St. Paul Lutheran Church, East Lansing, Ml May 2007

As | write this, our nation is still recovering frothe loss of the students at
Virginia Technical University. There is much tensiamong the university
campus, some are thinking about the possibilityapfycat killings or worry
about revenge upon Asian students. In a univecsitgmunity like ours with
around 5,000 international students, we need tp keeind their vulnerability
in times like this. It is so easy for some to taki their frustration and anger on
people who may look different. This is one areanghee as a community can
make a difference. We can show the love given tim Ugsus Christ who makes
every person, no matter what nationality, a bro#met sister in Christ. Jesus
came to break down barriers not only between Gadhamankind, but also
between people. Let us do what we can to mencetirs in our social fabric
made by this tragedy.

| want to mention a few special things going orehatrchurch this coming
month of May.

During the Adult Forum at 9:45 we will have sevattferent activities going
on:

May 6" — Our Youth Group will share their learning at t@®nstruction
Zone” near Chicago. Several adults have asked #imruat the things they
learned and did at that event. They have a lohéoes

May 13" I've asked Lindsay Cramer to share with us hegmetrip to
Antarctica. She will have a visual presentatiomglwith her reflections on
this special place.

May 20" — we begin a Four Part Bible Study on the Stewapdsf
Creation, led by Dave & Anne Szymanski & Barb P@fie Bible has a lot
to say on how we care for the earth. We will usewa study written by
Deaconess Kim Winchell of our Synod as the basigto classes. The
following 3 classes will meet at 10:45 followingetB:30AM Worship.
(Remember we go back to one service on May&:30AM.for the
summer.) (Continued)



| want to thank all who participated in the spe€ahgregational Meeting on the
15" of April. It was good to hear the frank commentshbofor and against hiring
an architect for the building project. (The repairthe meeting is elsewhere in
this newsletter.) This is a serious endeavor andeegl everyone's input to make
God pleasing decisions. That is why we need to poaginuously that the Holy
Spirit guide us to do his purpose in all we do.desally we pray in this regard
because this will be a decision which will form Baul's for many years to
come. | want to commend Chairman Buck Kuisel fer élpen meetings, the
Property Committee led by Dan Grooms for all thekadone to this point, and
Fred Hartwig for the preliminary drawings. We atessed in so many ways by
the willingness of many members.

Finally, on Sunday, May Jbat 11:00AM we will have the dedication of all the
memorials for Tulin Stavely. Joe and Tulin's mott&ail Kevenk, will be here
with other family members. We will dedicate the rasty rail made by our
resident wood craftsman, Woody Brenneman, andtther gifts given in her
memory. That day is also the day for the Churchwiti#on for Mission

Sunday. There will be a special envelope for thi€& mission offering. Have a
blessed Spring.
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Special Adult Bible Study
9:45 am, Sunday, May 6, 2007

NO OTHER
No Other You. No Other Time.
No Other Savior. No Other Witness.

Join the Youth Group as they share with you theieeience,
and how God is working in and through them, as tjreyv in
their relationships and living our mission.

National Day of Prayer
Youth Led Service
First Presbyterian Church of Lansing
7:00 p.m., Thursday, May 3, 2007

ALL ARE WELCOME to join Christian Services and YPAL youth
group participants in the community for a youth $edvice. St. Paul
Youth Group will be providing the story of the Purple Glov€ome
join us for prayer in many different forms fromipture readings,
liturgical dance, praise music, hymns, and pratsions.



2007 Council Members

Melissa Bloomfield Pastor Moe
Paul Collins Blake Nyquist
Bev Johnson Steve Opp
Buck Kuisel Bob Reynolds
Kay Meints Anne Smith

Financial Report
March 2007

Over/Under
Budget
3/31/07 Year-to-Date Year-to-Date

Budgeted Income $12,803.94  $34,621.46 ($713.45)
Budgeted Expenses $13,093.27  $36,459.53  ($5,226.51)
Difference $ (289.33) $ (1,838.07) $ 4,513.06

March was a good month. Income was at 102% of budget and expenses
remain below budget (87%). We re much closer to breaking even

this month than in Januuary or February. Also for the first time in seven
years, the Thrivent account is over $100,000.00 Thank you to all who
helped with income and/or expenses.

