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We are trying something new this year in Vacation Bible School. We are going 
together with University Lutheran Church on South Harrison. It should be a great 
time for all the children. Last year, you may remember, we had a number of 
international guests from around the world at our VBS. They plan to have a lot 
of children from the International community that surrounds their church. It can 
be a great opportunity for our children to share this experience of learning about 
God's love with children from other nations. That is Monday, July 9th through 
Friday, July 13th.  
 
On Sunday, July 22nd, we will have two services, our regular 9:30AM service 
and a second service at 11:00AM at Bremer's Grove. We have been given a 
beautiful spot of nature, so we hope you will take advantage of this blessing and 
join us at one or the other of our services that day. My sister and her pastor 
husband will be here that weekend and they will share with us about their recent 
mission trip to Russia. Council says we can pass a bucket at that service to get 
some donations to help repair the cabin. We need someone to volunteer to 
organize the picnic after the Outdoor Worship. Please contact me if you are 
willing to do this. 
 
I'm going to be on vacation most of the last half of July, except I will be at 
Sunday worship and I will be available for emergencies. Other than that I plan 
not to be in the office and there will be no Wednesday Night service on the 4th , 
(Independence Day) or 18th, & 25th of July. 
 
We will have two meetings with Keith Mundy, Stewardship Specialist for the 
ELCA beginning on Tuesday, August 14th from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. He will help us 
plan our approach to stewardship and giving, as we look to go ahead with the 
building expansion. This planning time is open to every member and we want 
your input. The more of us who attend the better ideas we will have to develop a 
sound financial program for the next several years. The Stewardship Team has 
worked with Rev. Mundy during the past year and has enjoyed his wisdom and 
insights. He's a lively speaker and it will be a good and worthwhile time. There 
will be another event with him in mid September. 
 

(Continued) 



On the last Saturday of August, the 25th, there are two noteworthy events I would 
like to mention. Our Youth group will hold a Car Wash that day and the Rev. 
John Schleicher will be installed as Bishop of the North West Lower Michigan 
Synod of the ELCA at Trinity Lutheran Church in Midland at 1:00 p.m. You are 
invited to both events.  
 
This is the time of year we get to have a break from the usual routines of life. 
Have a refreshing summer and remember: Jesus brings true joy to life. Have a 
blessed time and return recharged. 

 
��������������������������������������������������� ����������
�

 
  

                      July Highlights 
 

          Office Manager on vacation June 30-July 15 
                      Pastor on vacation July 16-27 
 
 04     Happy Fourth of July  
           (Office Closed/No Service) 
 
 09      Vacation Bible School begins at ULC 
 
 19      ACTION for LSSM Christmas in July 
 
 21      Youth Group Car Wash for Expansion Project 
 
 22      Outdoor Service at Bremer's Grove followed by a picnic 

 
   

August Highlights 
 
 14     Keith Mundy Stewardship Specialist 
 
 23     Red Cross Blood Drive at St. Paul     
 
 25     Youth Group Car Wash for Expansion Project 
           Installation of Rev. Schleicher as Bishop 
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2007 Council Members 
 

Melissa Bloomfield  Pastor Moe 
Paul Collins                       Blake Nyquist 
Bev Johnson             Steve Opp 
Buck Kuisel                       Bob Reynolds 
Kay Meints                       Anne Smith 
 

 
 

Financial Report  
May 2007 

   Over/Under 
   Budget 

 5/31/07  Year-to-Date   Year-to-Date  
    
Budgeted Income  $11,110.24 $61,889.51 $5,376.16 
Budgeted Expenses  $11,973.83 $60,808.01 ($7,233.33) 

Difference  $     (863.59)  $   1,081.50  ($1,857.17) 
    

May was a good month.  We still have more income than expenses 
for the year. But we did not cover expenses for the month of May. 
I am afraid that we will NOT make payroll on July 15th if the offerings 
on July 1st and July 9th are low because of the Fourth of July holiday. 
Please, please, please keep up with your pledges over the summer! 
    
