St. Paul Lutheran Church, East Lansing, Ml April 2007

We will gather to celebrate the Resurrection ofloand at 8:30 & 11:00 on
Sunday the 8 of April. We hope you are able to be with us timatrning at
worship and the Easter Breakfast between servicgégla. We will also have the
Easter Egg Hunt for the children at 9:45.

This is the time of year when we remember that GadCreator brings life out
of death just as spring follows winter. Jesus of&ath who was crucified by
the Roman government was raised to life as the islessd King. Messiah
being the Anointed One given all authority and potae God. His triumph over
“sin, death, and the power of the devil” forevearfes our relationship to God
and each other.

Whether we look at the resurrection in a literalr@taphorical manner, Jesus
life, death, and resurrection gives us the poweletieat those forces that
otherwise would destroy us. Jesus resurrectiorukeigiow that the power of sin
and evil are destroyed by his teaching and actidove. Lately I've seen the
little bumper sticker that says simply, “Love wihk this world where so often
it seems that hate, greed, and violence are ina@omte can know that through
the power of the empty tomb, this is God's trutlgve wins.” As we remember
Jesus' resurrection we also are reminded that glage our trust in him in all
matters we too will be raised like him.

Our lives are in God's care and keeping no mattet Wwappens to us. Often
Easter's true message is lost under a flurry ofeE&sygs, jelly beans, and
chocolate bunnies. These are enjoyable but thegaira reminder of the things
that will endure. Even the transitory nature ohfaa and spring colors will too
pass away. But knowing God's love in Jesus Chaistgive us strength in good
times and bad. It can empower us in ways that w# naw even imagine.

Knowing that we soon face a decision at the Sp&xaigregational Meeting on
the building on the 1%at 1:00PM, pray that we make the God pleasingsd®ti
on this matter. If we go ahead it will be a big eoitment that will make a
difference for years to come. May the Joy of Ealséeyours in this time of
renewal and growth (Continued)



Just a reminder that on Wed. Aprilﬂlﬁle will have 14 members of the Spring
Arbor University Theater Department here to preskfgeting in Munich.” It is

a powerful play which confronts the challenge faeden following God is
contrasted with following the nation. Set in Naar@®any it makes you a part of
the congregation which is faced with a serious tipe®f their faith. There will
be a free will offering. If you wish to join the stafor soup and bread at 6:00PM
there is a sign-up sheet in the narthex. The piyperat 7:30PM. Others |

know who have seen it say it is a most powerfusengation.
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April 15, 2007
Congregational Meeting

On April 15th, we will be meeting as a congregatiorconsider an expansion
proposal that the property committee has been wgrén for the past 12
months. Many people have put a lot of time intead@ping this proposal and
the input and suggestions from the congregatiorbbaga tremendous. Now it is
time to decide if we wish to move forward. In shaere will be presenting a
proposed expansion of our church that we beliemebeadone with our current
property and financial status. Some highlights/b&t we will be proposing
include:

Expansion of the current narthex area into thesaneav occupied by

the bathrooms and closets.

Remodeling of the current fellowship and kitcheeaarinto two

classrooms, new pastors/secretary offices, andoaglvooms.

Addition of an educational wing to the South of therent fellowship

area to include 3 new classrooms.

Addition of a new fellowship wing, kitchen and sige areas to the

West of the current fellowship area. This felloigshrea will seat 200

people.

Development of new parking space to the East o€lhech.

Total added space - 4,140 sq ft.

The property committee wants to be clear thatithaly a proposal and many
things may change based on what we are or not@tlderdo with East Lansing
zoning ordinances. In addition, very little isluged in the way of details. This
will become clearer as we take the next step withrahitect.

The next step, if the congregation approves the@wmnon April 15, is to get a
full architectural rendering so that costs can loearaccurately estimated. With
this in hand, we will then move forward with a dapcampaign and finalization
of a plan to finance and complete the project.