Roof Replacement Loan

Total Paid $ 31,490.00
Repaid $ 19,838.32
Received this month $ 1,252.00

Still Owed  $10,399.68




APRIL 15, 2007
SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING NOTES

- The congregation met to consider conapiving #3 by Fred
Hartwig . The concept was based on feedback from the coatioa's
input and specified priorities. Those prioritiesravadditional
Fellowship space, increased Education facilitia$ atarger, more
welcoming Narthex area.

- In the considered drawing, the n€ellowship spacenould add 2000
sq. ft. to the west of the existing building, tllems for theEducation
wing would be added to the south and Merthex areawould be
greatly increased. Additionally, larger space wdutdmade for the
pastor's office and office manager.

- Construction would necessitate the loss of 7ipgrkpaces to the west
of the church, but plans include taddition of 25 parking spotsto the
east of the church.

- Construction would likely occur as3aphrase projectto limit
disruption of church activities. The additional IBelship hall space will
be done first. The existing Fellowship hall wilethhbe restructured.
Remodeling of the remaining existing space woulcLiot¢ast.

- The Stewardship Committee has already met witHPitoperty
Committee to start development of a 3-year plarrdaing funds as part
of any expansion project. The committee is preparetready to take
on a leading role in capital-raising activities.

Motion #1: Fred Hartwig motioned to approve his @gptual drawing
#3 and have aarchitect develop legal and structural blueprintsof
said drawing to allow for a pricing structure tbah then be brought
back to the congregation for approval and plannlige motion was
passed by the congregation.

Motion #2: Chuck Nelson motioned thfands for architectural plans
for the preceding motion come entirely from thei¥éint Savings
account, up to $25,000. Money in the Building Fwalld not be used
so as to leave a buffer for emergency purposesnidimn passed
unanimously.



APRIL 2007 COUNCIL NOTES

- Committee members are to be reminded 2088 budget requestare
due in July.

- A special offering will be held on May 20 for tB.CA's Annual
Church Wide Vision for Mission.

- Financial giving statements will transition toitg sent 3 times per
year as opposed to quarterly. This is to reducearus effort in sending
out an additional mailing each year.

- The2006 Audit Reporthas been completed and approved by the
council. The accounting procedures of the churcrewletermined to be
in good order.

- Through the month of May, St. Paul will be cotlag items for the
Personal Needs BankThey are currently in an emergency situation of
being out of supplies to provide to those in nektheir services.

- St. Paul will join with University Lutheran to @vide Vacation Bible
Schoolthis summer. It will be held at ULC during the \Wwes July 9-14.
Times are 9am-3pm for grades K-5 and 9-11:30amreischool.
Adults and older youth are encouraged to volurfieehnelp out.

- The unified budget fund received $12,902.41 inea@haring March,
which was 1599.74 above the amount needed to imeetstimate of
giving. The unified budget needs to receive $12.80 each month to
meet the estimated giving. Total of all funds reedifor the month was
$16, 887.09. March was a good month for expensqeerises remain
below budget (87%). Income was very good (102%).a¢emuch
closer to breaking even this month than in JanoaBebruary. Also for
the first time in seven years, the Thrivent accasimver $100, 000.00
(until upcoming architect fees are paid). Thank ymall who helped
with both more income and/or less expenses.

-Submitted by Blake Nyquist, Secretary



WE NEED YOUR RUMMAGE
FOR THE ANNUAL SALE!

The sale will be:

May 17 and 18
8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

May 19
8:30 a.m. to noon

Proceeds will benefit the Camp Fund, Youth Fund
and Sunday School Activities. Speak with Donna
Grooms or Lynne Fortune if you have any

guestions or want to help out!

Please bring items starting Sunday, May 13



youth, Upda.te

SPRING/SUMMER CALENDAR

7-12 Grades

Youth Advisors: Mark & Cindy Martin

Please let Mrs. Cindy know if you will be attendimgor to events by
email, home or cell phone. This is important sd #rgy arrangements
needed for the event can be made, especially ifereel drivers.

Thanks!

Thurs., May 3, 2007

Sat., May 5, 2007

August 10-12, 2007

November 2007

Dec 2, 2007

Meet @ 6:00 p.m. sharp! Natiday of Prayer,
YPAL Youth Led Service @ First Presbyterian
Church of Lansing. Service at 7:00 p.m. St. Paul
providing puppet show: The Purple Glovgeed 5
volunteers!

