000 churches have made use of such a program. There are 
numerous potential advantages to participating in NCD. At the February 
meeting, Craig will plan on presenting a roadmap for possibly participating in 
the program.  
 
For the duration of 2008, church council meetings will be held on the third 
Thursday of each month. 
 
A motion was passed that upon acceptance from either party, council will 
appoint Donna Grooms or Rick Klingensmith as Financial Secretary for 2008. 
Determining a replacement for Jim Cramer as Financial Secretary is considered a 
priority. 
 
The property committee is in conversation with the City of East Lansing in 
regards to properly staking the wetland portion of the church property.  
 
 
 



Council approved allowing Chuck Nelson to speak with the City of East Lansing 
regarding the city possibly purchasing the wetlands portion of the church 
property. There is a State of Michigan program that could assist the city in 
purchasing such property for public park space, so it is considered a viable 
option to generate some revenue without affecting the state of the wetlands.  
 
The unified budget fund received $18,725.62 income during December. The 
estimate of giving for 2007 was $135,632. We received $149,272.48 which is 
$13,640.48 above the estimate of giving. Of the 44 giving units that pledged, 3 
were at their pledged amount, 32 were over their pledged amount (+$15, 
925.09), and 9 were under (-$5,283.52). The net difference was about 
$10,641.57 over the amount pledged for the year. The total of all funds received 
in December was $20,917.26. Total receipts for the year were $187,250.89 . 
December was an excellent month for income reaching 110% of pledged 
amount. Budgeted expenses in December were higher than normal, but we ended 
the year spending 95% of budget or $7,534.66 below budget. We did better than 
expected based on the last 3 months. 
 
-Submitted by Blake Nyquist, Secretary 
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Although there have been some major 
changes to the program, we are still 
participating in the Meijer Community 
Rewards program.  If you use a Meijer 
credit card, cash or a debit card to make 

purchases at Meijer, please consider signing up.  You can register at  
1-800-962-7011.  Our code is 606113.  Thank you to those of you who 
already participate.  
 
 



 
 
 
 

WINTER CALENDAR 
SENIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP 

9-12 GRADES 
 

Youth Advisors:  Mike Feldpausch, Megan Nyquist, and  
Lynne Fortune 

 
 
Sat, Feb 9  Service Event:  5:00 - 7:00 p.m.  Soup Assembly for 

Souper Bowl Sunday.   Meet in Fellowship Hall 
 
Sun, Feb 10  Service Event:  National Souper Bowl Sunday – 

Table set up in Narthex for sale; Donations to benefit 
Christian Services 

 
Sun, March 9  Fellowship Event:  Winter Jam at Breslin Center  

5:00 - 9:00 p.m. Meet in Narthex for carpool 
 
Sun, March 23  Service Event: Annual Easter Pancake Breakfast; 

Donations to benefit Youth Group Fund 
 
Fri - Sun,  Construction Zone Youth Encounter in Chicago. 
March 28 - 30  Details of trip will be posted at later date. 
 
Thurs, May 1  Service Event:  National Day of Prayer w/ YPAL & 

Youth for Unity Service to be held at St. Paul 
Lutheran Church – SPYg hosting!           
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        LSSM COLLECTION FOR 

FEBRUARY 
 

The foster care program at Lutheran Social Services is in 
desperate need of pajamas.  We will continue to collect them through 
February. Boxer shorts, lounge pants and t-shirts can also be worn as 

pajamas.  Please place them in the blue bin in the coat area. If you have 
any questions please contact Betty Velat or Julie Anderson. 

__________________________________________________________ 
 

															����
	
 
YOUR SUPPORT IS NEEDED. You can get involved    
 in this worthwhile ministry by spreading the word about 
the program, volunteering, donating diapers and 

healthy snacks (juice boxes, goldfish, cheese, fresh fruit, etc.).  We can 
also use coupons for any of these items.  The diapers are given to the 
parents as an incentive to attend class.  We use one pack of size 4 and 
three packs of size 5 a week.  
 