    
Roof Replacement Loan    
Total Paid  $  31,490.00    
Repaid  $  21,365.32    
Received this month $21.00      

Still Owed $10,103.68   
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JUNE 2007 COUNCIL NOTES  
 
 
-Megan Verhougstraete , daughter of Amy (Buzzita) and Brian 
Verhougstraete, will be baptised during worship on July 15. 
 
-Pastor Rich will be on vacation the second half of July. He will 
still preach on the two Sundays (15 and 22). There will not be 
Wednesday night service (18 and 25) and he will not have office 
hours during this time. He will remain available for any 
emergencies.  
 
-There will be an outdoor worship at Bremer's Grove  on July 22 
at 11am. There will also be a regular service at St. Paul at 
9:30am. Offering at the outdoor service will go towards repairs of 
the building on the property.  
 
-St. Paul is in need of a Food Basket Coordinator  for 
Thanksgiving and Easter. Please contact Julie Anderson if 
interested. 
 
-The Property Committee has selected Skip Corbin of Oakwood 
Architectural  to provide architectural services for the St. Paul 
expansion project. Skip has already provided several suggestions 
and useful insights that demonstrate he is very willing to work with 
St. Paul on making the project a success.  
 
-The unified budget fund received $11,110.24 income during May, 
which was $191.43 under the amount needed to meet the 
estimate of giving.  The unified budget needs to receive 
$11,302.67 each month to meet the estimated giving. Total of all 
funds received was $12, 547.76. May was a good month. We are 
still in the black! Please consider using the "Simply Giving" 
program to keep up with your pledge if you are going to out of 
town for any part of the summer. Thank you for keeping expenses 
below budget. 
 
-Submitted by Blake Nyquist, Secretary 
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VBS will take place at University Lutheran this yea r. 
Please turn registrations in to St. Paul by July 8t h. 

Contact Donna Grooms at 655-9133 if you can volunte er to 
help at VBS. 
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SPYg (St. Paul Youth Group) 
SUMMER CALENDAR 

7-12 Grades 
      

Youth Advisors:  Mark & Cindy Martin 
 
Please let Mrs. Cindy know if you will be attending prior to events by email, 
home or cell phone. This is important so that any arrangements needed for the 
event can be made, especially if we need drivers.  Thanks! 

 
June 21-July 8, 2007 Ledges Playhouse Theatre Co and Lansing Civic 

Players present “Godspell” at the Ledges Playhouse 
Fitzgerald Park, Grand Ledge.  Youth, parents and 
families are encouraged to attend Thurs 7:30 p.m; 
Friday & Sat 8:00 p.m., Sunday 2 p.m.  Information 
on Youth Group Bulletin Board. 

 
July 21, 2007  Service Project: Car Wash  - St. Paul Parking Lot 

9:00-12:00 noon.  Proceeds to raise money for church 
expansion project.  Youth bring towels; wear 
appropriate clothing.  Thrivent will be giving a 
monetary gift towards project. 

 
July 28, 2007  Thrivent Rocks the Park - Free Concert in Midland 

Event 2:00 p.m.; Concert 6:00 p.m. – Youth, parents 
and families are encouraged to participate in this 
event located at the Chippewassee Park.  Poster on 
youth bulletin board for more info. 

     
August 10-12, 2007 Camping/Rafting Trip – Baldwin, MI 
   Permission/Medical Release Forms will be available  

end of June.   We will camp at the Pere Marquette 
Campground and raft the Pere Marquette River; this 
event is open to SPYg members only due to funds. 

 
August 25, 2007   Service Project: Car Wash  - St. Paul Parking Lot 

9:00-12:00 noon.  Proceeds to raise money for church 
expansion project.  Youth bring towels; wear 
appropriate clothing. 
 
(Continued) 



November 10, 2007  Younker’s Community Day Sale  
YG inviting Congregation to help sell 
coupons for church building fund expansion 
project – See Cindy Martin for coupon 
booklets 
Volunteers will be needed to sell at Meridian 
Mall – see sign-up sheet on youth bulletin 
board; Coupon booklets available for sale 
July 1, 2007 - Nov 10, 2007. 

 
Dec 2, 2007   Christmas Bake Sale/Gift Wrap Fundraiser  

100% of the proceeds go to the Youth Group 
Fund for activities.  Thrivent will provide a 
monetary gift for this event. 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Youth Group: 
   

Don't forget about our commitment to 
Merlin, our adopted child. 

