St. Paul Lutheran Church, East Lansing, Ml January 2007

Into this New Year | have been pondering a new thd#ow shall we serve both
God and our neighbor? One thing that prompted ttremeghts is reading a
passage in my favorite new boak, My Grandfatheles&ngs by Rachel Naomi
Remen, M.D. In one passage she speaks of howngesthers is not really

fixing a problem. When we are fixers she notessateourselves above those we
are helping. It can do some good, but often it e expense of the self worth
of the person being helped. Service, she saysiie fike taking all that you are
and standing beside the person and working onribtem together. Most often
it involves listening as much as doing.

That is what | believe we as Christians and chuaneimbers are called on to be
and do. Christ came to serve. And he calls wotthe same. He didn't do it by
imposing his will on others but by inviting themftdlow him. He didn't force
people, he showed himself through his words andractand people wanted to
follow him. This is what | see he desires for usoalThere are always
opportunities for us to serve. | believe we bestes&od, by serving our
neighbors. Lots of people do that through theisjdbeir families, and the
church.

What | hope we will do is serve others in a cougflaew ways. The first is
through the IMAGE Program. This program helps pedpllearn how to market
themselves. It may sound crass but it helps themsgdf confidence and set
goals. It helps them see they are worthwhile persom helps them get their life
in some sense of order. If you are interestedrvirsg in this way please contact
Julie Anderson in the church office. 351-8541

The second way | hope you will be willing to seis¢o become a part of our E-
Team. Craig, Dick, and | have been working to trgl get the evangelism effort
going for St. Paul's. We have another opportumitydister this effort. On
Saturday, January T3there will be a workshop to help us vision outreach
for the church. It will be held in Michigan Centemnd will be from 9:30AM to
3:30PM. To me this is a wonderful way of servingest when they don't even
know they have a need for this service. It isrtiwest important thing we can do
(Continued)



for those who do not know their need for the Lofds, | believe it is a need of
which they may be ignorant. But it goes back totwies said earlier. It is not to
be done by lording it over them, but by invitinigténing, and walking along
beside them.

If either of these options sound interesting to,yulaase let us know. Julie or |

will be happy to have you with us on this servicad. | believe this is what we
are called to do as Jesus followers today. | lympedo too. Happy New Year.

January Highlights

07  New Adult Bible Study Begins

13 Evangelism Workshop

14 Gideon's Temple Talk

21 Presentation on the Role of the Church and Faith in
Mental Health

25 Red Cross Blood Drive

27 3rd Annual Tasty Treat and Talent Show

"THE HEART OF CHRISTIANITY:
REDISCOVERING A LIFE OF FAITH"
BY MARCUS J. BORG

A 12- week study based on the book of the same
name. It presents a comparison of traditional views of
Christianity with what he terms "a new paradigm of the faith". Scheduled
to begin Sunday, January 7 during the education hou rat 9:45 a.m.
Please sign up on the sheet in the narthex and indicate how many books
you would like. Book cost is $15.00. Please indicate "Adult Bible Study
Book" on your check or on the envelope if paying by cash.



The council elected its officers for 2007. Buck Kuisel was re-
elected as President, Melissa Bloomfield was re-elected as Vice
President, Kay Meints was re-elected as Treasurer and Blake
Nyquist was re-elected as Secretary. There is still a need for a
Financial Secretary for the congregation. Anyone interested in
filling the post should contact Buck Kuisel or Pastor Rich.

Bob Reynolds and Paul Collins where elected as St. Paul's
Deacons.

There are currently open positions in the committees for Finance,
Personnel, Stewardship, Social Outreach and other groups
responsible for various pieces of St. Paul's operations. Anyone
interested in taking on roles in any of these the groups should
contact the church office.

There is an Evangelism Workshop on Jan. 13 at the Michigan
Center from 9:30am to 3:30pm. Cost is $10 for each participant.
Anyone interested in attending should let Pastor Rich know as
soon as possible.

A meeting at the Bremer's Grove property was held with pastors
and members of other local congregations. There was some
interest from a few of them in working on turning the property into
a usable environment.

Congregation members should now have offering envelopes for
the first quarter of 2007. Members who do not have them should
contact the church office.

The unified budget fund received $10,137.96 income during
November, which was $1,035.46 below the amount needed to
meet the estimate of giving. The unified budget needs to receive
$11,173.42 each month to meet the estimated giving. We are
$1,807.02 below the amount needed through November to meet
the estimate of giving. The total of all funds received in
November was $11,998.63.

Correction to 2006 Annual Meeting Notes: Paul Collins was
elected to council for a full 3-year term ending in 2009.

-Submitted by Blake Nyquist, Secretary



Financial Report

11/30/06 Year-to-Date
Budgeted Income $10,137.96 $121,100.60
Budgeted Expenses $11,139.72 $119,549.57

Difference $ (1,001.76) $ 4,117.87
Income is not coming in as fast as needed to finish the year on

budget. Expenses are still running at 98% of budget, but we should
finish the year with more income than expenses.