This is an exciting time in the life of St. Paultharan Church. We are looking
at a project that is exciting, as well as scaryhat®ver decision we make will
result in an outcome that will likely shape theufigt of our congregation for
years to come. As we look within ourselves andemplate this decision, the
property committee asks you to do what we have dere the past 12 months
and keep the mission of St. Paul Lutheran Churdarggin front of you To

love and worship God. To love and serve one anoffetearn and share God's
word.

Dan Grooms
Chair SPLC Property Committee



There will be a soup supper prior to the performanc e at 6:00 p.m. for
the performers and any members of St. Paul who woul  d like to join
them. Please sign-up on the sheet in the narthexs o we know how
much soup to prepare. Thank you.




Financial Report

February 2007
Over/Under
Budget
2/28/07 Year-to-Date | Year-to-Date
Budgeted Income $11,063.66] $21,842.09 ($763.25)
Budgeted Expenses $14,189.60] $23,366.26|  ($5,354.63)
Difference| $ (3,125.94)| $ (1,524.17)| $ 4,591.38

For February Budgeted Income was 96% of pledged amount.

Budgeted expenses were 81%. We met both payrolls,

made two Synod Benevolence payments and paid all bills.

Thank you to all who have given extra to hel

meet our needs.

Roof Replacement Loan

Total Paid $ 31,490.00
Repaid $ 19,461.32
Received this month $ 1,252.00

Still Owed|  $10,776.68

Holy Week services will includ®laundy Thursday service at 7pnGood
Friday Tenebrae service at 7pm agdster Sundayservices at 8:30am and

1lam.

No Sunday School will be held on Easter Sunday.ili&srare encouraged to
attend thecaster Breakfastbetween the two services and have children
participate in the Easter Egg Hunt.

There will be aaptism for Kaitlyn Johnson and Autum Greenman on April 15

at the 11am worship.

(Continued)




A congregational meetingwill be held April 15 at 1 p.m. Property Committee
will present findings on curremiuilding expansion optionsA plan on how to
move forward will be discussed and decided upothbycongregation. Property
Committee will provide pizza prior to the meeting.

TheIMAGE Program will officially begin on Monday April 16. The grquwill
meet every week from 7-8:30. To learn more or loefpwith the program,
contact Julie Anderson.

The council appointed Steve Opp and Paul Collintkédudit Committee. The
committee will be submitting a final audit repoot £006 in the coming weeks.

Theunified budget fund received $11,039.09 income during February, which
was 263.58 below the amount needed to meet thaatstiof giving. The unified
budget needs to receive $11,302.67 each month éb time estimated giving.
Loose offering was $246.91. Loose offering museiee $333 each month to
meet the estimated giving. February was a good imfontexpenses. They
remain below budget (81%). We made both payroltsraade two Synod
Benevolence payments. Thank you to all for theiafficial contributions.

Submitted by Blake Nyquist, Secretary

| have coordinated the Lenten Soup Supper for several years. It is
always a job made easy with all the people who help.

This is a thank you to all those whether you cooked, helped set up or pick
up, provided bread, donated funds or just came to enjoy a meal and
fellowship.

Our soup makers this year were Char Smith, Cindy Martin, Pat Cramer,
Julie Anderson, Anne Smith, Barb Paff, Kathy Klingensmith, Diane Riffel,
Karen Ellis, Rene Shireman, Kay Meints, Suzanne Jolicoeur and Chuck
Nelson. Bread was provided by Pat Cramer, Lois Lund and Ardyth
Claucherty. Terry Smith was our coffee maker.

Again Thank you all-we had great attendance this year and I'll be looking
for some new cooks next year.

Pat Reynolds



Thanks to all of you for your prayers, thoughts and love
over the past months. You may have heard the
diagnosis of many tests came in negative. | know, for
sure, these results were sent from God because of the
many prayers. | sincerely appreciate the visits, phone
calls, cards and e-mails. You all are wonderful to share
God's love and caring.

