St. Paul Lutheran Church, East Lansing, Ml December 2006

“Comfort, comfort now my people; tell

of peace so says our God.” So begins an
old Advent carol. This is a time of
preparation, yes for the holiday activities
that surround us, the gifts, the get-
togethers, food, family traditions, sweets.
In my family of origin when | was small
we would come to my grandparents or
great-grandparents usually on Christmas
Eve or a Sunday near Christmas. There
were aunts and uncles, and cousins by the
dozens. For us children it was a magical time. \&famly knew
that gifts would be opened on Christmas morninguatown home
but this time when the extended family was altogetive each got
something. But before that there was the requssijeng of our
parts for the Christmas pageant or singing a sbéo@hristmas
carol. And then all of us could sing some caroggetber, the more
familiar ones from memory, O Little Town of Beth&gh, Silent
Night, and Joy to the World being mandatory. Somes this

would be before dinner sometimes after dinner.

But there was always this opportunity to have atféagether.
Grandma would bring around some homemade windlfthea
adults and we would sit down to a meal that wag setved on
this special time of the year. It included lutefeskd lefsa for we
were of Scandinavian ancestry. Lutefisk was a daked cod fish
used to preserve it and lefsa, a potato basetldofthese were the
holy foods of our ancestors as they made the jguinoen Norway
across the Atlantic to settle in the new land cbAenerica. We
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would eat some of the lutefisk just to please Gnaadonly if we
could drown it in melted butter. And we ate mudsaebecause
you could spread it with butter and sprinkle sumart, roll it up,
and eat it as the sugar ran out onto your plateoOfse there were
piles of potatoes and other dishes, coleslaw, bhkeads, relishes
and pickles, roast beef and ham, jello molds atet essert.

After we would go to church for the Sunday Schobti€tmas
pageant.

Why do | take this nostalgic trip? For one it is fio bring to mind
enjoyable memories long past, for me some fromlifeckatury
ago. But also to be reminded of the events andlpadmo gave me
a solid gift of love and faith. The story of Madgseph, and the
Christ Child were deeply imbedded into my soul am@mory. That
was a gift to bring comfort not only then, but nonany years later
to a world that all to often can seem to be withaith and hope.
So | give thanks to my parents, grandparents, 8usdhool
teachers, and others who are no longer here om. ¢anention this
too for you parents with little ones and even youtiope you have
some family holiday traditions built around bothuydamily and
our Christian faith. It may be hard to see its Wwarbw as the
children may moan and grown about doing certaiditicns of the
season, but | believe ultimately they may thank you

For me, and | imagine for others this time of yelaspite all the
activity it is still one which brings us joy. Becsiwe know the
season is about giving. That giving begins with Ggyft to us all
in the form of Jesus our Savior. In this seasorowsdry to give
what we are able to both those we love and thosemdy not
have very much of this worlds goods. We hope thilsb& a
season of joy for you. For some of us who haveltogtd ones it
may be lonely, but we give thanks they are withdhe after
whom this season is named and to whom we look fahtahis
coming again. It is a comfort.



Advent & Christmas Holiday Worship Schedule 2006

First Sunday in Advent December %
8:30AM Traditional Worship
9:45AM Sunday School
11:00AM Contemporary Worship

Wednesday Dec. B Saint Nicholas 7:00PM Advent Service

Second Sunday in Advent December 10
8:30AM Traditional Worship
9:45AM Children's Christmas Program, “The Tiniestg&l”
by Rachel March
11:00AM Contemporary Worship

Wednesday, Dec.137:00PM Advent Service

Third Sunday in Advent December 17
8:30AM Traditional Worship
9:45AM Choir Carol Service “Sing Noel!” by Hal Homs
11:00 Contemporary Worship

Wednesday, Dec. 2& 7:00PM Advent Service

Christmas Eve, December 22
9:30AM Sunday Morning Worship
5:00PM “A Rockin Christmas”
10:00PM Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship

Wednesday, Dec. 27 7:00PM Worship Christmas Carols

Sunday, December 31
8:30AM Traditional Worship
11:00AM Contemporary Worship
5:00PM New Years Eve Service




The Property Committee continues to move
forward with information gathering for
building and/or property expansion. The
ELCA's architect will be visiting St. Paul
before the end of the year to discuss input
the committee has gathered through it's
cottage meetings and chat sessions with the
congregation. The architect will then

provide St. Paul with some conceptual
drawings of possible expansion ideas.

Interest for the year from the Wilgus Fund
will be given to Lutheran Social Services
of Michigan.

A Budget of $161,501.56 was passed by the
congregation. This budget includes funding
the pastor at 100% time compared to 80%
time last year. Treasurer Kay Meints

notified the congregation that if giving

falls short of meeting the budget, the
congregation will be notified and asked to
decide how to proceed.