Roof Replacement Loan

Total Paid $ 31,490.00
Repaid $ 18,954.32
Received this month $ 207.00

Still Owed $12,328.68

CANNING JARS NEEDED

Have extra canning jars you would like to dona¥&uth

Group will be assembling soup mixes for their upgmnm

fundraiser in February to support the mission ofi€ltan Services and
YG activities during Souper Bowl of Caring in Feary. Please give
jars (all sizes welcomed) to youth leader, Cindyrtiieby February 4.



HIGHLIGHTS OF YOUTH GROUP MINISTRY

THANK YOU to those who baked, packaged, and donated
monetary gifts at the youth group bake sale in bdr. We were
blessed with a $600.00 gift from Thrivent and rdi$&,069.96.
Funding is still needed for the Youth Quake and sharction
Zones (approx $1,500) — 15 youth/leaders will berating the
Youth Quake; 14 youth/leaders attending ConstraocZione.

On December 8, youth participated in a Youth fortyn
Community Project event through Christian Servicésys,
books, wrapping paper and bows were collected ahdeded to
Grace United Methodist Church. 6 youth, 1 leadgrarent
drivers participated from St. Paul. Youth setalplés and rooms,
sorted and labeled gifts for Quality Image familiesthe
December 9 event. Activities included Christmiases Christmas
stories, Christmas cookie frosting, gift- wrappfogfamilies of
need to celebrate the true meaning of Christmaetidsy Youth
for Unity groups around our community. Thank youwall who
contributed items for this event.

On December 16, the youth
group attended a Holiday
Figure Skating Exhibition
(which featured one of our
youth---Holly Kitts—

beautiful skating Holly!).
Afterwards, we skated with
Santa, and enjoyed pizza and
games at the church. We
filled 10 appreciation tins and
packaged up goodies for Alex
Baker serving in Iraq.
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Youth, Update

WINTER 2007 CALENDAR

7-12 Grades

Youth Advisors: Mark & Cindy Martin

Please let Cindy know if you will be attending prio events by email,
home or cell phone. This is important so that amgragements needed
for the event can be made, especially if we neaeidr. Thanks!

January 2 , 2007

January 5-7, 2007

February 4, 2007

February 8, 2007

February 10, 2007

February 11, 2007

7:00-9:00 p.m. - Pre-event Bittiely and Covenant
Signing. Youth attending the Quake are required to
attend.

Middle School Youth Grades G4fijar Guides 10-
12. Youth Quake, Lansing, Michigan (details in
packets)

Men'’s Ministry extends an invitatto the youth
group to attend annual Superbowl Party --- for
details/times contact: Craig Anderson

St. Olaf Choir Event — A gifstieeen given so that
any youth in youth group who wishes to participate
this event may attend. You must sign up no ldtent
Jan 14th, so that a ticket can be purchased for you
Sign up sheet will be on the youth bulletin board.
(details in church bulletin)

10:00-11:30 a.m. Souper Bowdarfng Fundraiser
Assemble soup mixes for Sunday’s event
YG will be donating a gift to soup baskets for Quyal
Image Families through Christian Services & Youth
for Unity

Souper Bowl of Caring Fundraisee will be
selling soup mixes between and aftétrvice; v
proceeds to Christian Services; %2 to Youth Group
Fund to pay for Youth Quake/Construction Zone
expenses.

(Continued)



March 11, 2007 After” Worship Service; bring a sack lunch
Pre-event Bible Study and Covenant Signing
Youth attending Construction Zone are required to

attend

March 16-18, 2007 High School Youth Grades 9-12
Construction Zone; Chicago, lllinois (details in
packets)

April 8, 2007 Easter Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser*

Funds raised to complete costs of Quake/Constiuctio
Zone (if necessary) and other youth activities

8:00 set up and cooking preparation

Breakfast will begin at 9:30 a.m.

SUPPORT THE YOUTH GROUP

Join the Meijer Community Rewards Program!

The Meijer Community Rewards Program does not
cost you anything! Just fill out the form and nitih, or register online @
meijer.com/rewards/. Forms can be found in tlegdiiure stand in the Narthex
or if registering online just ent&t. Paul 606113as your organization of choice.
When you receive your cards, just make sure ydhecashier swipe the card
each time you make a purchase! A percentage pliathases (1-4%) over
$100 each month will go to the youth group. Megéen runs special
promotions where they don'’t require a $100 purclieeere they start crediting
your account. So remember, every little bit countsyou have any questions
please contact Julie Anderson in the office or32-3816.

Don't like dealing with those pesky
refundable cans and bottles?

Bring’em on in.
We’'ll take care of them for you!
Proceeds benefit the Youth Group.



