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A quick report on the most recent Synod Assembly on May 20-22. Our 
lay voting members Rene Shireman and Jim Cramer can fill you in on 
more details. (I will be happy to do so also.) The main task accomplished 
was the election of the new bishop. Gary Hansen is retiring as bishop 
and going on to work for Habitat for Humanity and Thrivent to help 
build houses around the world. I believe this will be rewarding work for 
him. In the election of the new bishop it came down to one vote for the 
difference. The Rev. Lowell Allmen, the Secretary of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) officiated and supervised the 
election. There were five ballots, and almost six if one vote had changed. 
The runner-up was Rev. Dan Ward from Poughkeepsie, New York, a 
former assistant to Bishop Hansen. The new bishop is Rev. John 
Schleicher, current assistant to Bishop Hansen. He will take over the 
office on September 1st.  We dealt with resolutions on Care of the Earth 
and Incarceration of prisoners among others. Another member attended 
as a visitor, Michelle Meints, one of our seminary students.   

During this summer I am planning to study some of our Lutheran 
heritage and use it as the basis of my sermons from Luther's Large 
Catechism. The Large Catechism is a part of the Book of Concord, a 
compilation of writings that are the founding documents of the Lutheran 
Church. Those of us who are pastors are committed to preach and teach 
in accord with these documents as part of our ordination. Most of us are 
familiar with Luther's Small Catechism, which is intended to be taught 
by parents to their children. The Large Catechism is a series of sermons 
on the topics of the 10 Commandments, The Lord's Prayer, The 
Apostles' Creed, the Sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy Communion 
and Confession. At this point I'm planning to read these sermons (with 
some revision) and commentary.  Following worship, if you are 
interested, we can take some time to discuss what we heard in the  
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sermon. This will start after the current Earthkeeping Class.  I plan to 
begin with the 10 Commandments and work through them for the 
summer.  

Most of you know that one of our more active older members, Art 
Kretschman died on May 14th. Art and Joan would often attend 
Wednesday Evening at the 7:00 p.m. Worship. We will miss his 
participation and good humor and we pray Our Lord's comfort and care 
for Joan and family at their loss.  

With the Summer Worship Schedule beginning this week I want to invite 
you to consider worshiping with us on Wednesday at 7:00PM if you will 
be away over the weekend. It is a very informal and short service, you 
can come as you are. We hope you will consider doing this throughout 
the summer if you are going to be away.  May the Lord be with you and 
keep you safely in his care with the summer travel and activities. Have a 
blessed time of re-creation. 
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                  June Highlights 

    01  8:30 AM-5:00 PM Rummage Sale 
    02 8:30 AM-5:00 PM Rummage Sale  

    02 5:00 PM             2nd Annual Interfaith Pi cnic  
                         @ Sharrey Zedek 

  
    03 9:30 AM              Wash N' Worship  
    03 After worship  Ice Cream Social ��
�
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2007 Council Members 
Melissa Bloomfield  Pastor Moe 
Paul Collins                       Blake Nyquist 
Bev Johnson             Steve Opp 
Buck Kuisel                       Bob Reynolds 
Kay Meints                       Anne Smith 

Financial Report  
April 2007 

   Over/Under  
   Budget  

 4/30/07  Year-to-Date  Year-to-Date 
     
Budgeted Income  $16,069.34 $50,789.27 $5,578.59 
Budgeted Expenses  $12,374.63 $48,834.16 ($6,092.03)

Difference  $   3,694.71  $   1,955.11 ($513.44)
    

April was an excellent month. Income was at 112% of budget and 
expenses remain below budget (89%). Both for this month and year-to-date,
we actually had more income than expenses for the first time this year. 
Thank you!! 
      
      
     
     
Roof Replacement Loan     
Total Paid  $  31,490.00    
Repaid  $  21,090.32    
Received this month $275.00    

Still Owed $10,124.68    
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MAY 2007 COUNCIL NOTES   

�� A St. Paul email list is going to be created for the purpose 
of sending out news and announcements to Congregation 
members. This is to disseminate information that should 
be spread in a quicker fashion than weekly 
announcements at church services. Details will be 
available once the list is setup. 

�� Council approved Buck Kuisel and Mike Feldpausch 
forming an ad-hoc committee to explore possible financing 
options for any potential building project at St. Paul. 
Additionally, a new fund has been created for building 
expansion funds. 

�� A new LCD projector and stand have been purchased for 
the church.  Jim & Pat Cramer and Dave & Anne 
Szymanski are thanked for their contributions. 

�� An outdoor service at Bremer's Grove is under 
consideration. There would be a 9:30am service at St. 
Paul, and an 11am service outdoors at the property. Date 
is yet to be determined. 

�� The Stewardship Committee is planning to hold meetings 
with Keith Mundy from ELCA Stewardship in August and 
September to help develop a three-year stewardship plan. 

