St. Paul Lutheran Church, East Lansing, Ml October 2006

It has been a very gratifying year to be a paduwof
Stewardship Committee. (Pun intended) With the
theme of “An Attitude of Gratitude” we have had the
opportunity of looking at our lives with a focus alh
that God has done for us. I'm looking forward te th
Missions Fair Week of OctobefB". The Mission
Meals and Bible Studies to be lead by members bf ou
congregation on thé 34", &5™ at 6:30PM will be
capped off by the Mission Fair Celebration with
snacks and an opportunity to take a trip to all the
different Mission Outposts and Activities we doaas
congregation. We can view and visit with those whdicipate in those mission
activities and find out more about them. There bla preview between
services and then after second service. You wetig\®e how many people are
involved and how many different mission activitteere are here at St. Paul.

| need to share with you about a special gift foiolw | am grateful. We had
funeral services here this last week of former mensilof the congregation.
Former Pastor Paul Pretzlaff preached and offidiated | assisted by reading
lessons. Even though I did not know these peoffleré¢he services, by the
close | felt I had a small understanding of whoyttvere and how they had been
a part of our life as a congregation. | give thattk&od for the ministry in this
place that has been ongoing before | arrived atidywion after | am no more.
God has been faithful to us in our life of faittyéther. This is one place where |
share an attitude of gratitude.

Where does this come from? Ultimately it comes f®od. All we are and have
been given is a gift. | so easily forget this @ndplain if everything doesn't go
the way want it to go. But | do remember periodictiie blessings bestowed on
me and my loved ones. But the one | am most giidiafis the love and
forgiveness that came with our Lord Jesus ChrisatTs what our life here at St.
Paul is really about. When Jesus took on human,fbensubjected his divine
nature to a limiting and humbling experience. Hakton and transformed at the
same time all human nature and experience.



The Orthodox Church says in his Baptism all theangabf the world were
blessed. So we can also say when he became oselw# transformed who we
can be. He made it possible for us to see God aodrbe more godlike. Others
may find God for their lives in other ways, but ewperience comes through the
life, teachings, death, and resurrection of Jaseidtessiah. For without him |
am still trapped in my sin, but because of himn bee in salvation forever. This
message for each one of us brings a true “Attifderatitude” to my heart.
Thanks be to the God who is alive in the world andur hearts.

During the service on Octobef e will have an opportunity to show our
support for this mission here at St. Paul. Eackqrewill be given a card on
which they can make a personal financial commitrb@iour Lord and to his
church. It is another way we can show our attitofigratitude for all he has
done for us. | hope you will look forward to theekeof fellowship, Bible study
and celebration too.
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Financial Report

8/31/06 Year-to-Date

Budgeted Income $9,284.81| $87,777.00
Budgeted Expenses $10,829.25| $86,697.82
Difference| $ (1,544.44)] $ 1,079.18

We have made it through the summer and we are still in the

black year-to-date.

Roof Replacement Loan

Total Paid $ 31,490.00
Repaid $ 17,451.60
Received this month $ 197.72

Still Owed|  $13,840.68

Thank you to those who have given to the roof fund this month.

Basically, the cost per person of the roof loan is $170.71

or the cost per household is $564.76.

Sunday School News

During October The Sunday School will be collectamgall items that can be
made into “shoeboxes” for Samaritan’s Purse. Tloelsoxes will ultimately

end up in the hands of children in impoverishedatbroughout the world.
Sunday School offerings will be used to help ship“shoeboxes” that are made.

October 28 our Sunday School children ages 3 throu‘@igﬁade are invited to
“All Saints On Board” which is &UN, FUN, FUN Halloween party at

University Lutheran Church. Details on the timdl e posted.




Youth, Update

FALL 2006 CALENDAR

7-12 Grades

Youth Advisors: Mark & Cindy Martin

Please let Cindy know if you will be attending prio events by email, home or
cell phone. This is important so that any arrangemeeeded for the event can
be made, especially if we need drivers! Thanks!

October 7, 2006

October 8, 2006

October 15, 2006

October 28, 2006

November 18, 2006

December 8, 2006

Re-ignite — National Youth GragadernWorkshop
Cindy Martin & Jamie Gray traveling to
Richland, Ml
Workshops begin @ 8:00 am, ending 2:30 p.m.

12:00-1:00 pm — Volunteers ne¢daserve at Youth
Table An Attitude of Gratitude, Mission Week 2006
Stewardship Committee Event celebrating and
renewing our commitment to mission

Corn Maze---leave aft’é?\ﬂorship service. Bring a
packed lunch. Donuts/Cider will be provided.
Drivers needed!

6:00-8:00 pm Candy Bar Binglust in time for
Halloween Fun! Wear an appropriate costume (there
will be prizes!) Each youth (including your frigsi)
should bring 1 bag of their favorite candy barsing
your favorite music CD’s to share.

Service Event: Thanksgiving Btsk
Meet @ church 11:00 am; packaging and delivering
Drivers needed! Questions: See Julie Anderson

Youth for Unity/Christian ServiG#sistmas Share
Setup. Details to be announced with time/location
Drivers needed! Bring a toy, book or game to
donate! We will also be taking up a collection at
church for others who wish to donate items. The
Christmas Store is an outreach program for families
of need who are enrolled in Christian Services
Quality Living Budgeting & Image classes.