1:00 p.m.- Bremer’s Grove SpFitigg & Bon-fire.
Guests: Faith Lutheran Church Youth Group. Be
prepared to work and have fun, bring gloves, wear
appropriate work clothing & covered shoes (no
sandals or flip flops), snack to share with evesyon
We'll have hot dogs, chips, cucumbers and salad,
marshmallows, and beverages & music around the
fire. Needed: chain saws, aces, weed whackerssrop
and anything to help clear area. Carpooling from
church @ 12:30 p.m. for those who need a ride.

Tentative Date: Camping Trip

Younker's Community Day Sale Fursandi
YG inviting Congregation to help sell coupons for
church building fund expansion project Dec 2,
2007Christmas Bake Sale/Gift Wrap Fundraiser*
100% of proceeds Youth Group Fund activities

Christmas Bake Sale/Gift Wrap Fundrais
100% of proceeds Youth Group Fund activities

*Upon Approval from St. Paul Council
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Youth Group: Don't forget about our @ﬁ( I

commitment to our adopted child.  Bane- at
Pargu -



CHANGES TO THE MEIJER COMMUNITY REWARDS PROGRAM
Many of you are aware that there have been some major changes to the
Meijer Community Rewards Program. Due to a great deal of feedback
from customers, Meijer has decided to include debit cards in the
program. Hopefully, this will make the new program workable for more
members. We understand that this will still not work for some people.
We encourage you to re-enroll if using a Meijer credit card, cash or a
debit card fits into your normal buying habits. Please keep in mind that
they have eliminated the $5 a month service fee and have removed the
monthly minimum spending amount. If you wish to continue participating,
you need to re-enroll. Our number is 606113.

the last two years.  To date, we have received $446.72 from the
program. We appreciate your support and pray that you will
continue to support the Youth Group in other ways i f you choose
not to continue with the program. If you have questions, please feel
free to contact me. Julie Anderson, (H) 332-5816 (W) 351-8541

A BIG THANK YOU TO MEIJER FOR THEIR
CONTRIBUTION OF A $100 GIFT CARD THAT WAS
USED TO PURCHASE FRESH FOOD ITEMS FOR THE
EASTER FOOD BASKETS!

Thank you from St. Paul Youth Group............

for those who contributed and hid Easter eggs, \cas®tved, set-up,
cleaned-up, provided flowers, music, to the NelSamily for sharing
the beautiful stain glass cross, for those whordmuted to the pancake
breakfast and everyone who contributed to the Gdéi@od at the
Easter Services. YG raised $382.00 for their &iss:

for the drivers, those who contributed food itemd goodies, packed,
and delivered Easter food baskets to families efinero Social
Outreach Committee for organizing this annual event

for those who prayed for “Lisa and her family”, #eowho walked in
the Race for a Place on April 22, to those who riouted. We
collected $220.00. Medals were given to Beth Légoid); Abbie
Smith (silver); Jessica Fortune (bronze) for plgdmtheir age
division. Team awarded a plaque for Most Creafigam:
Remembering Lisa.

for all the youth who participated in Good News &am (posting
articles and children’s sermon); to Michael Feldgdufor the skit, to
those who provided articles and contributed in eyt spread God'’s
Good News.



Property

Bremer's Grove Spring Fling
May 5th, 2007

On May 5th we will be partnering with Faith Luther@hurch in Okemos on a
work day at Bremer's Grove, followed by a bonfaeokout and fellowship
(rumor has it a guitar or two!!). The fun (and Wpstarts at 1 pm, with food and
bonfire around 6 pm. We have several projectsr@édrior the day including
clearing trails, hauling wood, resetting the enteagate, and clearing the river.
We could use some chain saws, axes, weed whackers,

ropes and anything else to help clear and clean-Tipis is

a great chance to enjoy the great outdoors and&aistiful

habitat that we own. It's also a great chancedetmew

friends as we partner with our friends from FaititHeran.

For more information, see Dan Grooms. Directiareson

the following page. Maps are available on the table in the back of the
sanctuary.

Directions to Bremers Grove:

| 69 East towards Flint

Exit Woodbury Rd exit.

Go South on Woodbury Rd. to Lansing Rd. (appro%.rnile)
Go East on Woodbury Rd to Warner Rd.