Buck Kuisel, Bev Johnson and Bob Reynolds
were elected to Council for 3-year terms,
ending in 2009. Paul Collins, having
replaced an open Council position, was
elected to continue his term through 2008.
Kathy Klingensmith, Anne Smith, Julie
Anderson and Nathan Anderson are leaving
their Council positions.

Jim Cramer and Rene Shireman were elected
as St. Paul's delegates for the Synod
Assembly to be held on May 20-22, 2007.

Mike Feldpausch, Dan Grooms, Elizabeth
Witt, Tim Shireman and Julie Anderson were
elected to the nominating committee for
2007.

-Submitted by Blake Nyquist



Financial Report

10/31/06 Year-to-Date
Budgeted Income $13,804.62 $111,037.64
Budgeted Expenses $10,968.29 $108,409.85
Difference $ 2,836.33 $ 4,117.87

Thank you for your support at the annual meeting for a budget that

shows an "attitude of gratitude”. Now all we need is to back that

budget with our dollars.

Roof Replacement Loan

Total Paid $ 31,490.00
Repaid $ 18,284.32
Received this month $ 670.00
Still Owed $12,535.68
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Please join us for refreshments in the fellowship
hall following the performance.



The following is our Sunday School Schedule during
the holiday season:

November 26: NO Sunday School
December 3: Sunday School 9:45-10:45
December 9 (Saturday): Program Practice
9:30 Children with speaking parts come to church
(Jr. High and High School classes)
10:00 Children with non-speaking parts come tolarch

(5" grade and down)
11:30 Pizza party and pick up kids

December 10 (Sunday): Program
9:15 Have kids to church to get on outfits
9:45~10:15 Program in the sanctuary
10:15~10:45 Reception and Christmas party in thiellowship
hall
11:00 Normal worship in the sanctuary

December 17:  Sunday School 9:45-10:45
(movie and popcorn for kids who come)

December 24:  NO Sunday School
December 31:  NO Sunday School
January 7: Sunday School resumes 9:45-10:45

If you have any questions about the schedule pleas@&act Donna Grooms at

655-9133 or atligrooms@hotmail.com



Youth, Updaste

FALL 2006 CALENDAR
7-12 Grades

Youth Advisors: Mark & Cindy Martin

Please let Cindy know if you will be attending prio events by email,
home or cell phone. This is important so that angragements needed
for the event can be made, especially if we neaeéidi Thanks!

YOUTH PARTICIPATING IN THE YOUTH QUAKE AND/OR
CONSTRUCTION ZONE NEED TO PARTICIPATE IN AT | EAST

ONE FUNDRAISFR FVENT.

December 3, 2006 FUNDRAISER - Bake Sale and Gift Wrapping
After Second Service. Bring bake goods for
sale and your enthusiasm! We will be selling
baked goods and will be wrapping gifts as a
service in exchange for funds.

Our goal is to make $600.00. Thrivent will
provide us with an additional $600.00
monetary gift. A sign up sheet for those
wanting to purchase Christmas Sugar Cookies
for a special event will be provided for
advanced sales.

December 8, 2006 Youth for Unity/Christian Servi€#sistmas
Share Setup 4:00-7:00 p.m.
Departure: 3:30 p.m. sharp!

Bring a toy, book or game to donate! We will
also be taking up a collection at church for
others who wish to donate items. The Christmas
Store is an outreach program for families of
need who are enrolled in Christian Services
Quality Living Budgeting & Image classes.



December 16, 2006

January 5-7, 2007

March 16-18, 2007

$
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Holiday Figure Skating Exhibiom Skate
with Santa at Suburban Ice, East Lansing; Leave
church @ 11:30 sharp! Parents can pick up
youth at 4:30 p.m. @ church. Dress warmly but
allow for freedom of movement on the ice.
Admission to Ice Arena is $5.00; Skate Rental
$2.00; also bring a $5.00 generic gift for
exchange and 2 dozen cookies for our annual
thank you/appreciation tinBrivers needed!