Property
I idi .

The church property committee met with the ELCA Mission
Investment Architect and building consultants the last week
in November. This team provides ELCA churches guidance
in moving forward with major capitol improvement projects.
This is a free service provided by the ELCA. The outcome
from this meeting will be a conceptual plan for an addition to
St. Paul that fits within the real budget of our church and
takes into account the needs that have been identified by
the congregation over the past 12 months. This is just one
more step in moving forward on a process of meeting the
needs of our church in efforts to fulfill our mission. If you
have any questions, feel free to contact any members of the
property committee.

-Submitted by Dan Grooms, Property Committee

Green Team

EAIR -TRADE COFFFE AND CHOCOLATE

Time to order FAIR-TRADE COFFEE AND CHOCOLATE
again: If you would like to order either coffee or chocolate,
please let me know by January 2. Thanks. Barb Paff, 664-

1264, moe-paff@sbcglobal.net



Stewardship

The Great Gift Exchange

The LORD will fulfill his purpose for me; your lgv@ LORD, endures forever.
— Psalm 138:8

Even if your family waited until after Christmasgdather together and celebrate,
by now you have probably completed the exchangfrggfts. For most of us,

that probably means we now own more stuff than ideactouple of weeks ago.
Wanting to be a good steward of all that God hasrgime, | looked at the gifts |
received this Christmas and asked myself how | migk these new possessions
to serve God.

The first gift | opened was easy. It was a battgygrated automatic measuring
tape. All |l have to do is press a button, ancidipe rolls out on its own. | can
operate it with one hand, leaving the other freeotber tasks, like holding a
board in place. | can put this to good use aslanteer with Habitat for
Humanity. Another family will get a house next yeand my little measuring
tape will help to make that happen!

Not every gift has such an obvious use, thoughisd received a nice pair of
silver earrings shaped like roses. How can | besd for Christ? Perhaps | can
use them as a reminder of this ver3éie grass withers and the flowers fall, but
the word of our God stands forever." (Isaiah 40rRid Peter 1:25).Flowers
don't last, but God’'s Word does. | need to reasl Wiord daily in order to get
the nourishment | need to bloom where | am planted.

What did you receive for Christmas? A sweateie aatvideo game? Maybe
you can use a gift as a conversation starter, portymity to talk about
important issues like faith and love and our relaghip with God. Maybe you
can use a gift like cookware to make somethingthers. Maybe a game can
be shared with others, providing an opportunityfélowship and building
loving relationships. With some gifts, maybe #isough to just use it or wear it
and be thankful—thankful for the gift itself, thdunkfor the love in which it was
given.

There is one gift we have all received that wematrto use every day: God'’s
love. It was through love that God became humahdavelt among us.
Emmanuel—God with us, love incarnate in Jesus Chiikis gift lasts forever.
And it's not a fair exchange. We could never diaek enough to balance the
scale. But we can keep on giving it away.

Lord, help us each day to remember how great i Yaue for us, and help us
each day to share Your love with those around us.

Elizabeth Witt



Women's Bible Study Circle

Social Ministry & Outreach

LSSM COLLECTION FOR JANUARY
We are collecting boys socks and underwear
for the foster care program at Lutheran Social iBesv
Please place the items in the blue box in theneart
If you have any questions please contact Bettytv@ldulie Anderson.




You did more than build a house. You brought the Carla Richardson
family home!

Through Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Humanity, 313 families realized
the dream of homeownership in just one year.

We're celebrating a great accomplishment! Thanks to members of St.
Paul, who joined with members of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans
(Ingham County Chapter) and other local volunteers, the Richardson
family now has a great start towards economic independence.

This year, 313 homes were built across the United States with families in
need of simple, decent, affordable housing. That's about one home built
every 28 hours through Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Humanity. It's an
amazing and inspiring accomplishment and you are to thank for making it
happen.

You can help 355 families in 2007. It's estimated that 5 million people in
the United States live in sub-standard conditions. As you know, some of
these people include families in our community. Many are struggling to
provide even the most basic needs, like food, electricity and a safe place
to live. That can change with your help.

If you would like to get involved in the 2007 Lansing area build contact
Julie Anderson at (w) 351-8541, (H) 332-5816 or Elizabeth Witt at (H)
651-6949. You can also visit the Thrivent Builds website for more info at:
www.thriventbuilds.com. We would love to have your input and ideas for
St. Paul's involvement.

The Richardson family
was scheduled to close on
their home before
Christmas. Landscaping
will be completed in the

spring.



Dear Fellow Members of St. Paul,

I am writing this letter to let you know that we are still in need of
volunteers to help St. Paul with its' mission to love and serve one
another in the IMAGE Program. At this time, there are three of us
who have made a firm commitment to the program. We need at
least two more to get the program up and running.