 
 

________________________________________________ 
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DON'T THROW THOSE INK OR TONER CARTRIDGES AWAY!    
 
Bring in your used ink and toner cartridges and we 
will recycle them for you.  The proceeds from this 
program go to support programs at Lutheran Social 
Services Ministries. So far this year, we have been 
able to donate $291.50 with something that most people throw 
away, and it is environmentally friendly as well.   
��������������������������������������������������
 
 
             Christmas in July  
             Thursday, July 19  
                9 a.m. to 3 p.m.  
 
Bring a salad to share for lunch.   If you have a craft 
that you need help with, bring it with the needed 
supplies or come and help someone else put their craft 
together.  We will make crafts to sell at the craft sale in October to help Child 
and Family services.   Feel free to bring a friend.   Let me know if you plan to 
come, need an electric outlet, or more than one table.�
  
Betty Velat   517-321-4926  or gramma112132@sbcglobal.net 

�
 

LSSM COLLECTION FOR JULY & AUGUST 
 

We are collecting shampoo for the Foster Care Program at 
Lutheran Social Services. 

 

Please place the items in the blue box in the coat area. 
 

If you have any questions please contact 
Betty Velat or Julie Anderson. 

 
Looking ahead…we will be collecting school supplies in 

September, so watch for the sales. 
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Didn't get a chance to sort through your kids clothes for the 
rummage sale?  Here's another chance to get your closets 
and drawers cleaned out for a good cause! 
 
Judson Memorial Baptist Church is part of the Christian 
Services Network.  They operate the Love Clothing Center. 

The center provides new and like new clothing for school age children, sizes 4-
20.  Families make appointments and bring their children in to try on clothes in 
July and August for fall school clothes.  They also distribute winter coats at that 
time.  
 
Clothing should be clean and in new or like new condition.  They are unable to 
accept items with missing buttons or zippers that don't work. 
 
Clothing should be placed in the bin in the coat closet area by July 25th.  Please 
mark them "Love Clothing Center".  If you have any questions, please feel free 
to contact me. 
 
Julie Anderson, Social Ministry Coordinator 
�

 
 
 
 

 
We've raised the roof and sent our check, but the work isn't 
over.  The build is scheduled to continue through the end of July, 
with the dedication scheduled for Sunday, July 29th at 4:00 p.m. 
If you can volunteer contact Sara Casetta at 374-1313 x 20 or at 
volunteer@habitatlansing.org. 
 
Habitat is also planning to have a family day, tentatively set for 
Saturday, July 28th.  Children as young as 6 can participate by 
spreading grass seed, etc. 
 

FYI:  Workers are especially needed on Sunday afternoons 
from 1:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m.  Even though it does not show up on the 
schedule, they frequently have a Tuesday and/or Thursday night 
crew on site.  Check with Sara if you are interested in these shifts. 

Habitat Happenings 
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IMAGE� helps people who are having problems maintaining financial 
stability, or other difficulties.  The program teaches goal setting and helps 
them identify and eliminate barriers that keep them from accomplishing 
their goals.  IMAGE is the first step for families interested in getting into 
the Quality Living Budgeting Program.  To start attending class, just 
show up!  

 

Classes are Monday nights from 7-8:30 p.m. at St. Paul Lutheran 
Church, 3383 E. Lake Lansing Road, East Lansing, 351-8541, 
www.stpaul-el.org 

 

Childcare is available.  It would be helpful if you could let us know ahead 
of time that you will need child care, but not absolutely necessary. 
�
IMAGE is part of the Christian Services/LOVE INC. Network. 
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Before you get caught up in your summer, 
consider enrolling in the "Simply Giving" 
Program.  It is an automated giving program 
from Thrivent designed to help you 
conveniently and consistently support the 

church.  No more running around the house trying to find your checkbook 
or envelopes on Sunday morning or to figure out how much you need to 
give to catch up when you miss.  Your donation will automatically come 
out of your designated account, weekly, monthly, or twice a month.  
Whatever works best for you. Just complete a form, attach a voided 
check, and turn it in to the office. (Forms are available on the ledge in the 
narthex.)  Any questions, ask Julie in the office.  
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Hedges and Faith 
 
It took me a total of about 12 hours to trim my hedge this summer.  I 
didn’t do it all at once, of course, but spread it over several days.  It had 
to be done, as the hedge was threatening to swallow the house.  The 
task seemed arduous and endless, and I remembered that it was not that 
way at all the first time I trimmed the hedge four years ago.  In fact, I 
remember being pleasantly surprised that it went so quickly and easily 
then.  What made it so difficult this year is that I didn’t do it at all last year. 
 