Topics for the January classes have included "Knowing the Importance of 
Your Task", "Budgeting", and "Learning How to Endure".   
 
To learn more about this ministry program, feel free to contact one of the 
members of the volunteer team: Melissa Bloomfield, Julie Anderson, Kay 
Meints, Craig Anderson,  
Kelly Anderson and Blake Nyquist 
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MABA EXPO 2008. Saturday, March 8th, the Meridian Area Business 
Association will be having their Business Expo at Haslett High School.  
We are planning to have a booth again this year.  If you would be 
interested in helping out there are many different things to do:  Staff the 
booth (adults and youth) make popcorn, make a backdrop promoting St. 
Paul, help the children with a Bible game, invite people to fill out a ticket 
for a drawing, (If you have any good ideas for a prize or would like to 
donate one let me know), set-up and knock-down.  Last year over 6,000 
people attended this event.  This is a fun event and can help get the word 
out about the congregation.  Please contact Pastor if you can help. 
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Excellence 
 
Practicing good stewardship means recognizing that every good thing we have 
ultimately belongs to God, that we have been entrusted with the responsibility of 
caring for what is His and investing it for Him.  This extends beyond material 
goods and includes our “talents”—all the knowledge, skills, aptitudes, and 
abilities He has given us.  We are being good stewards when we strive for 
excellence in all we do. 
 
At the January 10 workshop with Keith Mundy, we looked at these Bible verses 
in the context of excellence: 
 
Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize? 
Run in such a way as to get the prize. Everyone who competes in the games goes 
into strict training. They do it to get a crown that will not last; but we do it to 
get a crown that will last forever.  1 Cor. 9:24-25 
 
Thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  
Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give 
yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the 
Lord is not in vain.   1 Cor. 15:57-58 
 
Although Paul uses the metaphor of a race in his letter to the Corinthians, his 
point is not that we should compete with one another, but that we should stay 
focused on the goal and strive to do our best.  The crown that will last forever is 
not something that will go to one of us, but a reward that each of us will receive. 



 Does this mean we strive to do the things at which we excel, especially in ways 
that will serve God?  Absolutely!  Let’s not waste the gifts He has given us.  
Does it mean we should avoid doing the things at which we do not excel?  
Absolutely not!  To be begin with, most skills come with practice.  With just a 
little effort, today’s weakness may be tomorrow’s strength.  Perhaps more 
importantly, God is capable of using us even in our weakness. 
 
I have been doing volunteer construction work for Habitat for Humanity for 
about 2-1/2 years now, and my skills have greatly improved since I started.  Yet 
I found myself quite humbled recently when I watched a volunteer crew of 
experienced framers and panelizers build a set of walls.  They worked much 
faster, solved problems more easily, and produced a higher quality product than 
a less experienced crew could have done.  In comparison with these guys, my 
skills are nowhere near excellence. 
 
And that doesn’t matter.  Somehow, Habitat for Humanity manages to build 
hundreds of houses of sound quality every year, largely using inexperienced 
volunteer labor.  I think “somehow” is another name for the Holy Spirit.  
“Somehow” means God bringing good out of our efforts, whether our skills are 
strong or weak.  When we give ourselves fully to His work, our labor is not in 
vain.  We may not always achieve excellence at every task, but when we strive 
for excellence as a way of serving God, “somehow” His work gets done. 
 
Elizabeth Witt 
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”One must stay to experience and study and 
understand the consequences – must understand 
them by living with them, and then correct them, if 
necessary, by longer living and more work.  It won’t 
do to correct mistakes made in one place by 
moving to another place, as has been the common 
fashion in America, or by adding on another place, 
as is the fashion in any sort of ‘growth economy’.”  
                                                    --  Wendell Berry 

Tip of the Month: Dry cleaning chemicals are toxic.  By wearing 
clothes that are washable, you can keep those toxic chemicals from 
being released into the atmosphere. 

