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I have to be getting old. I can't believe that Advent and Christmas are 
upon us. I don't know if it is because Fall has been so mild or that we 
have been busy with the Annual Meeting preparations that it is here now 
as a surprise. We started choir rehearsal for Christmas and that is the 
sign that soon this special time will be here. As hectic as the season is, it 
still brings out some of the little child in me.  
 
I don't believe it is just the nostalgia for Christmases past. But it has to 
do with the wonder of God coming into the world to bring us peace and 
joy through his Son, Jesus Christ. When the world coerces us into 
believing that Christmas is about what we buy and that joy is through 
how much we spend, we need to be reminded that when God gave us the 
greatest gift, it was in a humble stable that this event took place. All our 
activity around Christmas means nothing if we don't know the Son of 
God who comes into the world to save us. For without him in our lives 
we are lost, but with him we have the blessing of knowing God in his 
fullness. This can make a great difference in our lives to be connected 
with both the source and ultimate purpose of our lives. God's love for us 
is made plain in the life and teachings of our Lord Jesus and I believe if  
                    we build our lives around him, we may know a  

    love and joy that transcends the glitz and glitter 
   our world associates with Christmas.  
 
 Some of the activities of this season here at 
                the church are as follows: 
 

Advent Services 
Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. 

with Holy Communion followed by 
Bible Study on Paul's Letter to the Colossians 
 

(Continued) 



December 2nd 
8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. -Youth Group Bake Sale and Gift Wrap 
9:45 a.m. - Farewell Reception for Gerry & Suzanne Jolicoeur 

1:00 p.m. – New Horizons Band Holiday Concert 
 

December 9th 

8:30 a.m. - Traditional Worship 
10:15 a.m. – Sunday School Christmas Play and Reception 

11:00 a.m. – Contemporary Worship 
 

December 23rd 

8:30 a.m. – Traditional Worship 
9:45 a.m.-Christmas Music Celebration 
with Praise Team, Choir, and Soloists 
11:00 a.m. – Contemporary Worship 

 
December 24th 

5:00 p.m. - Christmas Eve Contemporary Worship 
9:45 p.m. – Music of the Season 

10:00 p.m. – Christmas Eve Traditional Worship 
 

December 26th 
12:30 p.m.- 6:30 p.m. - Red Cross Blood Drive 

 
December 31st 

5:00 p.m.-New Year's Eve Service 
 
As we celebrate the coming of the Lord Jesus into the world to save us 
let us remember those who are less fortunate here in our community as 
well as around the world. Jesus came to save the whole world and all 
who are in it. For this we celebrate and give gifts to all, both those we 
hold near and dear and those we may never meet in this life. Thank you 
to all who have made Saint Paul's and the mission of the greater church a 
priority in your life this season. May we reach out to all in need with the 
blessings we have been given, especially the gift of Jesus, God made 
flesh, who dwells among us.  
 
Have a blessed Christmas.  
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Financial Report  
through October 2007 

   Over/Under 
   Budget 

 10/31/2007  Year-to-Date   Year-to-Date  
    
Budgeted Income  $10,242.09 $118,788.80 $6,818.68 
Budgeted Expenses  $12,689.84 $123,789.73 ($8,477.05) 

Difference  $  (2,447.75)  $  (5,000.93)   
    
October was a challenging month to be Treasurer. I am very concerned 
with the lack of income.  We are now $5,000.00 in debt for the year. 
Please give generously!    
    
    
Roof Replacement Loan    
Total Paid  $  31,490.00       
Repaid  $  22,219.04    
Received this month $115.00   

Still Owed $9,155.96   
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NOVEMBER 2007 COUNCIL NOTES  
�
 
- Pastor Julie Carey from Trinity Lutheran Church in Hillsdale talked to 
the council about Natural Church Development. NCD is considered to be 
a sustainable growth program that provides a congregation the ability to 
measure itself on eight qualities. The lowest-scoring quality is then 
focused on throughout the congregation for a year until the next survey. 
The council will discuss possible implementation of the program next 
month.  
 
- Former synod bishop Gary Hanson will preach at both services on 
Sunday, November 18. 
 
- Council approved a farewell gathering for Gerry and Suzanne Jolicoeur 
on Nov. 25 and a New Horizons Band concert on Dec. 2.  
 
- There have been issues with people taking and using items from the 
office manager's work area. Items borrowed need to be returned from 
where they were taken.  
 