So last year, every branch had an opportunity to not only grow past the 
boundaries set by the edge of the bed, but to grow thicker in its 
extremities.  In the past, when I trimmed to the edge of the bed, I was 
only cutting off new growth.  This year, when I tried to trim the branches 
back to the width of the bed, I had to trim off both the new growth from 
this year and the growth from last year, which by now had become thick 
and sturdy enough to make the loppers protest. 
 
And it occurred to me that if I had shown better stewardship by taking 
care of the hedge last year, I would’ve had a much easier time of it this 
year. 
 
One of the most valuable things God has given to us is the faith to trust in 
Him.  We nourish our faith primarily by staying in contact with His Word.   
 
Sometimes, just as I let the hedge trimming go for a year, I get lax about 
feeding my faith.  I go without reading my Bible for a while.  And the saint 
in me steps back just a bit while the sinner in me steps forward and 
grows a little more bold.  So when I return to a daily reading of God’s 
Word, it takes a little longer to get back to where I need to be spiritually.   
 
I don’t feel too guilty about letting the hedge go last year.  The extra time I 
spent trimming it this year turned out to be time that God used to make 
me think about more important things.  And to tell the truth, if it came 
down to a choice between keeping my hedges trimmed and my house 
cleaned and all my chores done versus taking the time to read my Bible 
and keep my faith strong, I hope I would choose to nourish my faith.  
Stewardship is taking care of all that God has given us, including hedges. 
But part of good stewardship is also setting priorities and choosing the 
more important path. 
 
May God show you the path He has for you this summer and help you to 
make all the right choices. 
 
Elizabeth Witt 
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JULY AND AUGUST READINGS 
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July 1  
1 Kings 19:15–16, 19–21 

Psalm 16 
Galatians 5:1, 13–25 

Luke 9:51–62 
 

July 8  
Isaiah 66:10–14 
Psalm 66:1–9 

Galatians 6:[1–6] 7–16 
Luke 10:1–11, 16–20 

 
July 15  

Deuteronomy 30:9–14 
Psalm 25:1–10 

Colossians 1:1–14 
Luke 10:25–37 

 
July 22  

Ruth 1:6–18 
Psalm 73:23–28 
Acts 13:26–33a 

John 20:1–2, 11–18 
 

July 29  
Genesis 18:20–32 

Psalm 138 
Colossians 2:6–15 [16–19] 

Luke 11:1–13 

 

August 5  
Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12–14; 