In Christ's love,
Carl Wilson

Many Thanks from Youth Group

On behalf of the Youth Group, we extend our many thanks to each of you
for your support and prayers. Special thanks to Terry and Char Smith for
loaning us their van, to the Fortune family for loaning us their van and
"mom" Lynne to help chaperone. Thanks Megan (and Blake) also for
helping chaperone!. The youth participated in a global mission project,
Feed my Starving Children and in just less than 2 hours our group with
approx 150 other youth (and 1 of 5 sessions of service) packaged over
16,456 meals. The total number of meals is forthcoming. We also
participated in a global offering raising enough money to feed another
500 children for a year. We learned about The Invisible Children in
Africa, attended break out sessions and worship celebrations, and grew
in our faith during family time. "Packer Dave" told us that God Loves us-
So Deal with It and that You may be the_only Bible that someone will ever
read or hear. The theme was No Other. No Other You, No Other Time,
No Other Witness based on Isaiah 43:10-11. At a future date, the youth
and leaders will be sharing their experiences with the congregation in a
special Bible Study.

In His Grip,
Mark and Cindy



Written by the Youth:
Dear St. Paul Congregation,

Thank you all for supporting us, whether it was with money, time, prayers,
or anything else. We are all so grateful because without you we wouldn't
be able to go to the Construction Zone in Chicago. We had a great time
there, hanging out, learning about our faith and each other, and all the
other activities we did. Thanks again!

Love,

Eric & Beth Leow, Nathan & Kelly Anderson, Abbie Smith, Morgan Gray,
Alexis Jacobs, Kirsten Grooms, Melissa Kitts, Ethan Claucherty

WE NEED YOUR RUMMAGE FOR THE ANNUAL SALE!

The sale will be:

May 17 and 18
8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

May 19
8:30 a.m. to noon

Proceeds will benefit the Camp Fund, Youth Fund Sundday

School Activities. Speak with Donna Grooms or Lgriortune if
you have any questions or want to help out!

Please bring items starting Sunday, May 13



Between services on Easter morning, the
Youth Group and Sunday School will
sponsor an Easter Egg hunt for all children,
ages 2 through”Sgrade. Join the fun.

Youth, Updeste

CALENDAR
7-12 Grades

Youth Advisors: Mark & Cindy Martin

Please let Mrs. Cindy know if you will be attendimgor to events by
email, home or cell phone. This is important sd #rgy arrangements
needed for the event can be made, especially ifeeel drivers.

Thanks!

March 31, 2007

April 8, 2007

April 14, 2007

April 28, 2007

Service Project: Easter Baskets Sacial Ministry
Team 11:00 am assembly and delivery

Easter Egg Hunt & Pancake Breakfastdraiser

Funds raised to complete costs of Quake/Constiuctio
Zone and other youth activities. 8:00 set up and
cooking preparation; hide Easter eggs for children
Birth-5th grade. Breakfast will begin at 9:30 a.m.

Service Project: 2:00 p.m. Assémhrticles for
Good News Sunday. Pizza and ice cream.

Service Project: Car Wash - StulFParking Lot
10:00-2:00 p.m. Proceeds to raise money for church
expansion project Youth Bring Towels; wear
appropriate clothing. Event Coordinator: Kirsten
Grooms. Poster Making @ 9:30 a.m. —See Mrs.
Cindy



May 3, 2007

May 5, 2007

August 10-12, 2007

November 2007

Dec 2, 2007

YPAL National Day of Prayer
We will be doing a skit or puppet show
More information will be forthcoming

Service Project with Property Commait€eFaith
Lutheran Church Youth Group 1:00 p.m. Bremer’s
Grove Clean-up & Bon-fire. Suggestion: Bring
gloves, wear appropriate work clothing & covered
shoes (no sandals or flip flops); bring a snack to
share. Carpooling from church @ 12:30 p.m. for
those who need a ride

Tentative Date: Camping Trip*
Younker’'s Community Day Sale Fursgndi
YG inviting Congregation to help sell coupons for

church building fund expansion project

Christmas Bake Sale/Gift Wrap Fundrais
100% of proceeds Youth Group Fund for activities

*Upon Approval of St. Paul Council

# T
Youth Group: Don't forget about our @f{ -
commitment to our adopted child.  panr- s

Fargs



Youth Group FREE Car Wash
April 28, 2007

On April 28th from 10-2 pm, the SPLC youth groupl e
sponsoring a free car wash in the parking lot LS.
Donations will be accepted, and all proceeds vall g
towards the youth space in the proposed SPLC bngildi
project. Please pass the word on to all of yaentfts and
family. Come support the youth in their effortsstgpport the

future of SPLC. For more information, see Kirs@moms (or her dad).

