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There are a lot of activities planned this month, including some new ones: 
 

· We will be hosting a new FA Food Addicts Support Group here at 
Saint Paul.  It is a 12-Step program similar to Alcoholics Anonymous 
or Narcotics Anonymous. It will be a weekly meeting, on Sunday 
evenings from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m.  This is the only group of FA at present 
in the Lansing area. There is no charge to attend. Persons with all types 
of food eating disorders from anorexia or bulimia to obesity are 
welcome to attend. This is a weekly support group that will begin on 
Nov. 4th. 

 

· Nov. 4th Rev. Robert Mayer from The Enrichment Group will do a 
presentation about what they do for a capital funds stewardship 
program during Adult Forum at 9:45 a.m. and a short Temple Talk 
during worship. 

 

· Also on Nov. 4th, Tim Higgins & Matt Schartow will do a martial 
arts demonstration/ humor/biblical story presentation at 7:00 p.m. 
for youth and any members who want to attend. There is no charge. It is 
their ministry. 

 

· Former Bishop, Gary Hansen, will be our preacher on Sunday, 
November 18th at both services. This is also Thank Offering Sunday. 

 
· Congregational Annual Meeting on Sunday, November 11th, at 1:00 

p.m.  We will provide pizza and pop after worship. Come and join us 
before the meeting.  Please sign up so we know how much pizza to 
order. 

 
· A new Support Group for “Those Who are Struggling” will begin 

on Sunday, Nov. 18th at 7:00 p.m. This is an opportunity for those 
who struggle with their faith, who have doubts, and who want to 
explore their questions of God and life. To help us begin this process 
John McPhail, a licensed counselor will be with us to get us started.       
                                               (Cont'd) 



      We've recently heard of the struggles that Mother Theresa had in her   
      faith life. The dark times that can cause us to question and doubt can  
      come to anyone. Let us explore these questions together. There is no  
      charge. We are planning this to be on the 3rd Sunday of the month as       
      long  as there is an interest. 

 
· Sunday, November 25th, the Covenant Players will join us at both 

worship services with Christian drama.  
 
Thanksgiving Services: 
 
· An Interfaith Thanksgiving Worship will be held on Tuesday, Nov. 

20th at 7:00 p.m.  at University United Methodist Church on South 
Harrison on Campus. This will involve the Christian, Jewish, and 
Muslim communities of our area. The message will be presented by 
Rabbi Amy Bigman from Congregation Shaarey Zedek. The offering 
will be split between Refugee Services and the Lansing Food Bank. 
Pastor Rich will be a part of this worship. 

 
· St. Paul's Thanksgiving Eve Worship will be on Wed. Nov. 21st at 

7:00 p.m.  There will be No Bible Study that evening. 
            
A special thanks to all who planned and participated in the stewardship 
musical, “To the Castle.” There were many who took part in all the 
different aspects of this event including, planning, publicizing, practicing, 
performing, decorating, costuming, directing, food preparation and serving. 
About 80 people attended and around 30 were involved in the performance 
for a total of 110 participants.  It was mentioned by someone that it might be 
good to do a play or musical before next Thanksgiving, because it is 
becoming the “forgotten holiday.” 
 
Thanks also to all who helped house members of the Saint Olaf Band on 
the 15th of  October.  I believe it was a blessing to all who heard the fine 
band and who hosted the young people from St. Olaf College. Thanks again. 
 
                        May you have a blessed Thanksgiving. 
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Financial Report  

through September 2007 
   Over/Under 

   Budget 
 9/30/07  Year-to-Date   Year-to-Date  

    
Budgeted Income  $13,971.13 $108,542.71 $6,818.68 
Budgeted Expenses  $9,849.20 $111,099.89 ($8,477.05) 

Difference  $   4,121.93   $  (2,557.18) ($1,658.37) 
    
September had 5 Sudays. So we made up some ground. We are only 
$2,550.00 behind year-to-date.  Thank you for giving genreously!! 
Keep up the good work in November.   
    