Middle School Youth Grades 6-9
Junior Guides 10-12 Youth Quake, Lansing, Ml
Costs: Non-refundable deposit: $35.00 per
youth
Early Bird Registration before October 1 -
$105.00 Standard Registration before
November 28 - $120.00 Late Registration -
$145.00

High School Youth Grades 9-12
Construction Zone; Chicago, lllinois
Costs: Non-refundable deposit: $35.00 per
youth (this is not included in the registration
price)
Early Bird Registration before November 1 -
$140.00 Standard Registration before
February 6, 2007 $155.00
Late Registration - $180.00
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CHRISTMAS SHARE YOUTH FOR UNITY SERVICE PROJECT

You are invited to donatdEW toys, stuffed animals, books, board
games and gifts for families in the Quality LiviBgdgeting and
IMAGE classes through Christian Services. Pureliasxpensive items
at the dollar store, attend store sales, give fyoor heart! The
Christmas Store is an outreach program for famifaseed to purchase
Christmas gifts with vouchers. Youth Groups in thenmunity will be
participating in this program by giving these fagsla day of shopping,
decorating cookies, and sharing the Christmas stbbdgsus. St. Paul
Lutheran Church Youth Group will be donating theire to set up the
Christmas Store and pricing items for Christianvides. Place your
unwrapped donations in the tub marked “Christmaa&hn the
narthex. Our youth group will take care of delingrthe items on
Friday, December 8. Items must be in the tub B $.m. departure
time.

Questions? See Youth Leaders, Mark and Cindy Klarti

SUPPORT THE YOUTH GROUP WHILE
YOU DO YOUR CHRISTMAS
SHOPPING!

HERES HOW: Join the Meijer Community
Rewards Program!

The Meijer Community Rewards Program does not yostanything! Just fill
out the form and mail it in, or register online @ijar.com/rewards/. Forms can
be found in the literature stand in the Narthexf eegistering online just enter
St. Paul 606113s your organization of choice. When you receiveryards,
just make sure you or the cashier swipe the carll #ae you make a purchase
A percentage of all purchases (1-4%) over $100 ezanth will go to the youth
group. Meijer often runs special promotions whbey don'’t require a $100
purchase before they start crediting your acco&at.remember, every little bit
counts! If you have any questions please cotaa Anderson in the office o
at 332-5816.







Stewardship:
Take Care

God is our refuge and strength . . . Be still, &ndw that | am God. Ps.
46: 1, 10

There is so much to take care of at this time af y&e make sure our
homes and our vehicles are ready for winter, wequilthe winter coats
and gloves and boots, we unearth the snow shawal Wherever it
spent the summer, we attend to all the detailobéiay preparation—
the shopping, the decorating, the wrapping, the ftiwe travel plans,
and (sigh) the cleaning. We take care of our fiasihnd friends, and
we make a special effort around the holidays te tzdce of the poor.

Wrapped up in all this activity of care, it's edsyforget to take care of
ourselves. We run ourselves ragged trying to getyghing done,
making our immune systems more susceptible to atdsflu. We eat a
little too much of the sugar and spice and forgdeave room for some
healthier foods to balance it out. We wear oueslwt and get tired
and cranky and maybe say things that belie how naecheally do care.
We focus on our checklists, trying to get it alhe, and before we
know it, several days have fled past without udlyd¢acusing on God or
pausing to experience that attitude of gratitudeafbthat He has given
us.

This holiday season, be sure to take some timaki ¢are of yourself.
And don’t feel guilty about it. God’s plan for ham beings includes
rest. He could have created beings who remainett@and active
around the clock, but He didn’'t. He designed ubasgs who sleep
daily and rest weekly in order to find refreshmantl renewal in body,
mind, soul, and spirit.

An important part of stewardship is taking cargafirself. If you don’t

take care of the caretaker, how will anything gjeetaken care of? Do

you envy those well-organized people who alwayssiemanage their

time and somehow get everything done? | willyell a secret: the best
(Continued)



of stewards will still leave something undone. dAhat’s okay, because
good stewardship is more a matter of the heart dhavhat we
accomplish.

So give yourself some time to bask in gratitudeheiler it's curling up
with a good book, enjoying the great outdoors,cakeng in a hot tub
with scented candles, take a little time to do ghing that refreshes
you. And take a little time every day—even it'sta few moments—to
be still and recognize who it is lying in that mang. . and know that
He came for you.

Lord, there is no caretaker like You. Help us- +

. . . 3
find those quiet moments when we realize hc -
truly awesome You are.

Elizabeth Witt

Social Ministry & Outreach:

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE FOR YOUR HELP WITH THE
THANKSGIVING FOOD BASKETS!