Property

Bremer's Grove Spring Fling
May 5th, 2007

On May 5th we will be partnering with Faith Luther@hurch in Okemos on a
work day at Bremer's Grove, followed by a bonfaeokout and fellowship
(rumor has it a guitar or two!!). The fun (and Wpstarts at 1 pm, with food and
bonfire around 6 pm. We have several projectsr@drior the day including
clearing trails, hauling wood, resetting the enteagate, and clearing the river.
We could use some chain saws, axes, weed whac&pes; and anything else to
help clear and clean-up. This is a great chamemjpy the great outdoors and
this beautiful habitat that we own. It's also aajrchance to meet new friends as
we partner with our friends from Faith Lutheraror fnore information, see Dan
Grooms.

Stewardship

The following story was sent to me by email. | do n ot
know who the author is, but | decided to share the

story because it so beautifully illustrates how God

blesses us when we practice good stewardship. The

family intended the pickle jar to serve a specific

purpose, and it did. But God used it for a whole | ot
more.

Elizabeth Witt



The Pickle Jar

The pickle jar as far back as | can remember sat on
the floor beside the dresser in my parents' bedroom
When he got ready for bed, Dad would empty his pock
and toss his coins into the jar.

As a small boy | was always fascinated at the sound
the coins made as they were dropped into the jar. T
landed with a merry jingle when the jar was almost
empty. Then the tones gradually muted to a dull thu

as the jar was filled. | used to squat on the floor

front of the jar and admire the copper and silver

circles that glinted like a pirate's treasure when

sun poured through the bedroom window. When the jar
was filled, Dad would sit at the kitchen table and

roll the coins before taking them to the bank.

Taking the coins to the bank was always a big
production. Stacked neatly in a small cardboard box
the coins were placed between Dad and me on the sea
of his old truck. Each and every time, as we drove
the bank, Dad would look at me hopefully. "Those co
are going to keep you out of the textile mill, son.
You're going to do better than me. This old mill
town's not going to hold you back." Also, each and
every time, as he slid the box of rolled coins acro
the counter at the bank toward the cashier, he woul
grin proudly "These are for my son's college fund.
He'll never work at the mill all his life like me."

We would always celebrate each deposit by stopping
an ice cream cone. | always got chocolate. Dad alwa
got vanilla. When the clerk at the ice cream parlor
handed Dad his change, he would show me the few coi
nestled in his palm. "When we get home, we'll start
filling the jar again." He always let me drop the

first coins into the empty jar. As they rattled aro

with a brief, happy jingle, we grinned at each othe
"You'll get to college on pennies, nickels, dimes a
quarters," he said. "But you'll get there. I'll see

that."

No matter how rough things got at home, Dad continu
to doggedly drop his coins into the jar. Even the
summer when Dad got laid off from the mill, and Mam
had to serve dried beans several times a week, not
single dime was taken from the jar. To the contrar

as Dad looked across the table at me, pouring catsu
over my beans to make them more palatable, he becam
more determined than ever to make a way out for me.
"When you finish college, Son," he told me, his eye
glistening, "You'll never have to eat beans again -
unless you want to." (Continued)
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The years passed, and | finished college and took a
job in another town. Once, while visiting my parent

| used the phone in their bedroom, and noticed that
the pickle jar was gone. It had served its purpose
had been removed.

A lump rose in my throat as | stared at the spot
beside the dresser where the jar had always stood.
dad was a man of few words, and never lectured me o
the values of determination, perseverance, and fait
The pickle jar had taught me all these virtues far

more eloquently than the most flowery of words coul
have done. When | married, | told my wife Susan abo
the significant part the lowly pickle jar had playe

in my life as a boy. In my mind, it defined, more t
anything else, how much my dad had loved me.