�� The unified budget fund received $16,069.34 income 
during April, which was $4766.67 above the amount 
needed to meet the estimate of giving. The unified budget 
needs to receive $11,302.67 each month to meet the 
estimated giving. Total of all funds received was 
$18,455.01.  With Palm/Passion Sunday, Easter, and 5 
Sundays, April was a very, very good month. For the first 
time this year budgeted income is greater than budgeted 
expenses, not only for the month, but for the year. Thank 
you to all who gave more or spent less! 

-Submitted by Blake Nyquist, Secretary 
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SPRING/SUMMER CALENDAR 

7-12 Grades 
      

Youth Advisors:  Mark & Cindy Martin 

Please let Mrs. Cindy know if you will be attending prior to events by 
email, home or cell phone. This is important so that any arrangements 
needed for the event can be made, especially if we need drivers.  
Thanks! 

June, 14, 2007  Cedar Point Trip – YPAL activity w/ Grace United 
Methodist Church; Deadline for reservation 5/13; 
Cost $55.00 for ticket/bus  pass – need to pay Mrs. 
Cindy by June 3!  You will need monies for food and 
souvenirs – Leaving Grace @ 6 a.m. sharp! Returning 
12:00 midnight!  You will need to make arrangements 
to be dropped off and picked up 

July/August 2007  Dates yet to be confirmed – Car Wash to help raise  
money for church expansion fund* 

    
August 10-12, 2007 Tentative Date:  Camping Trip 

November 2007  Younker’s Community Day Sale Fundraiser* 
   YG inviting Congregation to help sell coupons for  

church building  fund expansion project 

Dec 2, 2007  Christmas Bake Sale/Gift Wrap Fundraiser* 
   100% of proceeds to Youth Group Fund activities

*Upon Approval from St. Paul Council 
________________________________________________________________ 

Youth Group:  Don't forget about our 
commitment to our adopted child. 
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St. Paul would like to thank the Sunday School Teachers who gave of 
their time and talents this year in teaching the children.  Thanks to 

Melissa Bloomfield, Kim Brzozowski, Lynne Fortune, Kristin Hynes, 
Bev Johnson, Inga Opp, Mary Claucherty, Judy Neiberg, Cindy Martin, 
Anne Smith, Jamie Gray and Fred Hartwig.  Also, thanks to Suzanne 

Jolicoeur for prepapring snacks for the children every Sunday.  If anyone 
would like to help with Sunday School next year please speak with 

Donna Grooms or any one of the above mentioned teachers.  We are 
always looking for extra help!!! 
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DON'T THROW THOSE INK JET CARTRIDGES AWAY!    
Bring them in and we will recycle them for you.  The 
proceeds from this program go to support programs 
at Lutheran Social Services Ministries. In 2006 we 
were able to donate nearly $700.00 to LSSM with 
something that most people throw away.    
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I'll be ordering coffee again early in June, so 
please let me know by June 1 if you want to order 
anything.  We won't be able to order chocolate 
again until October, sorry.  Barb Paff 

�
  

LSSM COLLECTION FOR JUNE 

We are collecting shampoo and combs 
 for the foster care program at Lutheran Social Services. 

Please place the items in the blue box in the coat area. 

If you have any questions please contact 
Betty Velat or Julie Anderson. 
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    As we are bound together by the threads in this quilt, we are also 
bound together by your love through Jesus Christ.
Bless, we pray, each person represented, each individual congregation 
and your church in the world.
  
Where there is sickness, we pray for healing.
Where there is distress, we pray for strength.
Where there is sadness, we pray for comfort.
Where there is injury, we pray for forgiveness.
  
Hear this prayer and the individual prayers offered in our hearts.
In Jesus' Name,Amen.
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IMAGE� helps people who are having problems maintaining 
financial stability, or other difficulties.  The program teaches 
goal setting and helps them identify and eliminate barriers 
that keep them from accomplishing their goals.  IMAGE is 
the first step for families interested in getting into the Quality 
Living Budgeting Program.  To start attending class, just 
show up!  

Classes are Monday nights from 7-8:30 p.m. at:

St. Paul Lutheran Church 
3383 E. Lake Lansing Road 

East Lansing 
351-8541 

www.stpaul-el.org

Childcare is available.  It would be helpful if you could let us 
know ahead of time that you will need child care, but not 

absolutely necessary. 
�

IMAGE is part of the Christian Services/LOVE INC. Network. 
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The Thrivent Builds and Habitat for Humanity 
build is in desperate need of volunteers.   

Many volunteers have signed up and failed to show up or have 
cancelled at the last minute.  They are now behind on the build.   
To sign up contact Sara Casetta at 374-1313 x 20 or at 
volunteer@habitatlansing.org. 

