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Happy New Year! 
 
It seems almost impossible to me that the New Year is here. I was hardly 
expecting Thanksgiving to be over and now Christmas has passed too. It reminds 
me of the phrase attributed to wise King Solomon, “For everything there is a 
season, and a time for every matter under heaven.” Ecclesiastes Chapter 3:1.  
That reminds me also, that back at Thanksgiving we held an Interfaith 
Thanksgiving Service at University United Methodist Church in which Christian, 
Muslim, and Jewish faiths participated. The offering raised $1,459.50 that was 
split between the Greater Lansing Food Bank and Refugee Services. Thanks to 
all who participated. That is last year's news. 
 
On to this years news: 
 

1. We start the new year with the Holy Baptism of Caroline Elizabeth 
Collins on January 6th, daughter of Paul & Tracy Collins. The Lord's 
blessings on this family.  

 
2. Saturday, Jan.12th, Youth Game Night from 4:00 to 10:00 p.m. 

 
3. Stewardship Planning Workshop with Keith Mundy in the 

Sanctuary. This will be an opportunity to look at planning for the 
financial future of our congregation should we go ahead with the 
building addition or not. This will be on Saturday, Jan. 19th from 9:00 
a.m. to noon. He will be our guest preacher on Sunday the 20th at both 
services. 

 
4. 90th Birthday Party for Trudy Haebich  on Sat. Jan 19th from 1:00 to 

3:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

5. Fourth Friday Friends Kick-Off , Friday Jan. 25th at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall will include a Potluck and Game Night, all welcome to 
attend. 



6. Fish Fry for World Hunger and Radio Ministry , on Sunday, Jan. 
27th at noon.  Yes, Chuck and Rodger will again be favoring us with 
their culinary talents and the finest fish this side of the Canadian border, 
and probably the other side too. The proceeds go to the World Hunger 
Program of the ELCA as well as our Radio Ministry broadcast. 

 
7. Not this month, but looking ahead to next month, Sat. February 2nd, 

6:30 p.m. Talent & Dessert Night.  (Get ready to have a great time 
enjoying our homegrown talented individuals and also some very tasty 
homemade treats. It will be great fun.) Sponsored by the Worship 
Committee, this one will help raise funds for a new soundboard for the 
Praise Team and Radio Ministry. 

 
8. Super Bowl Party, Sun. Feb. 3rd, everyone welcome of all ages. 

 
A number of activities for the “boring” winter months to help us get through 
them with some enjoyment for those of us that stay up north in a Michigan 
winter. They also give us a chance to “bond” as the youth call it, to hang out and 
fellowship with other Christian friends. This can be a positive time to strengthen 
our relationships with each other. 
 
One or two other matters I want to mention. Some members have mentioned that 
we have several visitors each Sunday, especially during 2nd Service. We also 
have a time of fellowship after the service for anyone who wishes to gather. I 
know most times people are interested in going home or out to eat possibly. But 
if you aren't pressed for time, I would invite you to stay and visit with our guests. 
It would, I believe, make them feel more welcome and possibly gain us a new 
member. 
 
The second item is also related. We have a number of college, university, and 
technical school students that attend worship any specific Sunday. MSU does not 
provide Sunday evening meals for students in the dorms. A couple of us have 
been talking about considering providing a meal on a regular basis on Sunday 
night as a ministry for students. If you are interested in being a part of the 
planning or action on this project please speak to Rene Shireman, Dick Bunge, 
or myself. Well, blessings on you in this New Year. May we continue to commit 
our lives to the love and service of people in Jesus Name. 
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Financial Report  
through November 2007 

   Over/Under 
   Budget 

 11/30/07  Year-to-Date  Year-to-Date 
    
Budgeted Income  $11,758.06 $130,546.86 $6,217.49 
Budgeted Expenses  $13,154.27 $136,944.00 ($7,973.24) 

Difference     $     (1,396.21)  $  (6,397.14)   
    
November was another challenging month. We have gone farther in the hole. 

But it could be a lot worst, if we were not at 105% of budgeted income and 

only at 94% of expenses. Thank you for generously giving this year!! 

Keep up the good work for another month.   

    
Roof Replacement Loan    
Total Paid       $  31,490.00       
Repaid       $  22,334.04    
Received this month $270.00   

Still Owed $8,885.96   
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DECEMBER 2007 COUNCIL NOTES�

· Council elected officers for 2008. Chuck Nelson was elected as 
President, Bob Reynolds was elected Vice President, Blake Nyquist 
was elected Secretary and Kay Meints was elected Treasurer. A 
Financial Secretary still needs to be found for next year. 

· Kathryn Robinson will become a member at St. Paul on Dec. 23. 

 

(Continued) 



· St. Paul will be a sponsoring church for the Jesus Seminar at People's 
Church on Mar. 28-29, 2008.  