The first Christmas after our daughter Jessica was
born, we spent the holiday with my parents. After
dinner, Mom and Dad sat next to each other on the
sofa, taking turns cuddling their first grandchild.
Jessica began to whimper softly, and Susan took her
from Dad's arms.

"She probably needs to be changed," she said, carry
the baby into my parents' bedroom to diaper her. Wh
Susan came back into the living room, there was a
strange mist in her eyes.

She handed Jessica back to Dad before taking my han
and leading me into the room. "Look," she said soft
her eyes directing me to a spot on the floor beside
the dresser. To my amazement, there, as if it had
never been removed, stood the old pickle jar, the
bottom already covered with coins. | walked over to
the pickle jar, dug down into my pocket, and pulled
out a fistful of coins. With a gamut of emotions
choking me, | dropped the coins into the jar. | loo
up and saw that Dad, carrying Jessica, had slipped
quietly into the room. Our eyes locked, and | knew
was feeling the same emotions | felt. Neither one o
us could speak.

and
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Making Earth Day a Religious Holiday

Assuming the title of this article caught your elgt,me
assure you that | have not gone “new-age” on yallam
not trying to make an argument for Earth-worshigpin
(Tree-hugging, perhaps, but never Earth-worshipping

Two weeks ago, while reading yet another articleualthe debate on global
warming, | caught myself becoming very cynical. aHieg about and discussing
the very public and very political issue of how lama are impacting the
environment can be exhausting. If you believe tiaaing for creation is a core
Christian value, trying to solve the world’s envimental problems can often
seem futile. Although other global problems likeedise, social injustice and
world hunger can seem equally insurmountable, liedp“just one” attitude often
motivates me out of apathy. For example, when 62ecents of every dollar
given to ELCA World Hunger goes directly to helpirgluce global hunger, it
feels like giving works. But thinking about howreduce greenhouse gases to
prevent incremental, long-term increases in glodalperatures? | was tired of
it. Simple as that.

And then | went to adult Bible study the followiSginday. We were discussing
times when we knew our hearts were closed to Gtali know those times; you
feel negative, unappreciated and unappreciativeu féel angry, anxious and
pessimistic about the future. Your heart is cloge@od. | realized that when |
start to mistake the politics of environmental &sas caring for creation, | start
closing my heart to God. | forget that the Earfohgs to God:

The earth is the LORD’S and
all that is in it, the world, and
those who live in it.
Psalm 24:1

Now, this is no excuse for complacency on my pdust the opposite, in fact.
Rejoicing in God’s creation means that | show resfar the Earth in every
action. My rejoicing should be in my efforts taoprote clean air, clean water,
and responsible use of resources. Our Christifiddys remind us of the gift of
eternal life (“Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done).diven to us by Jesus
Christ, right here in our world (“...on Earth asstin Heaven.) Perhaps it's time
| treated Earth Day as a religious holiday, a aebn of the Creator, rather
than a political observance.

-Submitted by Dave Szymanski



Social Outreach
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LSSM COLLECTION FOR APRIL
We are collecting socks for the foster care program
at Lutheran Social Services.
Please place the items in the blue box in the aarth
If you have any questions please contact
Betty Velat or Julie Anderson.

Don't throw those ink jet cartridges away!

Bring them in and we will recycle them for you.

The proceeds from this program go to support
programs at Lutheran Social Services Ministries.

In 2006 we were able to donate nearly $700.00

to LSSM with something that most people throw away.

IMAGE UPDATE

We are officially ready to roll. The IMAGE Program is
starting Monday, April 16th. The class will run from
7-8:30 p.m. Stay tuned for more info.



Come and Build with Habitat for Humanity

A new house will be built on South Grand Avenué&.amsing
this summer with the help of area Lutherans andvéht
members. Volunteer laborers will be needed begmMay
11. Work will be scheduled on Thursday eveningsjay
Friday and Saturday, and Sunday afternoons.

No experience or construction knowledge is needed-ugt willing
hands and loving hearts. You don't even have to kable to do
manual labor. You can supervise the tool shed, oagize a meal, or
lead devotions. By April 11, 212 of the volunteeslots must be filled.