    
Roof Replacement Loan    
Total Paid  $  31,490.00       
Repaid  $  21,929.04    
Received this month $290.00   

Still Owed $9,270.96   
   ��������	
  

 



OCTOBER 2007 COUNCIL NOTES  
�

· St. Paul will have a cleaning day on Nov. 10 from 
       9 a.m.-3 p.m.    
 

· Council approved of St. Paul hosting a Food Addicts (FA) group on 
Sunday evenings. The group will be led by Pastor Bigham-Tsai.    

 

· It is likely there will be limited usable space for groups at St. Paul 
during any construction in 2008. All on-going groups are asked to 
submit a Building Use Request for 2008 in order to work out 
scheduling and space reservations.      

 

· Sunday School will use its offerings to put towards a contribution to the 
Heifer Project. The actual animal(s) they will be purchasing is yet to be 
determined.    

 

· A bill has been submitted for engineering and architectural costs that 
have been incurred towards the building expansion project. Monies to 
pay the cost will be first taken from the building expansion fund, with 
any remaining balance being taken from the Thrivent savings account as 
approved by the congregation.      

 

· On Nov. 4, Rev. Robert Mayer from Enrichment will do a presentation 
about what they do for a capital funds stewardship program during 
Adult class and a short presentation during worship.  

 

· Former Bishop, Gary Hansen, will present the sermon at St. Paul on 
Sunday, November 18th at both services.    

 

· The council approved numbers for the revised 2008 Budget to present 
to the congregation at the annual meeting.    

 

· The unified budget fund received $13,975.13 income during 
September, which was $2,672.46 above the amount needed to meet the 
estimate of giving. The unified budget needs to receive $11,302.67 each 
month to meet the estimated giving. We are $6,822.67 above the 
amount needed through September to meet the estimate of giving. The 
total of all funds received in September was $15,297.82. We are only 
$2,500.00 in the hole year-to-date.  That is not where the Treasurer 
would like us to be, but it could be a lot worse. Thank you for giving 
generously this month so we can pay the bills. Please keep up the good 
work!  

  
Submitted by Blake Nyquist, Secretary 
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               Thank you  
to those of you who participate in the 
Meijer Community Rewards Program! 
 

                                        We received a check for $103.62 in October.     
                                  The proceeds are used to support the Youth Group.				
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Building Project Update  
 
Just a few quick updates on the building project. 
 

 
�� Currently, we are waiting for our property to be given a zoning 

designation.  As you remember, our property was annexed into East 
Lansing last year.  Since that annexation, we have not been given a 
zoning designation.  The city planner has made a recommendation that 
we be zoned as "B1" which will allow us to proceed with our building 
project without the need for zoning variances.  This zoning designation 
is currently under review by the city attorney and then needs to be 
approved by the City of East Lansing Planning Commission and City 
Council.  This process has been under way since July and may take 
another 60-90 days.  

�� Preliminary site plans for the proposed construction project has been 
completed by civil engineers.  Once we have a zoning designation, 
these plans will need to be presented to and approved by City of East 
Lansing Planning Commission.   

�� As we stated in the spring, our goal is to bring before the congregation 
this fall a final plan with estimated costs and that is satisfactory with the 
City of East Lansing.  We are still hoping to meet this goal, however 
delays in getting administrative approvals from the City of East Lansing 
may alter this schedule.   
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THANKSGIVING FOOD BASKETS   

 

This year we hope to provide food and personal needs items to 
eight families. Sign-up sheets for food items and drivers will be in 
the narthex soon.  All donated items must be at the church by 
noon on Friday, November 16th.  The baskets will be packed 
and delivered on Saturday the 19th at 11:00 a.m.  As always, 

cash donations are greatly appreciated as well. 
 They will be used to purchase fresh fruits and 
vegetables and any other needed items that 
are not brought in.   If you have any 
questions, please contact Mary Claucherty or 

  Julie Anderson. 



  
Thank you to everyone who 
has been saving the labels 

for education.  
 