· The Council approved a Fish Fry fundraiser on Jan. 27 and the Talent 
and Dessert Night on Feb. 2  

· Holiday office hours: Closed Christmas Eve Day and Christmas Day 
and New Year's Eve Day and New Year's Day. Due to amount of 
overtime the Office Manager has been doing, she will be out of the 
office, Friday, Dec. 14.  

· St. Paul will host orientation sessions and advertise for volunteers for 
the 2008 Thrivent Builds project. 

· At the recommendation of the Property Committee, Council approved 
selling lumber from fallen trees on the Bremer's Grove property as 
firewood to raise funds for St. Paul.  

· The council would like to recognize Melissa Bloomfield for her hard 
work and participation during her term, as well as Jim Cramer and Anne 
Smith for performing the role of Financial Secretary. 

· The unified budget fund received $11,758.06 income during November, 
which was $455.39 above the amount needed to meet the estimate of 
giving. The unified budget needs to receive $11, 302.67 each month to 
meet the estimated giving. We are $6,217.43 above the amount needed 
through November to meet the estimate of giving. The total of all funds 
received in November was $13,306.67. November was another 
challenging month. We went another $1, 400.00 in the hole. So we are 
now $6,400.00 in the hole year-to-date. To look on the bright side we 
could be $24,000.00 in the hole, if we were not at 105% of budgeted 
income and budgeted expenses were at 100% instead of 94%.  

 
Submitted by Blake Nyquist, Secretary 
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        LSSM COLLECTION FOR JANUARY 

 
We are collecting pajamas for the foster care program 
at Lutheran Social Services. Boxer shorts, lounge pants, 
and t-shirts can also be worn as pajamas.  Please place 
them in the blue bin in the coat area. If you have any 
questions please contact Betty Velat or Julie Anderson. 

  
 
__________________________________________________________ 
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This month our IMAGE class celebrated the Christmas season 
with dinner and gifts.  Each member of the class was given a $10 
Speedway gas card and their children received touch and feel 
board books of the Christmas story.  The gifts were donated by 
the IMAGE team. 
 
We are in need of support for this 
program.  You can get involved in this 
worthwhile ministry by spreading the 
word about the program, volunteering, 
donating diapers, wipes or healthy snacks.  
(We especially need size 4 and  size 5 diapers.)   
 
Please take the time to learn more about this minis try 
program.  There are brochures on the ledge in the narthex or feel 
free to contact one of the members of the volunteer team:  
Melissa Bloomfield, Julie Anderson, Kay Meints, Craig Anderson, 
Kelly Anderson and Blake Nyquist 

  
 

__________________________________________________________ 
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"The whole earth is a living icon 
of the face of God." 

 
                           -- St. John Damascene (675-749)�
�

Tip of the Month: To reduce the amount of paper that gets thrown 
away or recycled, triple-check documents before printing them.  Try 
printing on the other side of used paper.  It takes 390 gallons of oil to 
produce a ton of paper.�

                                                                     The Green Team would love to hear from you.
                             Contact Lindsay Cramer, Susan Kendall, Barb Paff or Dave Szymanski. 
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JANUARY READINGS 
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Isaiah 60:1–6 
Psalm 72:1–7, 10–14 

Ephesians 3:1–12 
Matthew 2:1–12 

 

������ 	!������	%&������ 	!������	%&������ 	!������	%&������ 	!������	%& 				
'��
��(	�#	���	$���	

	

Isaiah 42:1–9 
Psalm 29 

Acts 10:34–43 
Matthew 3:13–17 
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Isaiah 49:1–7 
Psalm 40:1–11 

1 Corinthians 1:1–9 
John 1:29–42 
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Isaiah 9:1–4 
Psalm 27:1, 4–9 

1 Corinthians 1:10–18 
Matthew 4:12–23				
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01     Kenneth Brzozowski 
09     Ray Vugrinovich 
12     Phyllis Bergau 
         Pastor Moe 
         Kathie Vugrinovich 
17     David Henderson 
20     Kelly Anderson 
21     Michael Feldpausch 

                   Anne Szymanski 
22     Trudy Haebich 
24      Marissa Cruz 
27      Hank Pratt 
29      Emma Claucherty 
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Allen & Judy Neiberg    01/26 
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Please note:  If your birthday or anniversary is NOT listed and it 
should be, it is because we do not have it on file.  If you would like 
to have your day recognized in the future, please let the office 
know.   
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ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

FOURTH FRIDAY FRIENDS 
 

2008 “Kick-Off” 
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We are a fellowship group, and anyone and everyone is 
welcome to join us.  You are also encouraged to bri ng a 
friend. This is a great way to introduce “your chur ch” to 
others. Each month we come together for fun & food.  
This keeps us in full compliance with the old Luthe ran 
traditions. 

				
 Any questions, call Char or Terry Smith  517-339-8784 
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