                                                                   The Green Team would love to hear from you. 
                             Contact Lindsay Cramer, Susan Kendall, Barb Paff or Dave Szymanski. 
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St. Paul Friends: 
 

Thanks to all the friends who remembered us at Chri stmas with cards, 
calls, prayers and thank you for the "little gift b ag".  I divided it with Al and 
it made a smile on his face. 
 

I am appreciative of hearing Pastor Moe on the radi o every Sunday and his 
visits to us.  God Bless him. 
 

I am getting around now as I had 19 staples out of my knee on Tuesday.  I 
still have to wear the immobilizer for another mont h, but the sharp pain 
from the torn tendon is gone so I don’t' mind. 
 

God Bless You all with Love, 
Litty & Al 				
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FEBRUARY READINGS 
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Exodus 24:12–18 
 2 Peter 1:16–21 
Matthew 17:1–9 

 

������!	 �4�����	#(������!	 �4�����	#(������!	 �4�����	#(������!	 �4�����	#( 				
 ���
	������	��	���
	
Genesis 2:15–17; 3:1–7 

 Romans 5:12–19 
Matthew 4:1–11 
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Genesis 12:1–4a 
 Romans 4:1–5, 13–17 

John 3:1–17 
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Exodus 17:1–7 
 Romans 5:1–11 

John 4:5–42 
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02     Betty Wilson 
             04     Chuck Schneider 

                   07     Grant D'Lamater 
    10      Pam Bertilrud 
    16      Susan Kendall 
              Samantha Sevrey 

                         18      Lynne Fortune 
                            22     Barb Paff 
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���������������������� 02/22/58 
Congratulations on 50 Years! 
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Please note:  If your birthday or anniversary is NOT listed and it 
should be, it is because we do not have it on file.  If you would like 
to have your day recognized in the future, please let the office 
know.   
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SIGN UP FOR THE ST. PAUL EMAIL LIST   
 

The list is a way to communicate info to members 
quickly.  When information needs to be passed on, one 
email can be sent to all members on the list.  If you would 
like to be a part of this, please sign-up on the sheet on 

the ledge. If you have any questions contact Craig Anderson.   
__________________________________________________________ 

 
3rd Annual 

Tasty Treat, Talent Show & Auction 
Saturday, February 2 nd 

6:30 p.m.  
 
Come and participate in this fun time that highlights the wide variety of gifts and 
talents of the members of St. Paul's.  Whatever you can do to perform, whether 
on a musical instrument, voice, dance or visual arts, you name it you're invited to 
share it.  It was a great time last year 
 
All you who are bakers and dessert makers, please share your skills and provide 
a tasty treat for after the show.  If you have a special dessert you wish to 
contribute or if you are willing to help serve, please sign-up on the sheet on the 
narthex.  If you have questions contact Shannon McGaughey at 355-6964 or if 
you want to do a talent contact Susan Jacobs or Pastor Rich at 351-8541.   
 
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans has offered us a gift of $500 for this Dessert and 
Talent night if we raise that or over to go toward a new soundboard for worship 
and the radio broadcast. There will be also an Auction of items that can help 
raise the fund level. Buck Kuisel has volunteered to be auctioneer. If you wish to 
donate any items (New) for the auction tell our Thrivent Board (Lynne Fortune, 
Rick Klingensmith, & Cindy Martin) or the church office. The New Horizons 
German Band will participate and I hope to play a tuba solo. If there is something 
you are willing to do, give it a try and contact Susan Jacobs and let her know.  
 
There is a $2 entry fee for the talent and the desserts are $2.00 a plate.  
Remember it is a fundraiser.  
                                                                                                         -Pastor Rich 
__________________________________________________________ 
 

                     Fourth Annual Super Bowl Party  
Sponsored by the Men's Group 

Sunday, February 3 rd 

    Doors open at 5:00 p.m.      Kickoff at 6:00 p. m. 
                        Everyone  is welcome. 
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