Go south on Warner Rd. approximately 1 mile to B¥esiGrove
Property on East side of road.

Social Outreach
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We are collecting girls' underwear and t-shirts
for the foster care program at Lutheran SociaVviSes.

Please place the items in the blue box in the aee.

If you have any questions please contact
Betty Velat or Julie Anderson.

DON'T THROW THOSE INK JET CARTRIDGES AWAY!
Bring them in and we will recycle them for you. The
proceeds from this program go to support programs

at Lutheran Social Services Ministries. In 2006 we

were able to donate nearly $700.00 to LSSM with
something that most people throw away.

The Prayer & Squares Quilt Ministry ~ continues to
cover the world in prayer - recently a second
chapter was opened in New Zealand. "It's not
about the quilt, it's all about the prayers." is the
motto to promote active prayer lives. | thank all of
you who have sponsored a quilt and those who
have received a quilt with our gifts of prayer. My
gratitude for the quilt tops made with loving hearts
and hands that lighten this labor of love.

We now have beautiful fabrics which were purchased with your
donations. Thank you for seeing the need for visible signs of grace
through these quilts.

If you are in need of prayer, warmth and comfort, please call me, e-mail
me, or complete a form to request a quilt. Phone: 517.468.2317; e-malil
wilsonbw@tds.net; request forms are in the white basket in the narthex.

In Christian Love,
Betty Wilson
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IMAGE helps people who are having problems maintaining
financial stability, or other difficulties. The program teaches
goal setting and helps them identify and eliminate barriers
that keep them from accomplishing their goals. IMAGE is
the first step for families interested in getting into the Quality
Living Budgeting Program. To start attending class, just

show up!

St. Paul Lutheran Church
3383 E. Lake Lansing Road
East Lansing
351-8541

www.stpaul-el.org

Childcare is available. It would be helpful if you could let us
know ahead of time that you will need child care, but not
absolutely necessary.

IMAGE is part of the Christian Services/LOVE INC. Network.



HELP US RAISE THE ROOF
ON THE HABITAT HOUSE!

This year we would like to support the Thrivent Bulds and Habitat
for Humanity build at 1029 S. Grand by raising theroof. We hope
to raise enough money this year to put the roadherhouse and provide
a mailbox and house numbers. To do this, we neegise $1,000. (If
we raise more than $1,000 we will apply the addaidunds to the St.
Paul roof fund.) We hope you will make a donatiowards this project
over the next few weeks.

If you are interested in supporting the Habitat Howse in other ways,
there are plenty of opportunities. No experienceraconstruction
knowledge is needed—ust willing hands and loving hearts. You don't
even have to be able to do manual labor. You gparsise the tool
shed, organize a meal, or lead devotions. Thetimestto get involved
is now! This is a great way to put our faith itction and share God’s
love with our community.For more information contact Elizabeth
Witt (witthouse@aol.com, 651-6949) or Julie Andersoat the

church office.

Info for those planning to work on the site.....

The address will be 1029 S. GrandThe nearest intersection is
Grand and Elm. It is south of 496, north of the whin depot, a
block west of S. Washington Avenue, near the Cadi@lub in
Reo Town.

Parking at the site: The street signs say you are only allowed t
park for one hour. Arrangements have been madethét police
to let us park for extended periods.

O

Please bring your own refillable water bottle, if ppssible. They
will plan to have a tank or container availableriravhich we can
draw water. We will not need to worry about rurgnout of cups
if many of the volunteers will bring a bottle thegn put their
name on and reuse.




I - . I .
desperate need of donations.  The cupboard is bare.
They need items such as toothpaste, deodorant, bleach,
¥ laundry detergent, soap, razors, tampons, etc. Please

leave donations in the Love Cupboard and we will see
that they get them. Thank you.

Stewardship
Making a Mark

Did you ever notice how human beings seem drivanake their mark upon the
world? All of us want to somehow make a differebegore we die. Some
people build buildings, some write books, some matkes, some seek
leadership positions, some try to raise childreo will become famous in some
way. Many good things have been accomplished bplpevho were moved to
make a difference in order to leave their mark uih@world. Many bad things
have also been done by those seeking to makentlagk. At the evil extreme
we see people like the Virginia Tech student wreendly took the lives of 32
others for no apparent reason but to make his ook the world.