 Please be sure to leave the 
upc codes intact when cutting the labels off.   Thank you.  

 
 If you have any questions, contact Judy Strieter. 

 
 
   

 
ACTION FOR LSSM 

 

BE ON THE LOOKOUT FOR THE CHRISTMAS 
GIFTS FOR FOSTER CHILDREN PROGRAM 

 

     COMING SOON TO A NARTHEX NEAR YOU! 
 
 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
Have any of you experienced being more thankful in 
the month of November than in the other 11 
months???  I feel that way today…it has been almost 
two years since the first prayer quilt was presented…    

                             the love, support and power of those prayers continue. 
 
It is gratifying to be able to present a tangible gift of prayer.  I thank God 
for this ministry, for all the sponsors who identified a need, for the quilters 
who have pieced tops, for the recipients who allow us to pray for them, 
and everyone who ties a knot and offers a prayer.  Everyone is needed 
for a prayer quilt. 
 
Have a blessed Thanksgiving.  If you know of someone in need of prayer 
for any reason, please make a referral.  You may contact Pastor Rich, 
Julie or me. 
 
In Christ's Love, 
 
Betty Wilson 



 

IMAGE UPDATE 
 

Our IMAGE class currently has three clients who meet on Monday nights 
from 7-8:30 p.m.  With the help of the volunteers, they are working on 
self -esteem building, barrier identification and resolution, goal setting, 
decision-making, networking, time management and communication 

skills.  All three are taking advantage of the childcare provided and the 
free diapers distributed to class participants. 

 
You can get involved in this worthwhile ministry by  spreading the 

word about the program, volunteering, donating diap ers and wipes 
or healthy snacks.  

 
If you would like to learn more about IMAGE  there are brochures on 

the ledge in the narthex or feel free to contact one of the members of the 
volunteer team:  Melissa Bloomfield, Julie Anderson, Kay Meints,  

Craig Anderson, Kelly Anderson and Blake Nyquist 
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Deciding to Give 
 
Everyone should give what he has decided in his 
heart to give, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.  And 

God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all 
times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. 
2Cor 9:7-8 
 
When I was a little kid, my grandparents’ elderly neighbors died, and 
their farm was sold to someone else.  My dad took my brother, who was 
probably about 7 or 8, along when he went down to meet the new 
neighbor.  “Say, this a nice place you’ve got here,” said my brother.  
“How much did you pay for it?”  I suppose it was natural for a kid that 
age to be curious about a thing like that, but the neighbor let him know 
in no uncertain terms that he was not about to divulge that sort of 
information and that a boy should know better than to ask. 
 

(Continued) 



To some extent, we all feel that way about money.  It’s nobody else’s 
business how much we make, how much we spend, or how much we 
give to charity.  For as long as I have been a Christian, I have tried to 
give back to God about 10% of what I get.  Sometimes it has been a little 
less, sometimes a little more.  Many years, only about 6% has gone to 
my local congregation, leaving 4% for other worthy causes.  Still, in the 
years of poverty and the years of plenty, I don’t like to let others know 
how much—or how little—I earn.  
 
So why do I fill out the estimate of giving card every year?  To be 
honest, I do so with a little trepidation—I still don’t really like to let 
people know how much, or how little, I have to give.  It helps to know 
that probably only one person, or at most two, will actually see the 
amounts that individuals and families have pledged.  I have been on the 
stewardship committee for several years now, and believe me, we don’t 
have a clue as to who gives how much!  We only see the total amounts, 
along with the rest of the congregation.   
 
The main reason I fill out the card each year is because I know that it is 
important for the people of St. Paul to be good stewards at the 
congregational level.  In order to manage our resources wisely, it’s 
important to have some realistic idea of how much money we will have 
to work with in the coming year.  But I have also found that providing an 
estimate of giving has benefits for my personal stewardship.  It reminds 
me to think about the possibility of my income going up or down in the 
coming year and how I might adjust my giving to account for the change. 
 Usually I get a small raise, and this allows me to increase what I can 
give each year.  It reminds me to give regularly and not to forget my 
offering just because I am out of town on the Sunday after payday.  It 
reminds me to think about all the wonderful ministries that go on here at 
St. Paul—made possible because we all choose to give.  Most of all, it 
reminds me of all that God has given to me over the past year, helps me 
to trust that He will meet my needs in the coming year, and calls me 
back to an attitude of gratitude. 
 