- St. Paul has an opportunity to partake in some fundraising by hosting a 
concession stand for MSU sporting events. A team from St. Paul will 
need to be formed and a manager and assistant manager will be required 
to head up recruiting enough volunteers. Anyone interested should 
contact Buck Kuisel.  
 
- The unified budget fund received $10,242.09 income during October, 
which was $1060.58 below the amount needed to meet the estimate of 
giving. The unified budget needs to receive $11,302.67 each month to 
meet the estimated giving. We are $5, 762.10 below the amount needed 
through October to meet the estimate of giving. The total of all funds 
received in October was $15,029.28. October has been a challenging 
month to be treasurer. For the first time this year, the Treasurer is very 
concerned that we are not going to make budget this year. We are now 
$5, 000.00 in debt. Attendance on Sunday mornings has not been good 
and is being reflected in financial support. 
 
Submitted by Blake Nyquist, Secretary 
 



2007 ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING NOTES  
 
- Income has been 105% of the annual pledged amount. Expenses have 
been greatly lower than originally budgeted. This is all very good news. 
There was some concern that just looking at the budget, it is $4947.16 
out of balance. St. Paul has been able to cover the additional costs, but 
there is concern for this becoming a trend.  
 
- As of the annual meeting, there was a decrease in the number of 
official pledges compared to last year. For anyone having not yet 
pledged for 2008, an estimate of their likely giving was made. This was 
based on their current year giving with an average increase of 
approximately 7%. Taking in actual pledges and estimates, $135,253 
was the number submitted to the congregation in considering the 2008 
budget income.  
 
- The 2008 budget was passed as presented to the congregation. Concern 
was raised about passing a budget that was out of balance. Inquiry was 
made about the controls in place to manage and maintain a balanced 
budget. Treasurer Kay Meints, Financial Secretary Jim Cramer and 
President Buck Kuisel all provided comments in response to the 
question.  
 
- President Buck Kuisel spoke to the congregation about the current state 
of the proposed building project. The property on which St. Paul resides 
has been annexed to East Lansing within the past year. The city has been 
very agreeable in working with St. Paul regarding zoning approvals 
needed for the project to move forward. A rough timeline would be that 
the application process would be available to use in late spring/early 
summer of 2008. Pending approval of said application, it would seem 
possible that ground could be broken in late summer of 2008.  
 
- Chuck Nelson and Kelly Anderson were each elected to a first term on 
the church council. Blake Nyquist was elected to a second term. 
 
- Rick Klingensmith and Brenda Turner were each elected to a first term 
on the Endowment Committee. Fred Hartwig was elected to a second 
term.  
 
                                               (Continued) 
 



- Dan Grooms, Mike Feldpausch, Tim Shireman, Craig Anderson, 
Elizabeth Witt, Melissa Bloomfield were elected as members of the 2008 
Nominating committee. 
 
- Craig and Julie Anderson were elected as delegates to the 2008 Synod 
Assembly.  
 
- The congregation voted to designate entire amount of interest earned 
during 2007 from the Wilgus Fund to LSSM. There was some discussion 
regarding the use of the interest from the Wilgus Fund. The terms of the 
fund are believed to be that all interest goes to a social service entity, but 
concern was raised that if all interest is donated, the fund cannot grow. 
Research will be done on the precise terms of the fund and any 
congregational or council decisions regarding the fund prior to next 
year's meeting.  
 
Submitted by Blake Nyquist, Secretary 
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Other ways to support the Youth Group: 
 

1.  Bring in your refundable cans and bottles 
             2.  Use your Meijer Community Rewards Card  
                  when you do your Christmas shopping.��

�
�
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LSSM COLLECTION FOR DECEMBER & JANUARY 
 

We are collecting pajamas for the foster care program at Lutheran 
Social Services. Please place them in the blue bin in the coat area. 
If you have any questions please contact Betty Velat or Julie 
Anderson. 



Thank you! 
 

This year we were able to provide food and 
personal needs baskets to eight families.  
Five were families from our congregation 
and three were Meridian Township residents 
referred by Meridian Human Services.  The 
baskets were valued at approximately 
$100.00 each.  We could not have done it without all of your food and 
cash donations.  A special thank you to those who gave of their time as 
well:  Beth Leow, Jessica Fortune, Kirsten, Robbie & Dan Grooms, 
Emma, Jack & Alison Claucherty, Kelly Anderson, Abbie Smith and Bob 
Reynolds.  
 