2:18–23 
Psalm 49:1–12 

Colossians 3:1–11 
Luke 12:13–21 

 
August 12  

Genesis 15:1–6 
Psalm 33:12–22 

 Hebrews 11:1–3, 8–16 
Luke 12:32–40 

 
August 19  

Jeremiah 23:23–29 
Psalm 82 

Hebrews 11:29—12:2 
Luke 12:49–56 

 
August 26  

Isaiah 58:9b–14 
Psalm 103:1–8 

Hebrews 12:18–29 
Luke 13:10–17 
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04 Christian Claucherty 03 Suzanne Jolicoeur 
05 Nicholas Wolf   Heather Hart 
06 Craig Anderson  05 Brenda Howser 
08 Robbie Grooms  07 Nicholas Stratton 
10 Vicki Pline   Kai Bertilrud 
12 Tyler Brzozowski  08 Scott Ray 
15 Jacob Sevrey  09 Lois Lund 
16 Mark Martin  10 Peary Pearson 
 Stan Strieter  11 Dan Jackson 
19 Brittany Belding  13  Hillary Womboldt 
22 Jamie Gray  16 Alison Claucherty 
26 Woody Brenneman 17 Dee Hartwig 
27 Beth Sevrey  18 Marge Pratt 
28 Rebecca Hayes  19 Katrina Kitts 
 Teagan Singer  21 Holly Kitts 
30 Eric Johnson  22 Pat Keller 
 Michael Johnson  25 Johnathon Singer 
 Caleb Claucherty   Kaitlyn Hynes  
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07/01/00   Blake & Megan Nyquist 
07/01/72  Michael & Helen Wilber 
07/11/87  Michael & Mary Claucherty 
07/12/02  Tim & Rheanna Goodrich 
07/13/85  Garret & Stacy Turk 
07/19/46  Charles & Dorothy Schneider 
07/19/69  Paul & Virginia Cruz 
07/25/64  Gordon & Cheryl Oak 
07/26/95  Terry & Char Smith 
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08/10/68  Jim & Pat Cramer 
08/13/83  Craig & Julie Anderson 
08/16/96  Gabriel Hausbeck & Marissa Cruz 
08/21/82  Bob & Anne Smith 
08/24/74  Mark & Rebecca Hayes 
08/25/00  Dennis & Carol Hart 

  
 (Please note:  If your birthday or anniversary is NOT listed and it should 

be, it is because we do not have it on file.  If you would like to have your day 
recognized in the future, please let the office know.)   
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The Fourth Friday Friends will meet Friday July 27 at the home of Jim & Pat 
Cramer, 5824 Bayonne, Haslett. Phone 339-8029. This promises to be another 
great evening of Food and Fun. This will be a pot-luck beginning at 6:30. Please 
plan on bringing a favorite dish or desert.  Call the Cramer’s if you have any 
questions. 
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Lansing Lug Nuts vs Great Lakes Loons Baseball and LAFCU Fireworks, 7:05 
pm at Oldsmobile Park. Tickets must be purchased from Char Smith at $9.00 
each.  Please purchase your tickets soon. Any questions call Char at 339-8784. 
 



Golfing Opportunities 
 
Two golf outings are coming up in August where 
you can help local charities while enjoying a day 
on the links. 
 
On Saturday August 11, the Mid-Michigan Cat 

Rescue is having their first annual charity golf 
scramble at Centennial Acres Golf Course in Sunfield. The entry 
donation of $75/player includes 18 holes with cart, open driving 
range, all you can eat BBQ and prizes. The start time is 2:30 p.m. 
For more information contact Jim Cramer at (517) 339-8029 
(jrcramer8029@sbcglobal.net) or visit the Mid-Michigan Cat 
Rescue website at www.mmcr.petfinder.com. 
 
On Friday August 17, Christian Services is having their fifth 
annual charity golf scramble at Eldorado Golf Course near Mason. 
The entry donation of $75/player includes 18 holes with cart, lunch 
and prizes. The start time is 9:00 a.m. For more information 
contact Mike Feldpausch at (517) 719-4175 
(mfeldpausch@sbcglobal.net) or Jim Cramer at (517) 339-8029 
(jrcramer8029@sbcglobal.net). Last year our congregation 
sponsored a hole at this golf outing. 
________________________________________________________________ 
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GET INVOLVED WITH ONE OF THE 
FELLOWSHIP OPPORTUNITIES AT ST. PAUL!   
*************************************************** *****�
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To the Castle 
 
We need volunteers to help with 
the Stewardship musical To the 
Castle, by Jay Beech, to be 
presented on October 13th.  We 
need singers, instrumentalists, 
and stage crew.  We have our 

Director-Susan DeRosa, and our Music Director-Sue 
Jacobs.  We also need a Set Crew Chief, Food Coordinator 
for the Pig Roast before the musical, a Communications 
Coordinator, a Sound Mixer, a Costumer and many others.  
All ages are welcome to participate.  Contact Sue Jacobs for 
musical volunteers.  Others contact Pastor Rich.  It will be a 
lot of fun! 
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If you are not familiar with how to use the library,  

the directions are posted by the in-box. 
 

If you have any suggestions for books that we should have in our 
library contact Kelly Anderson at 332-5816. 
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