Whether you have much or little to give, I hope you will choose to 
provide an estimate of giving for next year.  Whether you do or not, may 
God fill your heart with gratitude and help you to discover joy in giving. 
 
Elizabeth Witt 
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“To live, we must daily break the body and shed the 
blood of Creation.  The point is, when we do this 

knowingly, lovingly, skillfully, reverently, it is a 
sacrament; when we do it ignorantly, greedily, clumsily, 
destructively, it is a desecration…in such desecration, 

we condemn ourselves to spiritual and moral loneliness, 
and others to want.”  -  Wendell Berry 

Tip of the Month: If you buy locally-produced food, you can bypass 
the energy and fuel needed to pack, transport & refrigerate it from 
elsewhere, not to mention that you'll be supporting local food 
producers.  Did you know you can even buy locally-grown 
seafood?  (Shrimp Farm Market, 3450 Meridian Rd., 517-347-4999)�

                                                                     The Green Team would love to hear from you.
                                                      Contact Lindsay Cramer, Barb Paff or Dave Szymanski 
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NOVEMBER READINGS 
 

                                  Sunday, November 4  
                                  All Saints Sunday  

Daniel 7:1–3, 15–18 
Psalm 149 

Ephesians 1:11–23 
Luke 6:20–31 

 
Sunday, November 11  

Job 19:23–27a 
Psalm 17:1–9 

2 Thessalonians 2:1–5, 13–17 
Luke 20:27–38 

 
Sunday, November 18  

Malachi 4:1–2a 
Psalm 98 

2 Thessalonians 3:6–13 
Luke 21:5–19 

 
Sunday, November 18  

                                  Jeremiah 23:1–6 
                                  Psalm 46 

                                  Colossians 1:11–20 
                                  Luke 23:33–43 
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Please note:  If your birthday or anniversary is NOT listed and it should 
be, it is because we do not have it on file.  If you would like to have your 
day recognized in the future, please let the office know.   
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Congratulations to Paul & Tracy Collins!  
Caroline Elizabeth was born Tuesday, 
September 25th.  She weighed 6 lbs, 14 oz. and 
was 18 1/2" long.  Paul reports that mother and  
baby are doing well.   

 
Congratulations to Emily Kaiser and Al Gordon Dyer Jr.  
They were married at St. Paul on October 7th. 
 
 

				Rick Klingensmith's father passed away on October 
 15th.  Our sympathies go out to him and his family. 
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December              NO EVENT   (Christmas Break) 
 

Any  questions, call Char or Terry Smith  517-339-8784 



GET INVOLVED WITH ONE 
OF THE FELLOWSHIP 
OPPORTUNITIES AT  
ST. PAUL!   				
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Many water bottles and recyclable items are being 

thrown in the trash.  Please be a  responsible 
steward of the earth and  place these items in the 

brown Granger recycling bin in the coat area. 
 

Items that can be recycled include milk jugs, 
newspapers, white or brown glass, magazines, water bottles, office 

paper and cans.  If you have any questions, please see Julie. 
 
 

 
PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDAR: 

 
ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 11TH , 1:00 P.M. 

 
          PIZZA WILL BE PROVIDED FOR LUNCH. 

 
(PLEASE SIGN-UP SO WE KNOW HOW MUCH PIZZA TO ORDER.) 

 

 
 
CLEAN UP DAY 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 9:00 AM-3:00 PM 
 

Many hands make quick work. 
Please help us give the church a good fall cleaning.   

For more info contact Mike Feldpausch 
                                       mfeldpausch@sbcglobal.net or 485-3280 
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