(Continued)



December 16, 2006 Holiday Figure Skating Exhibitiord Skate with
Santa at Suburban Ice, East Lansing; Leave church @
11:30 sharp! Parents can pick up youth at 4:30 p.m
@ church. Dress warmly but allow for freedom of
movement on the ice. Admission to Ice Arena is
$5.00; Skate Rental $2.00; also bring a $5.00 gener
gift for exchange and 2 dozen cookies for our ahnua
thank you/appreciation tin8rivers needed!
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xrmeijer SUPPORT THE YOUTH GROUP!
conrwercvlg?gé HERES HOW: Join the Meijer Community

Rewards Program!

The Meijer Community Rewards Program does ot
cost you anything! Just fill out the form and migih, or register online @
meijer.com/rewards/. Forms can be found in tlegdiiure stand in the Narthex
or if registering online just ent&@t. Paul 606113as your organization of choice.
When you receive your cards, just make sure ydhecashier swipe the card
each time you make a purchase! A percentage pliathases (1-4%) over
$100 each month will go to the youth group. Megé&en runs special
promotions where they don't require a $100 purcheesere they start crediting
your account. So remember, every little bit countsyou have any questions
please contact Julie Anderson in the office or3-3816.

Thank you to those of you who
have already signed up!

( Don't like dealing with those pesky refundable cand bottles?
< Bring’em on in. We'll take care of them for youldeeeds go to the
g Youth Group Fund
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Stewardship:

An Atfitude of Gpgtitude!
Mission Week 2004 =@

In managing our household, we make many commitmeritgere may be the
mortgage on the house, perhaps a loan for a daeseTare legal contracts we
sign in exchange for an asset. A faith commitnigedifferent! Faith allows us to
respond with gratitude to what God has alreadyrgive- life, a Savior in Jesus
Christ, and a community of believers. Our belie€ihrist also gives us a
promise - the promise of eternal life. God makesiyrother promises to those
who follow Christ. A faith commitment is one wag\as believers can respond
with an attitude of gratitude and in turn fulfillpromise to God.

What would God have us do? God wants us taillimg stewards, moved by
the Holy Spirit and prepared to share. As Paid thke Corinthians about the
churches in Macedonia,
“If the eagernesss there, it is acceptable according
to what a person has, not according to what herws'
Il Cor. 8:12

God also wants us to Ipeoportionate stewards This means giving in
response to the blessings God has given us. Agélsithe Corinthians about
the churches in Macedonia,

“ For they gaveaccording to their means.

of their own free will. “ 1l Cor. 8:3

As members of a church family, we are regularlyedsto look at our blessings
and prayerfully consider a response. Many peogplead but do not put it on
paper. Making a faith commitment in the form ofidtten estimate of giving is
important for the following reasons:

T A faith commitment shows that God is first irdite! This includes
giving our heart, our mind, and our possessioradd. We build a
trust relationship with God not by accumulating itfea this world,
but by placing our faith in God for the life thatatly is life.

(Continued)



T Our commitment shows a thankful response td'€gifts of life and
Christ. An estimate of giving as a faith commitmismone way we
show loyalty, obedience, and gratitude to God.

Tt A faith commitment enables our household t&eriatentional decisions.
Just as we plan for other commitments, regulangito the church
both shows our gratitude to God and frees us t@useesources in
personal ways.

Tt An estimate of giving enables the church tmplAs a church family, we
have expenses and make commitments to otherserkeddnders,
suppliers. A commitment from each household alloasgregational
leaders to responsibly plan for and meet finarmlidilgations that help
us do ministry together.

t As Christians we lead by example. If we ailéng to make and fulfill a
faith commitment—whether committing our financesoar time, we
are showing others the importance of our faithis ecomes part of
our witness and our testimony.

On October 8, you will be invited to make a tait estimate of giving as a faith
commitment to our church family. Please prayeyfathnsider your decision.
Recognizing that circumstances do change over tiow, giving can always be
adjusted in accordance with your blessings.

Remember that not all faith commitments are abartey. We also respond to
God in gratitude when we use our time and talentsi$ service. As you think
about how you would like to show your thanks to Gedr the next year,
consider how would like to participate in the manigsion activities of St. Paul.
On Mission Sunday, visit the displays showingrfeny ways that St. Paul is
working to love and worship God, to love and sesme another, to learn and
share God’s Word. Consider how God has giftedwithi talents, skills, and
knowledge. How would you like to use your giftssierve Him with
thanksgiving? Perhaps you even have an idearenamission!

Your participation and support are important to St. Paul’s ministry.
Thank you !!

Faith Reflection: “Give and it will be given to you.” Luke 6:38



Social Ministry:

Prayer Quilts

Prayers bring comfort and are a blessing.
Owning a quilt that provides prayers and
warmth is a double blessing. We have quilts
that are available for you or someone you
know. Making a referral is a wonderful gift.
Fill out the form and give it to me or a member
of the Crazy Quilters, or call me - 517.468.2317, or e-mail me at

wilsonbw@tds.net.