- Julie Anderson & Mary Claucherty 
 
 

Looking for Applicants  
 

Rebuilding Together Ingham County is 
accepting applicants for home repairs for 
Rebuilding Day in 2008.  If you or 
someone you know owns a home and is 
low-income disabled or low-income 60 

years of age or older and needs home repairs, this program may be able to help.  
Applications are due Feb. 1, 2008.  Call 517-244-1118 to request an application. 
 Repairs will be done Saturday April 26, 2008, in a one day blitz to 
approximately 25 homes in Ingham County.  If you are interested in volunteering 
call 517-244-1118 and request a volunteer form. 
 
 
Thrivent Builds/Habitat for Humanity Grant 
Received 
 
Ingham County Chapter of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans has 
received a Thrivent Builds Homes grant for 2008.  This is the third year the 
Ingham County Chapter has received the grant.  Through the grant Thrivent 
Financial for Lutherans funds 65 % of the Habitat for Humanity home, Habitat 
for Humanity funds 25 % of the cost of home and Ingham County Lutheran 
Churches fund 10% of the cost of the home.  
 

Help make a dream of owning a home a reality for some family. 
Pray for this project and provide your time and talents to build a home. 

 
 



  
IMAGE NEWS 

 

Our IMAGE class currently has four clients who meet on 
Monday nights from 7-8:30 p.m.  With the help of the 

volunteers, they are working on self -esteem building, barrier 
identification and resolution, goal setting, decision-making, networking, 
time management and communication skills.  All four are taking 
advantage of the childcare provided and the free diapers distributed to 
class participants. 
 

You can get involved in this worthwhile ministry by  spreading the 
word about the program, volunteering, donating diap ers and wipes 
or healthy snacks.  
 

Please take the time to learn more about this minis try program.  
There are brochures on the ledge in the narthex or feel free to contact 
one of the members of the volunteer team:  Melissa Bloomfield, Julie 
Anderson, Kay Meints, Craig Anderson, Kelly Anderson and Blake 
Nyquist 
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Three Weeks 
 
Everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a 
wise man who built his house on the rock.  Matthew 7:24 
 
Years ago I read somewhere that it takes three weeks to form a habit.  If you do 
something daily, or at least regularly, for three weeks, it easily becomes a habit.  
I put this information to good use when I quit smoking in my twenties.  Instead 
of kicking the smoking habit, I made a new habit of not smoking.  I figured if I 
could manage to live like a non-smoker for three weeks, I could become a non-
smoker.  So each day I practiced not smoking, and sure enough, after about three 
weeks, the addiction had subsided and I viewed myself as a former smoker rather 
than a smoker trying to quit.  The next step was to build up my defenses against 
a major pitfall—the urge to light up again under stress.  But that is another story. 
 
Recently, I heard of another three-week principle.  Apparently there is a human 
tendency to stop noticing things after about three weeks.  Say an electrical outlet 
goes out in your living room and you think, “I’d better get that fixed.”  But you 
are too busy to do it now, so you move the lamp and put the TV on an extension 
cord for now.  You are still busy on the weekend, and pretty soon three weeks 
have gone by, the outlet still doesn’t work, and the extension cord doesn’t even  

(Continued) 
 



register consciously in your field of vision.  The three-week principle says this:  
if you haven’t taken care of the problem within three weeks, you will 
probably be in the same situation three years later.  In those first three weeks, 
you developed a habit of ignoring it.  Everything we have—material goods, 
family and friends, our bodies, our minds, our time—comes from God and 
ultimately belongs to God.  We are merely stewards, caretakers of what is His.  
Because we are human, if we neglect to care for anything He has put in our 
charge for as little as three weeks, it’s easy to form a habit of neglect that can last 
three years or more.  But we can turn that around by developing new habits of 
care. 
 
Is there something in your life that needs fixing?  Is there a new habit you’d like 
to form?   
 
This newsletter comes out a little more than three weeks before Christmas.  
That’s time enough to form a new habit.  What if every day between now and 
Christmas we practiced giving a sincere compliment to our spouse or child?  
What if each day until December 25, we practiced setting aside a few minutes to 
spend in prayer or reading the Bible?  What if every day for the next three 
weeks, we selected one person—a coworker, a checkout clerk, the letter carrier, 
or the UPS guy—and chose to see them through the eyes of God, greet them 
warmly, and make them feel appreciated?  What if each day, we made a small 
effort to mention how God has blessed us, how faith has strengthened us, or what 
a difference it has made in our lives to be active in church?  Could we make a 
habit of treating everyone around us with kindness and respect?  Could we make 
a habit of living in love? 
 