You must have attended an orientation to sign up.  The next 
scheduled orientation is Monday, June 11th at 7 p.m. at Asbury 
United Methodist Church at 2200 Lake Lansing Road in East 
Lansing.  The class is about an hour.  

FYI:  Even though it does not show up on the schedule, they 
frequently have a Tuesday and/or Thursday night crew on site.  
Check with Sara if you are interested in these shifts. 
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The following description of stewardship is excerpted from a Wikipedia article.  
See http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stewardship_%28theology%29for the full text. 

Stewardship is a theological belief that humans are responsible for the world 
and should take care of it.  Some see environmentalism as a consequence of 
stewardship. In Christian tradition stewardship also refers to the way time, 
talents, material possessions, or wealth are used or given for the service of God.

A biblical view of stewardship can be consciously defined as: the use of God-
given resources for the accomplishment of God-given objectives. The central 
essence of biblical stewardship is managing everything God brings into the 
believer’s life in a manner that honors God and impacts eternity. 

(Continued) 
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Stewardship begins and ends with the understanding of God's ownership of all: 
Revelation 22:13, “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the  

Beginning and the End.” Psalm 24:1, “The earth is the Lord's, and everything in 
it, the world, and all who live in it.” Deuteronomy 10:14, “To the LORD your 
God belong the heavens, even the highest heavens, the earth and everything in 
it.” Leviticus 25:23, "'The land must not be sold permanently, because the land 
is mine and you are but aliens and my tenants.” Job 41:11, “Who has a claim 
against me that I must pay? Everything under heaven belongs to me.”

Stewardship is supported and sustained theologically on the understanding of 
God's holiness as found in such verse as: Genesis 1:2, Psalm 104, Psalm 113, 1 
Chronicles 29:10-20, Colossians 1:16, Revelation 1:8.

A commitment to clear principles, rather than pragmatism, is another facet of 
stewardship.  Many Christians practice the spiritual discipline of intentional 
financial stewardship, giving to churches or other ministries. Fewer, though still 
a significant number, commit time in service to the needy or in other areas, often 
utilizing and donating specialized skills and abilities.

An example would be found in the heavy participation in relief and rebuilding 
projects following hurricane Katrina by Evangelical Christians. Though many 
governmental and non religious benevolence organizations have participated, the 
contributions by religious believers and organizations are recognized to be 
greater by proportion, efficiency, and consistency, motivated by concepts of 
concern for the well-being of others, mercy, and stewardship.

Elizabeth Witt

  
                       SIMPLY GIVING  

IS REALLY SIMPLE! 

Before you get caught up in your summer, consider enrolling in 
the "Simply Giving" Program.  It is an automated giving program 
from Thrivent designed to help you conveniently and consistently 
support the church.  No more running around the house trying to 
find your checkbook or envelopes on Sunday morning or to figure 
out how much you need to give to catch up when you miss.  Your 
donation will automatically come out of your designated account, 
weekly, monthly, or twice a month.  Whatever works best for you. 
Just complete a form, attach a voided check, and turn it in to the 
office. (Forms are available on the table in the narthex where all 
the sign-up sheets are.)  Any questions, ask Julie in the office.  
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JUNE 

READINGS 

June 3  (Holy Trinity)       June 17
Proverbs 8:1–4, 22–31        2 Samuel 11:26—12:10; 12:13–15 
Psalm 8            Psalm 32 
Romans 5:1–5          Galatians 2:15–21 
John 16:12–15          Luke 7:36—8:3 
  

June 10          June 24 (John the Baptist) 
1 Kings 17:17–24         Malachi 3:1–4 
Psalm 30            Psalm 141 
Galatians 1:11–24         Acts 13:13–26 
Luke 7:11–17          Luke 1:57–67 [68–80] 
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Tim and Rheanna Goodrich have moved into their first house.  There 
new address is:  3384 Roswell Drive, Columbus, OH 43227 
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02 Katelyn Howser 
05         Elaine Pentilla 
07         Mary Hoffmann 
08 Shelly Kowalski 

Carl Wilson 
Kim Cramer 

09 Helen Wilber 
Lori Womboldt 

11 Litty Moore 
14 Martha Wolf 
 Jacqueline D'Lamater 
17 Ardyth Claucherty 
18 Shani Turke 
 Jennifer Wolf 
19 Xavier Hausbeck 
22 Roy Pentilla 
 Caitlyn Mullin 
29 Bob Reynolds 
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Hank & Marge Pratt  06/02/62 
Woody & Ruth Brenneman 06/04/50 
Al & Litty Moore  06/20/41 
Ray & Kathy Vugrinovich  06/25/77 
Dan & Donna Grooms  06/27/87 
Tim & Rene Shireman                 06/28/75  

 (Please note:  If your birthday or anniversary is NOT listed and it 
should be, it is because we do not have it on file.   If you would like 

to have your day recognized in the future, please l et the office 
know.)   
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