Ihe best time to get involved is now!This is a great way to put our

faith into action and share God’s love with our cormunity.

For more information:
Check the bulletin board
Call Sara Casetta, Habitat Volunteer CoordinatioB,74-1313,
ext. 20, OR email Sara ablunteer@habitatlansing.org
Contact Elizabeth Witt at 651-6949 ondtthouse@aol.com
Contact Julie Anderson at (H) 332-5816, (W) 3514864 at
andersonhouse@tds.net

If you would like to receive email updates on neegarding the build,
please sign-up on the clipboard in the narthexootact Elizabeth or
Julie.

Easter Food/Personal Needs Baskets Update

Thanks to the donations of our members and the he
work of many volunteers, seven families received
food, personal needs and some Easter goodies on
Saturday, March 31st.

Thank you for making this important ministry
possible!

Julie Anderson, Social Ministry Coordinator



WORSHIP

What's happened to the Creeds?

You may have noticed in the last several weeksttietvording of the
Apostles’ Creed has been slightly changed. We baitehed to the
“new” version of the creed, found in the new hymiialangelical
Lutheran Worship The following is the explanation offered by the
ELCA in their introductory materials.

Why have some of the words of the services changed?

The new book of worship will use common liturgitexkts developed by
the English Language Liturgical Consultation (ELLThe ELCA (and
predecessor church bodies) participated in thegss®s that led to the
development of these texts. The ELLC is the sucedassthe
International Consultation on English Text (ICEThieh was formed in
1969 and prepared the translations usdditheran Book of Worship.
Most of the texts that will be used livangelical Lutheran Worship
were included in an appendix ¥gith One Voiceln the ELLC’s work
they have researched and revised existing litur¢gsds to develop a set
of English texts that can be used in common bgfalhe participating
church bodies. These include the texts of the Apgsind Nicene
Creeds as well as the texts for the canticles ‘GiorGod”, “My Soul
Proclaims the Greatness of the Lord”, “Blessed Y&, Lord”, “We
Praise You, O God”, and “Now, Lord, You Let Yourr&mnt Go in
Peace”. It's important to remember that use o$¢hecumenical texts is
a visible sign of the unity we share. These arernomtexts that have
been adopted by a large number of church bodiesdrthe world. To
see a list of churches that are using these tgat:

http://www.englishtexts.org/world.html

© 2006 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. All rights
reserved. Permission is granted to reproduce this document for
local use in introducing Evangelical Lutheran Worship.

If you would like more information, detailing theé-by-line changes to
the creeds, just ask Sue Jacobs or Pastor Rich.



APRIL READINGS

April 1, Palm Sunday
Isaiah 50:4-9a
Psalm 31:9-16
Philippians 2:5-11
Luke 22:14—23:56

April 8, Easter Sunday
Acts 10:34-43
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
1 Corinthians 15:19-26
Luke 24:1-12

i hird I :
Acts 9:1-6 [7-20]
Psalm 30
Revelation 5:11-14
John 21:1-19

April 29, Fourth Sunday of Easter
Acts 9:36-43
Psalm 23
Revelation 7:9-17
John 10:22-30

April 15, Second Sunday of Easter

Acts 5:27-32
Psalm 118:14-29
Revelation 1:4-8
John 20:19-31



02 Noah Kitson
06 Dorothy Schneider
11 Martha Wissman
13 Alec Sevrey
14  Carol Hart
Bryan Howser
15 Megan Nyquist
17 David Szymanski
19 Terry Smith
20 Kimberly Brzozowski
Lucas Wolf
21  Michael Nelson
22 Ryan Henderson
23  Peter Jolicoeur
26  Vicki Kitts
27 Pat Cramer

(Please note: If your birthday or anniversary is NOT listed and it

should be, it is because we do not have it on file. If you would like
to have your day recognized in the future, please | et the office
know.)

Belated Congratulations to Paul Collins.From the February
issue of The Greater Lansing Business Monthly: Milanfield
announces that Paul M. Collins has joined the &isyxan associate
in the environmental and regulatory practice grioughe Lansing
office. Way to go Paul!