Elizabeth Witt 
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 "Reading about nature is fine, but if a person 
walks in the woods and listens carefully, he can 
learn more than what is in books, for they speak 
with the voice of God."    
 

                             -- George Washington Carver�

Tip of the Month: In case you have put off buying CFL light bulbs due 
to their mercury content, please know that the Lansing Board of 
Water and Light now accepts used CFLs for safe disposal, at their 
Customer Service Dept., 1232 Haco Drive, Lansing.�
�

                                                                 The Green Team would love to hear from you. 
                                                  Contact Lindsay Cramer, Barb Paff or Dave Szymanski 



 
QUILTING NEWS 
 
The 2007 quilt year has been a wonderful 
one.   Each group has been active in covering 
the world in quilts.   We have not only made 
quilts to provide a tangible gift of prayer, we 
have made wall hangings to remind each 
other of the gift of friendship.   As Linda Wells 
wrote in her President's Message: Friends are 

threads of gold in the quilt of life.�
  
A grant from the Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS) will 
provide funds to expand The Quilt Index.  The Quilt Index is a joint digital 
collections project of The Alliance for American Quilts and Michigan State 
University.  The Quilt Index will soon contain images of 50,000 quilts and 
related historical information.   This is the development of a way to 
present and preserve a cultural heritage. 
  
You are invited to visit the MSU Museum to see the following 
exhibits:  Redwork exhibit now through January 4, 2008.  A redwork quilt 
is made with a white background using red embroidery floss to outline the 
design. This work was made popular during the 1876 Centennial 
Exposition in Philadelphia.  The exhibit includes pieces from the Deborah 
Harding Redwork Collection, which the MSU museum acquired in 2001.  
  
Quilts & Human Rights - Jan. 15 - May 15, 2008 - This exhibit explores 
the role that quilt makers have played in raising awareness of human 
rights issues around the world. 
  
In September, the MSU Museum hosted a giant fabric sale.  Suzanne 
Handel donated her fabric to the Great Lakes Quilt Center.  One third of 
this fabric was sold and the museum made over $7,770.   Plans are 
being made for another sale - I'll let you know the date of the next sale as 
soon as I hear - you won't want to miss it. 
  
Continue to pray for those individuals who have received prayer quilts 
and are in need of healing, strength and comfort. 
  
Have a joyous Christmas - thank God for Jesus. 
  
Betty Wilson 
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DECEMBER READINGS 
 

 
Sunday, December 2  

First Sunday of Advent  
Isaiah 2:1–5 
Psalm 122 

 Romans 13:11–14 
Matthew 24:36–44 

 
 
      Sunday, December 9           Sunday, December 16  
Second Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent 
           Isaiah 11:1-01               Isaiah 35:1-01 
       Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19            Psalm 146:5-10 
          Romans 15:4-13               James 5:7-10 
           Matthew 3:1-12              Matthew 11:2-11      
 

 
Sunday, December 23  

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
    Isaiah 7:10–16 

Psalm 80:1–7, 17–19 
 Romans 1:1–7 

Matthew 1:18–25                               

				
Sunday, December 30  

First Sunday of Christmas 
Isaiah 63:7–9 

Psalm 148 
Hebrews 2:10–18 
Matthew 2:13–23 
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01     Ronald Womboldt   18     Michael Wilber 
02     Lois Wickenhiser   19     Erik Bertilrud 
         Gabriel Hausbeck   22     Lorenzo Hausbeck 
04     Abbie Smith   24     Andrew Asch 
05     Rene Shireman    26     Judy Strieter 
07     Sharon Brehmer   30     Bernice Green 
08     Marlene Sabrosky   31     Pat Reynolds 
10     Cheryl Oak            Larry Howser 
13     Jacqueline Johnson 
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��� Chuck & Sue Nelson                                12/10/83 
   Tom & Pam Stave        12/28/97 

����
  
Please note:  If your birthday or anniversary is NOT listed and it 
should be, it is because we do not have it on file.  If you would like 
to have your day recognized in the future, please let the office 
know.   
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To Our St. Paul Family, 
 

Your thoughts, concern, and loving support during the difficult time of 
Rick's father's death was felt with much appreciation.  Thank you for the 
monetary donations. The money was given to the home church,  
St. John's Lutheran of Ford City, PA, for a memorial fund to honor  
Eugene S. Klingensmith. 
 
With Love, 
Kathy & Rick Klingensmith 
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Check out the display on the table in the narthex 
for more alternative holiday gift ideas! 

 
 
 