Remember those who have been given a quilt in your daily prayers.
These people and their families have been touched to know that others
have been praying for them. Continue to pray, without ceasing.

Betty Wilson

ACTION FOR LSSM

Crafts for Children's Benefit Bazaar
Friday, October 20, 9-5
Saturday, October 21, 9-4
Faith Lutheran Church, Okemos

ACTION FOR LSSM COLLECTION
FOR OCTOBER IS SOCKS AND BOXER SHO RTS

All items collected go to the
Lutheran Social Services Foster Care Program.

Please place items in the blue bin under the
ledge in the narthex.

If you have any questions contact Betty Velat or Julie Anderson.




ELCA . 852 million people are hungry
. 815 million people are undernourished
. 1.2 billion people live on less than $1.00 a day
v . 1in 6 people are hungry
‘ ’ . 153 million children under age 5 are under weight
. 1in 4 people lack safe drinking water
X\LIJ(I)\IF({EII_ER . 112 million children under age 5 die every yeagrov
half of these deaths are from hunger related causes

We live in a world of spiritually hungry peopl&hey wonder
and seek, seeking to fill the emptiness inside. owe these
seekers the same thing we owe those who are physicagry.
God provides bread, both physical and spirituak ake called to
share both.

Jesus said and continues to say, “You did nobsé me but |
chose you....” (John 15:16) As God’s chosen onasstask, our
challenge, our joy is to share our gift of breathvihose in need.
God gives life-we are the sharers of that life.

PLEASE PICK UP A WORLD HUNGER DONATION BOX
ON THE DISPLAY TABLE IN THE NARTHEX.

They will be collected on October 15, 2006, Worldniger Day. Consider
giving up a meal, or a cup of coffee out and dottaemoney to those who are
truly hungry.

If you are still interested in helping, work is ongoing for the home of
Teresa Brown. Hours are as before, Friday, 9:00-noon, Saturday 9:00 -
4:00 and Sunday 1:00-4:00 pm. Work will go through the end of
September and into October. Workers will not need to call ahead of time
to work but can just show up at the site. Please sign in the blue notebook
to help the coordinator keep track of hours. If you have any questions,
please contact Elizabeth Witt or Julie Anderson.



Citizens for Better Care is looking for volunteers to
visit the area nursing homes.

This involves visiting one home per volunteer for one hour per
week as a volunteer ombudsman. This opportunity allows the
volunteer to advocate for residents of nursing homes. Citizens for
Better Care is a non-profit advocacy agency. Employees and
volunteers visit residents of long-term care facilities (nursing
homes, adult foster care and homes for the aged.) Call Susan at
517/347-7398 for more information.
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Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29
Psalm 19:7-14

James 5:13-20

Mark 9:38-50

* # Gl

Genesis 2:18-24
Psalm 8

Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12
Mark 10:2-16

* #4610
Amos 5:6-7, 10-15

Psalm 90:12-17
Hebrews 4:12-16
Mark 10:17-31

* # $1 1]
Isaiah 53:4-12
Psalm 91:9-16
Hebrews 5:1-10
Mark 10:35-45

* #- G112
Jeremiah 31:31-34
Psalm 46

Romans 3:19-28
John 8:31-36
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DO YOU ENJOY KNITTING?: Join the Knit Wits the third
Sunday of the month in the Social Hall from 1:0(100 P.M.
Everyone welcome from beginners to experiencetleksi

For more info contact Betty Velat @321-4926

INTERESTED IN SCRAPBOOKING?: The Scrapbook

Club meets the fourth Saturday of the month fron®Q1:00
P.M. in the Social Hall. Contact Vicki Pline @ 68849 for
more info

CALLING ALL QUILTERS! If you enjoy guilting, you migh
be interested in the Prayers & Squares MinistitherCrazy
Quilters Group! The Prayer Quilt Ministry meets #ezond
Tuesday from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at University LutinerBhe
Crazy Quilters meet at St. Paul on the third Monatay.00p.m
Contact Betty Wilson at 517-468-2317 for more dstai

- Is an informal group that ge
together on the fourth Friday (usually) for foodldallowship.
See the schedule of events posted in the narthexrvact Terr
and Char Smith at 3-8784




[Luther College Concert Band to Present Concert in €dar Sprinqs{l

Lutheran College Concert Band, one of the natiolalest touring
organizations, will appear in concert on SundaypBer 14, 2006 at
7:00 p.m. at Cedar Springs High School, 204 E. Mgsk Street, Cedar
Springs, Michigan. Freewill offering. For infortian call 231/937-
4338

A* 3 ,*
These sentences actually appeared in church bulleti ns
or were announced in church services:

The Fasting and Prayer Conference includes meals.

The sermon this morning: "Jesus Walks on the WatEhe
sermon tonight: "Searching for Jesus."

Our youth basketball team is back in action Wedagsd 8 PM
in the recreation hall. Come out and watch ustiltist the

King.

Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale. It's a chan get rid of
those things not worth keeping around the hous@gBour
husbands.

The peace making meeting scheduled for today hexs be
canceled due to a conflict.
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