We already have someone who has said that they would like to be
a participant in the program. Not only that, but we have received
a grant from Church and Society to cover the cost of snacks and
copying. | really do not want to turn this person away and | do not
want to send the grant back. (I suspect that they would not be
overly eager to give us another one.)

At this time, the plan is to have the classes meeting Monday
nights 7-8:30, beginning in February. The classes would be on-
going, with breaks for holidays. Information regarding the
responsibilities of the volunteers, class descriptions, and how to
implement the program are on the table in the back of the
sanctuary. | would be happy to answer any questions you might
have. Feel free to call me at 351-8541 (work) or 332-5816
(home).

This is a wonderful opportunity for us to work together to help
create positive change in people's lives. | also believe that as a
volunteer you will find that you are blessed by this ministry as
much as the participants.

Please give serious consideration to volunteering for this
important ministry. Prayers for the success of the program are
also greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

Julie Anderson
Social Ministry & Outreach



Don't throw those ink jet cartridges away!

Bring them in and we will recycle them for you.
The proceeds from this program go to support
programs at Lutheran Social Services Ministries.
So far this year we have collected over $574

for something that most people throw away.

AMERICAN RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE
THURSDAY, JANUARY 25TH FROM NOON TO 6 PM
HERE AT ST. PAUL

The drive is open to the public.
Two volunteers are needed to help set-up prior to the drive and two
volunteers are needed to help pack up at the end.
Please contact the office if you can help.

CLEANING UP AFTER CHRISTMAS?

WE COLLECT NEW AND USED GREETING CARDS,
ENVELOPES AND CANCELLED STAMPS.

Action for LSSM collects new and used
greeting cards with or without envelopes,
envelopes, and cancelled postage stamps.

The cancelled postage stamps are for a
program for the handicapped
in Bethel Germany.

Please place them in the wooden box on the wall
next to the showcase. -Betty Velat



Evangelism



THE ROLE OF THE CHURCH AND FAITH IN MENTAL HEALTH

"One in four persons sitting in church pews on Sunday morning has (had)
a mental illness." Susan Gregg Schroeder, Director of Mental Health.

You are invited to a screening of "Shadow Voices", a documentary that
explores the role of the church and faith in reducing stigma and
promoting recovery and hope for those dealing with mental illness,
Sunday, January 21st, 7:00 p.m. The presentation and question and
answer period will be presented by Cathy Adams, L.MSW, MSW, Mental
Health Therapist and Family Support and Educator for Clinton, Eaton and
Ingham County Community Mental Health and Theresa Ritsema, NAMI.

$0/$ $'1

Isaiah 43:1-7

Psalm 29

Acts 8:14-17

Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

$0/$ $'23

Isaiah 62:1-5

Psalm 36:5-10

1 Corinthians 12:1-11
John 2:1-11

$0/$ $'42

Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10
Psalm 19

1 Corinthians 12:12-31a
Luke 4:14-21

$0/$ $'45

Jeremiah 1:4-10
Psalm 71:1-6

1 Corinthians 13:1-13
Luke 4:21-30
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Third Annual

Tasty Treat
&
Talent Show

Saturday, January 27"
6:30 p.m.

Come and participate in this fun time that highlights the wide
variety of gifts and talents of the members of St. Paul's.
Whatever your talent, whether a musical instrument, voice,
dance, visual arts, you name it, you're invited to share it. It's
always a great time.

This is a fundraiser for the Fine Arts Fund of the Worship
Committee. There is a $2.00 entrance fee for each act.

Also, all you bakers and dessert makers, please share your
skills by providing a tasty treat following the show.
There is a $2.00 charge for each dessert.

If you wish to contribute a dessert,
please contact Kathy Klingensmith at 339-1570

If you wish to share your talent in the show,
please contact Susan Jacobs at 333-4335.



INTERESTED IN SCRAPBOOKING?: The Scrapbook Club
meets the fourth Saturday of the month from 10:@®-4.M. in
the Fellowship Hall. Contact Vicki Pline @ 669-88#r more
info.

CALLING ALL QUILTERS! If you enjoy quilting, you might
be interested in the Prayers & Squares MinistrherCrazy
Quilters Group! The Prayer Quilt Ministry meets sezond
Tuesday from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at University LutimerBhe Crazy
Quilters meet at St. Paul on the second Mondayo&x @.m.
Contact Betty Wilson at 517-468-2317 for more dstai

EQURTH FRIDAY FRIENDS: Is an informal group that gets
together on the fourth Friday (usually) for foodldallowship.
See the schedule of events posted in the narthexnvact Terry
and Char Smith at 339-8784.

WANTED: SIGN CHANGER
Qualifications: Willingness to work in all types of weather
Pay: Satisfaction of a job well done! Apply at StuPautheran
Church. Contact Pastor Moe or Julie Anderson
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