Many of the things that happen because peoplerarendto make a mark are
neither profoundly good nor evil. Some are jully.sil once had a part in
helping to name a road. All of us who were invdhifelt important. We felt like
we were making a difference. All kinds of time artergy went into selecting a
name and going through the proper channels to tekeame official, then
getting the city to put up a sign with the namétorCommittees met, held
discussions, voted. The idea started with twospfamd it spread to involve
dozens of people. Finally, the road became knawRcaunders Lane. Have you
ever heard of it? No, and neither has anyoneagtsend here. We have, of
course, heard of Martin Luther King Boulevard, whigas once known as
Logan Street. A whole lot of people got involvedianade their mark when the
name of that road was changed to honor Martin Lrutlieg. Apparently they
had all forgotten about the Logan family for whdme toad was originally
named. But | bet all the people who got the roathed Logan years ago felt
like they, too, were making their mark.

| shudder to think how much time and energy hunyasipends just for the
purpose of making our mark. So often people pasletiange, not because
change is needed, but because they want to feethéy had a part in
influencing change. It's like we are continualgarranging the furniture--or
transferring a stack of cannonballs from one enith@fyard to other. Each time
we move the stack, we have made a difference. ifAmd wait until people
forget where the cannonballs sat originally, we cmve them back again, and
again it will look like we've made a difference. (Continued)



It sounds like an exercise in futility, but it do&shave to be. Everything we do
in life becomes meaningful when we stop trying takenour mark and put our
efforts into making God'’s mark instead. We make iiark when “go and make
disciples,” when we tell others of His love. Wekmalis mark when we extend
a helping hand or a listening ear. We make Hikmdren we give money or
goods or time in support of others who are doing Wirk.

We also make His mark in every small and ordinatyifeour acts are motivated
by His love. Paul wrote to the Colossians, “Whatexou do, work at it with all
your heart, as working for the Lord,” (Col. 3:23)da'Whatever you do, whether
in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Ldeus, giving thanks to God the
Father through Him.”

| am ready to give up on making my mark in the wor will probably never be
famous for anything, and | will not be long rememdzkafter | am gone. And
that is fine with me. People have no need to knmv They need to know
Jesus. He has made His mark on me, and | am ¢dotespend my time and
energy making His mark upon the world.

Lord, we often lose perspective in chasing aftergh that seem important at
the time. Turn our hearts and our minds to Youydso we can see life through
Your eyes, recognizing what is truly important avitht is not. Lead us in the
paths You have prepared for us, and work througtousake Your mark upon
the world.

Elizabeth Witt

Worship

OLD HYMNALS

It's time to get rid of the old hymnals. If you have donated one of the
green hymnals in honor or in memory of someone you are welcome to
take those. If you did not donate one, but would like to have one, please
take it from the ones underneath the table that are not dedicated to
anyone or donated by anyone. The table will be up until May 13th.



MAY READINGS

May 6

Acts 11:1-18 Acts 16:16-34

Psalm 148 Psalm 97

Revelation 21:1-6 Revelation 22:12-14, 16-2D-21
John 13:31-35 John 17:20-26

May 13

Acts 16:9-15 Malachi 3:1-4

Psalm 67 Psalm 141

Revelation 21:10, 22—22:5 Acts 13:13-26

John 14:23-29 Luke 1:57-67 [68—80]

John 5:1-9 (Alternate)

02 Blake Nyquist
Missy Kitts

11 Ethel Moore

12 Mark Bertilrud

13 Olivia Belding

15 Fred Hartwig, Jr.

18 Cindy Martin

20 Russ Pline

22 Nicole Sevrey

23 Jim Cramer
28 Mark Hayes
Keith Hayes

30 Buck Kuisel
Tim Shireman

31 Judy Neiberg
Faith Gray



Carl & Betty Wilson 05/03/58 5. 50
Paul & Mary Hoffmann 05/08/04 lm

Chuck & Jeanne Rogers 05/19 fﬂ
Dick & Jane Bunge 05/29/54 g —— =
Buck & Toot Kuisel 05/30/03

. 0
Russ & Vicki Pline 05/31/97 7“ i’

(Please note: If your birthday or anniversary is
should be, it is because we do not have it on file.
to have your day recognized in the future, please |
know.)

NOT listed and it
If you would like
et the office