This year we were able to provide food
and personal needs baskets to eight
families. Four were families from our
congregation and four were Meridian
Township residents referred by Meridian
Human Services. The baskets were
valued at approximately $75.00-$100.00.
(Larger families received more items.)
We could not have done it without all of
your food and cash donations. A special thank you to those who gave of
their time as well: Beth Leow, Kirsten Grooms, Mary, Emma, Jack &
Alison Claucherty, Cindy & Mark Martin, Craig, Nathan & Kelly Anderson,
Anne & Abbie Smith, Veronica, Holly Kitts, Clare, Morgan Gray, Kathy
Klingensmith and Elizabeth Witt. (My apologies if | left someone out.)
- Julie Anderson
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Jeremiah 33:14-16
Psalm 25:1-10

1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
Luke 21:25-36

411186
Malachi 3:1-4
Luke 1:68-79
Philippians 1:3-11
Luke 3:1-6

‘411167
Zephaniah 3:14-20
Isaiah 12:2-6
Philippians 4:4—7
Luke 3:7-18

‘4 11 1| o
Eourth Sunday in Advent
Micah 5:2-5a
Luke 1:46b-55
Hebrews 10:5-10
Luke 1:39-45 [46-55]

‘4 11 1I 56
Eirst Sunday of Christmas
1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26
Psalm 148
Colossians 3:12-17
Luke 2:41-52

. E
Isaiah 9:2—7
Psalm 96
Titus 2:11-14
Luke 2:1-14 [15-20]

New Years Eve
Ecclesiastes 3:1-13
Psalm 8
Revelation 21:1-6a
Matthew 25:31-46



3(

$% &

8 9 %"%%:01

8 %'"'0:4.



WANTED: SIGN CHANGER

QUALIFICATIONS:
Willingness to work in all types of weather

Pay: Satisfaction of a job well done!

Apply at St. Paul Lutheran Church
Contact Pastor Moe or Julie Anderson

Will you be Christmas shopping
at Gift and Bible or Family Christian?

If you do, ask the cashier for Library Stamps. They will give you stamps
that the church can use to purchase books to expand our library. Just
place them in the basket on the library shelf.

There are new books being added all the time so check out the library if
you haven't recently.

Thank you,

Kelly Anderson




10 Ideas for Simplifying Christmas

1. Plan ahead. Instead of going on auto-pilot teafter Thanksgiving, hold a
family meeting to decide what the group really waiotdo and who's going to
do what.

2. If you need a symbol for giving (in additiondesus and the Three Wise
Ones), learn about St. Nicholas. Santa Claus hers @@mpletely taken over by
commerce.

3. Avoid debt. Refuse to be pressured by advegisiroverspend.

4. Avoid stress. Give to yourself. Don't assume thimgs have to be the same
way they've always been.

5. Draw names rather than everyone giving somettargyeryone else in your
giving circle. Set a ceiling for each recipientv&children ONE thing they
really want, rather than so many gifts. If needgmml funds.

6. Give appropriate gifts. Get to know the recipi€sive what they want to
receive, not what you want to buy.

7. Give alternative gifts. Give 25% of what you isplast year to the needy...
individuals or groups locally, nationally or intationally.

Buy crafts and clothing from developing coussrat alternative gift markets,
not from commercial importers, so that the artisaeeive a fair price for their
work.

Give of yourself, not just "stuff" - a coupoandk for future services (such as
baby-sitting or an "enchanted evening"); somethiaked, sewn, handmade,
composed, etc.; or a family service project, silvarking together at a soup
kitchen.

8. Celebrate Advent for four weeks before Christmas

9. Put the gifts under the tree shortly before apgethem. Then take turns
opening them around the tree, not all at oncehabdach gift can be admired
and each giver thanked.

10. Make changes slowly but persistently. Don'térghange everything and
everybody all at once. The resistance will make fgal defeated and lonely.

For more help and a free catalog of ideas, conAternatives for Simple Livingit 800-
821-6153.

©1997 Alternatives for Simple Living.



DO YOU ENJOY KNITTING?:  Join the Knit Wits the third
Sunday of the month in the Fellowship Hall from@t6 3:00
P.M. Everyone welcome from beginners to expegdnc
knitters. For more info contact Betty Velat @321289

INTERESTED IN SCRAPBOOKING?: The Scrapbook Club
meets the fourth Saturday of the month from 10:@@4°.M. in
the Fellowship Hall. Contact Vicki Pline @ 669-88#r more
info.

CALLING ALL QUILTERS! If you enjoy quilting, you might
be interested in the Prayers & Squares MinistrherCrazy
Quilters Group! The Prayer Quilt Ministry meets gezond
Tuesday from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at University LutimefBhe Crazy
Quilters meet at St. Paul on the second Mondayo&x @.m.
Contact Betty Wilson at 517-468-2317 for more dstai

EQURTH FRIDAY FRIENDS: Is an informal group that gets
together on the fourth Friday (usually) for foodldallowship.
See the schedule of events posted in the narthexnvact Terry
and Char Smith at 339-8784.

THE ARTS CHORALE OF GREATER LANSING

Holiday Concert
8:00 p.m.
Tuesday, December 12
University Lutheran
1020 S. Harrison Road
East Lansing.






